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Being an Experiment of Teſus 


Chriſt upon one who hath been in ; 


the bondage of a troubled Conſcience 
at times for the ſpace of about twelve years , 
till now upon a clearer diſcoyery of 


Teſws Chriſt and the Goſpel: 


.Wherein divers ſecrets of the Soul, of Sin 
and Temprations, arc experimentally opened, 
and by way of Obſeryation, concerning a 
naturall condition,and a mixed condition 
of Law and Goſpel : 


With a further revealing of the Goſpel.in its glory, 
liberty, freeneſle, and ſimplicity 
for Salvation. 


By John SaltmarſxPreacher of the Goſ- 
pelat Braſteed in Kent. 
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My Honorable Friends4 


| |” Sir Ibn Wray, Knight and 
| | © Baronet, Sir William Str ckland, 
| Knight and Baroner. 
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1 Both Members of the Hono- 


.rable Houſe of Commons. 
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Honourable, 


- Þ.> 2 Je both well to 3 

7 harve lo-ved the ac-[\ 
: quaimtance of. Truth& = 
® long, and m thoſe times 
8 when Truth was an errour, and 
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| [ carry on this work of fal- 
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moſt . 


therefore 1 hope the ſame 


ſuch things as if+ cleared to the 
World, would enlighten us more in 
the myſterie of iniquity then any: 
other. T here1s one thing appears 
to 15 in the diſcovery of this, 
which is love, God lowing 


of love into our hearts , 
rin believers now under the 


love began all the work 
ih m God, and love 


(St 


al 
| fr eely, and ſending out his Sparit 
ſhould be that only principle of: 


om ee 4 
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| 
Lord will not ceaſe to recveale to| | 
Je more of himſelf, till ye come to| 
know as ye fhall be known. 
Therruths (if I miſtake them not)| 
| There preſent you,are of Fxee-grace, 
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Epiſtle Dedigarory. | 


The, 
vation #2 meth. Thi.s 4 way| 
le tol af ſerroice which none know, but| * 
ne tol | thoſe whom the Son hath made 
wn. || free indeed. 

ot) | The Lord fill yee with this love, 
ace,|! | that ye may obey as glorioully a5 
) the| ye are commanded in the Goſpel, 
re mf and that the experiences of Free- 
z any! grace may dwell richly in ye;that | 
Years Je 184) [pmritnally judge of the finer | 
this, ||| and more ſubtle parts of Anti- 
7 1||| chriſt. All is not in that groſſeÞ 
parit [dolatry , which is ſeen and felc ,| 
th4s\!] there is more of myltery then ſo 
le of|'Þ im it, 


- m————_———_— —— — MC_O— 


—— —_ 


> - 9" £ 


r thell} Tcould not but thus publickly| 8 
work|\} acknowledge ye , who are ſuch] 
LOVE | publick Aſſertors of that Liber-j 

{al- [ we of this Kingdom enjoy &6 .M 
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this day, and becaiiſe ye have ac: | 
knowledged me in many favours to |} - 
my ſelf formerly ; for which Tam |, 
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Your Servantin | | 
the Lord, || 
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Tobn Saltmarſh. 
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AN 
| Occaſionall VV ord. 

T would be matter of much 
[ peace amongſt believers if the 
names of Antinomian, aud legal 
Teacher, and the reſt, might be laid 
down, and no marke or name to 
know one another by, but that of 
believers that hold thus and ths for 
diſtintion : Surely, carpal ſuſpt- 
tions and jealonſie do much increaſe 
our differences. Some, hearing the 
aodrine of Free-grace, think pre- 


ſently there will follow nothing 
bur /ogſeneſſe and libertiniſm;. an 


the other, hearing of holineſſe, of || 


duties and ' obedience., thinke .ther 
will follow nothing but legalxe 
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and bondage, and ſelf-righteouſneſſe , 
and upon theſe jealouſies, cach par-! 
ty over-ſuſpeFine the others Do-| 
:Frine, bends againſt one another 
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- +] teſr.2ntt £ord,and Chrift, 
"7 | 


!in expreſſions ſomething too un-| 
comely for both; and: there arc} 
ſome wnwarrantble notions to bel 
found on all ſides. Bur let us con- | 
' fider. | 
Can the Free-ovace of Teſus Chriſt | 
tempt any one to-fin of x: telf? Can\ 
a g00d tree bring furth evil. fruit *| 
Aind fhall we call every one. Anti- 


| 10-9548 that ſpeaks. Free-erace, or a | 
lictle more freely then we do If 
any man ſi more freely becauſe of | 
| sf OO of fins, that 

_ [ſaſpeRt himſelf ro be forerver ;, for | 


Pe 


in all Scriptures and Scoriptore-ex- 
more holineſſe , Mary loved mnch,be- 


| righteons & hul:neſſe,blood and water, 
called and 
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man may | 


' 
emples, the more forgiveneſſe, rhe || 


rauſe much was (orgies toher ;, and || 
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| it ſhould be roo het for' any of 


| much heated by the Zaw,and cond: 
| $j0n5 and qualifications, that poor 


| yet ſcem ro fill ar our ifreely roo. 
|| Free-grace may be there inthe nor7- 
| onof it, yet not in the #xurhb of it. 
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juſtified, are ftill 2o-be found toge- 
theriwche Word oo 00 

» There-grc. {ome - roo: of another 
ſort,> who make fore -\noiſe of 
forved, iriis-not fo free as it feems: 
I have heard of ' a Gentirman, that 
becauſe he woutdfcem yery free 
his Neighbors, bid fill our Wine 
freely , bur he had commanged rhe 
fſervarsbeforchand to barn, that | 


them ro drink. I with theo Wm in' 
the Gofpel (by fome) be nor nds 
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fouls cannor taſte of it ifreely, and 


The Amwnimns boaſt themſelves to!|* 4 


| be as great'Parrons of .Free-graceas'Þ'...% 
|| others : And- why Becauſe they! 
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An Octafronall Word, | 
to man, is for Chxift, and in Chriſt, 
and though by Faith and works; 
yetall that is free- gift. Sorthe Pa-! 
piſts boaſt of Free-grace, That Chriſt: 
& gtven freely from the. Father for ſin-| 
vers ;and it if, Free-gricethat.,we! 
are'accepted;though of works to0 | 
So as {urdy therci1s ſome other way! 
of carrying Free-grace; [them by; 
joyning wen {o into the work; for 
elle it ts-but a Popiſh, and Arminian 
Free-grace: a ou of Eilourſt 3 
Jeſus Chriff hath appeared: more 
of late,and his glory hath bin'more 
abroad,then this Kingdomever iaw 
|bcfore and indeed dmiichrift goes! 
| never rightly down: but > when 
Chriſt, is lifted up; and if. Feſws, 
Chriſt had been more in the 4r/v1»t- 
ty of theſe latrer times, and in their 
Preachings for. Reformation, and | 
Moſes leſle, we had-not- only - had 


+more of his grace, but more of his 
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Yer 1 doe not ſee that the power | 


of woay Crucified, is ſo. abroad 
among believers as it ſhould be;bur 
ſome ſeverall 0rdinances are rather 
the buſineſle of this Age : Yet thus 
it hath been alwayes, whenever 
there were any ſhadowes or carnall 
Ordinances, believers went more af- 
ter them, then Chrift himſelf. Un- 
derthe Law it was ſoz, and under 
the Goſpel it is ſo; ſome outward 
truths of Chriſt are ſought after 
more then Chriſt himſelf, and we 
make more of the beams then the 
Sun of righteouſneſſe, & rather warms 
our {elves by the Sparks then the 
Fire, like thoie Souldiers who caſt 
lots for his Garments,bur let his Bo- 
dy alone upon the Croſſe, not bur 
that everything of Chriſt 1s prect- 
ous,yet nothing ſo precious as him- 
ſelfe. * So as Theſe things ought we 
to have done,aud xt to leave the othe 

1ndoue. | 
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| I hope by by his dim time e Froe- - grace 
is no 1 1mowianiſme amonglit be-| 
lievers , yet it hath been ever $4- 
tas policy,and the Lords providence, 
to manage a #7444 ſomerimes 
through a wholeage, yea,and ages 
 t0O, in 410: her name then its owre ; 

and forne other aze have ſeen it for 
a ruth which God would not re- 
veal to thoſe unthankfull times. 


| 
aefſe of error, and Chriſt hath been 


wonrded for him whom they 
 wornded themfelves. 
times we live in had not too many 


reach, 


Bur T have done ; and tf I have 
etredin any thing (for I ſee but in 
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Zizht hath walked abroad ina weil | 
of darknefſe, and Trath m the like- | | 


erwciſied by thoſe who "after knew | 
him for their Zord of glo#y,and were | 
had | 
O --thar the | 
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of theſe, who would perſecute thar || | 
Chriſt now, whom hereafter they 
| may p Ll 
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An Occaſionall Word, 


Gillin out tha: Wine to0 freely ; | 
which the Maſter of the Feaſt, if E | 


miſtake not, had bidden me, ſay- 
ing, Drink, yea, drink abundantly , 
0 Beloved, Cant. 5. 
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| fore under the Law. 
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you may ſce a Spirit of adoption 

in Bondage, and one made poor 
in Sp/rit through the ignorance of 
the riches of grace, and by a legall 
faith (as I may ſay) both under 
Grace & the Law at the ſame time. 
Surely ſuch lega}l Believers are as 
much ſubjc& ro death and bond- 
age in their own apprehenfions,un- 


derthe Goſpel, .as they were . be- 


| N the Experiment of this ſoul, 


| You have here the frame ef this foul, 
or the conſtitution and condition of 

a ſpirit before converſion,under con- 

| yverfion, and under the relapſe cr fal- 
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ling back 7»to the ſame ſins, under | 
WS the \| 


SO Inn » * 


ee, ls. HS I” 


Fug 
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| thjx015 dv lach axe-art cafk 
[| beforeit ,\ For ctþ6: iday brea 


Tothe Reatter:"” 


the temptations far thoſe ſins, & 
der ailegall recovery out: of thoſe 
temptations; and under a Fuller re- 
velation of grace, and 1#pth, onely 


drawnout oftheirown experiences; 


by which we may 'fce what the 
wane . of. the knowledge of Tefns 

Chriſtis: 1And the \more»Chrift is 
known, - & that love of God ro the 
Sons of men;which was manifeſt tn 
the fleſh, the: more that glorious li- 


berty from the Law. $7n, and Sutanf 


is manifeſted in that ſoul. F his 
made Paul deſire 1o to know nothing 
but Teſres Chriſt and him crucified : 

And.the more:this {/ght of the Go- 
ſpol-ſhines-in thefkice of 1cſia Chriſt, 


fleſhand blood diſlblve z and the fha- 
dow» of che Law, as doubts, fears; 
tanidh | 


the ſhodows flieaway. 


ans | 


the more doth the 12norance>of 
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To the Reader. : 


"and &bſervations. is, to hold forth 
the glory of Free-gracg,and that by 
this one. Experiment, Wiſdozs might 
bejuſtified of ber children. O theirichs 
ex of his grace! O the fountain of 
his _ ! O the exceeding and conp- 
evenſrve freene(ſſe,, and the: flow! 
FE his blood ar" 0-4 us, ne 7 
arc polluted in our own!thus he cals 
us beloved, when weare not heloved, 


0.0btain mercy. 


"8 ry we who had not obtamed MereY, 
, | - 


asthis opened, ro deal with the ex- 
-pericnces of afoul iinthis kinde. 


|-. \And for the following conferexce, 
and for my obſervations and other ||| 


tculars, I rook this occafion to 


£4 of fuctia foul, wvere- | 


e 4 
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{And I chought my felf not allicthe | 
happy to have ſuch an efeiinal door | 


re our my diſcourſe of Grae-and || 
-Zlory , trom - 'the: /fairhfull 


5 ke work of nature and grace, ||| 
k: Jos fp, and- Satay, was clearly 
1 vigble| 


To the Reader. 


——_— 


— —  ———— 
_— . 


viſible and diſcernible,rather then 
to found them upon meer wotions 
and conjedturall Principles. For in the 
experiences of 2 fowl, we may morc 
clearly. diſcern the deep things of 
the Spirit, reading them in the ſpi- 
rits of ſuch as. poſlefle Chriſt, (as 
in the Counterpane of the Scrip- 
tures;) for there truth anſwers to 
trutb,as in water face anſwers to face. 
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The Flowings of Chriſts Blood 


1 Of the Parties naturall condition 


| lar (ins long, 
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freely to Sinners 3 


Occaſioned by an experimental! 
Diſcourſe. 


+ of Ss ak 


"_—_ 
and how they felt themſelves ui 


their ſtate of nature, before theydP*R 
could perſwade themſelves they "Y 


had taken Chriſt. 
Quelt. bags A 
V Hat manner of life did you lead| 
as you can Well remember ? Z "os 
Anuſ W. bk > p 
I continuedin a courſe of ſome particu-R 1 


Quelt, 


Haa Jou no fits of terronr of con) Crenc? nh 


| your continuatige in » thoſe o ns ? 4 x3 -" 2 
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Anſw. 

I had ſome gripings and accuſations in 
my continuance in thoſe ſins; but they tar V 
ried not with me. ru 


Queſt, 
Had you any reluttancy in ſmuning, or ai 


# 


| you it With full conſent ? 6: 
| eAn(w. £0) 
Yea, with full conſent, to my remem 
' brance. Fx 

Qunelt. th 


were you witch delighted in thoſe ſins, ſil \ 
as you committed them with greedineſſe, o 
.|were you over-poured partly through thi * 


[| ftrength of corruption ? ler 

Anſw. pn 

I delighted in them, and felt no over- ab 
'powring of that kinde, 

Quelt, © 


In this your natural ſtate how far did the 
light of conſcience check you or put you 7”, 
aw Reformation ? 

AnſW, | 

Upon ſome duties of prayer,and hearing 
[the Word; and checks divers times I had.) 
| Queſt. | # 

Were not your checks ſuch as put you «p- 
#n ſome other reli 010246 duties ? 


| AnſW.| — 
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| Anſw. 
tions inf Yea, both upon prayer,and I made many 
hey tar Vows and Covenants againſt that cor- 
ruption. Queſt. F 
But did you not ſeem to be ſatisfied in the ; 

doing of thoſe, as if all were Well betwixt 
&od and you, having done ſomething that was 
commanded you in Gods word ? 
remem- Anſw. 

| Yea, I thought all was well, tillI brake | 
the bonds _ vows I had made, and then 
» fins, ſol was full of terrours and checks again. 
veſſe, or neſt. 
ugh tht Well:T he time being ſo long ſince, we ſhall |... 

et alone further Yueſtious in this, here be-.| 
png exoagh to let us ſee ſomething of your na- 
10 over.#xrall condition. 
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Of the bondage that a meerly carnall\ 


| man ſins in, and where true ſpiritual! 

hearing freedom is. | 
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bondage, being not able to obey a bettg but 
liw.\We know a Bowl that hath a ſtronf ye; 
byas runs freely; yet all the motion is « not 
that ſide that the on lies; ſo men in nd onl 
ture run all that way the power of thef us 
corruption weighs them, whether to /ff are 
or drunkenneſſe, or covetouſneſſe, 5c. Alll bir 
this is the miſery of men in their //=,a or / 
not ſet free by the ſo» Teſus Chriſt, thi ture 
they are but the ſervants of i» and Sataf /aw 
though they conceive they {in at pleafurſ ma: 
and at their own wils ; While they prom An: 
them liberty, they themſelves (ſaith the 4} wo 
poltle ) are the ſervants of corruption ; fl Ron 
of whom a man ts overcome, of the ſame || the! 
rs brought into bondage, 2 Pet. 2.19, An nol 


ſuch is their condition, as they have nf not 


ſtrength for obedience to a better Lal Teſs 
then the /aw of ſin; For the carnall mind | up 
not ſubject to the law of God, neither inde the 
can be, Rom. 8. Take any whoſe ingeny 
Wit lies fully to one way of trading « of 
| 2 1] of 
art, he cannot naturally apply himſel 
tO any other, but you may diſcern m fe , 
bungling and unſuitableneſſe ; So in thoi ] 
that are naturally ff//, without a 
power of Chriſt within them, they cannq vi 


| frame. themſelves to the wayes of Gd nat 
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but in a way of b-nglin g and hypocriſce,or 
meer form of Religion,like them that could 
not ſound Shibboleth but S3bboleth. It 1s 
only Jeſus Chriſt the Sox, that can make 
us free : If the Son make you free,” then you 
are free indeed. And this freedom ts a rrue 
ſpiritual freedom, both from the dominion 
or /aw of fn, which is the curſe ; and na- 


OO freely to ſinners. 
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ture of fin, which is the corruption. The 
law of the ſpirit of life in Teſus ( hriſt, hath 


made me free from the law of fon and arath : | 


And ſdch a freedom is like Pax/s, who 
would not acknowledge himſelf free asa 
Roman (hould be, till the Magiſtrates 
themſelves came to the prifon, and pro- 
nouneed his liberty : So the believer will 
not count himſelfe free indeed, but from 
Teſus Chriſts own preſence and command 
upon his ſoul ; for it is he only that brings 
the priſoners out of priſon. 


I 1. 
of the reſings of ſin, and ſorrowings 
for fin, which are in a naturall man. 


"Hey that are yet in their carnall or 
unregenerate ſtate, have certain cox- 
vittions againſt fin, from the law of their 


natural conſcience,w® is ſtrong enough to 
B 3 
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reprove, but not to reform or change int(}\ 4 
»ew (reature : £0 as the condition of ſis} © 
is 2 very deceiveable condition; for th | 
kinde of inward woundings or remor « 
for (in, do made them conceive that ſon. ; ? 
G better /ight or principle bears rule in the | 
-z* | then there doth, becauſe they finde-a co! | 
: fit ſometimes, bearing the Image ot th 
ſpiritwall Warfare which is betwixt the fi 
and ſpirit in the regenerate ones; when! 
-| all their re/iſtings of (1m, or ſorrowings aft: 
' +-the comiſſion,is only becauſe they come 
it againſt ſome inward /aWv or beam oft 
tarall g/ory and excellency which 1s 1n t 
ſoul, whereby it in part condemns and e 
cues its ſelf in its converſation. This is th 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks on in the Gentiles,hi 
having not the laW, ds by nature the thin 
| contained inthe law, Which ſbeW the We 
| of the law written in their hearts, Rom.2.\ 
'] 15. Yet this natzrall [aw 1s but very wet | 
in reſpe& of any ?ransfor ming power| | 
hath, as the LaW of the ſpirit of Feſus Chni | 
T hath in it ſelf. We ſee in a clear froſty ip 
rhongh the Zocor ſhines very bright, at 
the Stars too ; yet not ſo, but 1t is cv 
and hard, as if there were no /ight at all 
but the Sz hath another kinde of pow!) 
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| and enforcing Warmth in the beams of it : 


How far many go in a formall profeſſion, 


| 4 ſtate, are by the power of the Word,an 


and obſervations, while the Power and | 


, wile then in a kinde of naturall way tw 
notion, and ſo forrging up a Religion a@FEM 
| cordingly to themſelves, of pleating anti 
 Ciſplealing, and by what they do or do A Pe 
' and putting all ſatusfattion and pardort 7 oy 
' ſi, and ſalvation, in things of form aj ! "6 
| Outward ohadience, a3 Vowes, Covenants, + * 
| &c. out Wleformation, &c. And th 
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So it is in thoſe that are enlightned only 
by the law of natzre or conſcience,they are 
cold and hard,or impenitent, and have no 
warmths or meltings as are in the true be- 
lievers or regenerate- 


ITT. 


and meer naturall religion, raiſed np a 


little by the power of the Word. 
Obſerve, they that are in their carnal, 's 


the common light of conſcience bearing 
witneſle to the /aW of the Word, carried 
1nto a form of retigion;but it is ſuch a form 
as1s made up moſt of ontward obedience |... 
Spirit of Jeſus Chrift is not inall their | 
thoughts,they looking at Ged no other 
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though they know God, yet they glorifie him 
not a; God,but become vain in their imagy 
nations,and change the glory of the incorrupe 
tible God inte an image made like unto cor. 
| rwptible may ; For going about throwgh 1 
natural knowledge or light ro eftablip! 
their own righteouſneſſe, they ſubmit not t\ 
the righteouſneſſe of God or Jeſus Chriſt. S0 
as here we may ſce the danger of reſting in| 
fuch carnal! forms and convittions, and' 
way of obedience without the power of Te: 
ſus Chriſt ; there ts but a more gloriout 


| | damnation to be 20G at beſt in them: Ther- 


fore let us breath towards the more ex» 


Spirit of Teſws Chriſt , becaule all other 
faith is but a dead faith ; which though it 
may gofarin the reſemblance, carrying the 
image of ſomething like the new man, as the 


others that judge bur according to the ap- 


life in ſuch aſoul,noChri/t formedin ſuch a 
ſoul,rhere can be neither any right ſþiritwal 
enjoyments,nor any ſolid communion with 
God in Chrilt;& yet all the changes of the 


cellent and powerfull workings of the! 


faint reflections of the Sun in a cloud, look . 
like theSun,but are not;and may both de- + 
*} ceive the ſoul of the per/or: where it 1s, & of 


pearance;yet there being no true ſpiritual | 
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irit may ſeem to be there to ſuch a car- 
nall 2925 AIATEM heart: There may 
be repentance or a kinde of forrow forfin, 
as Ahab had ; there may bea kinde of jo 

in the Goſpel-ordinances , as Herod had ; 
there may be a kinde of reforming, as in 
the ſame Herod,\Who did many things that 
Tohn taught ; there may be ja kind of faith, 
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and in time of trempration fell away ; there 


eaten and drunk_in thy preſence, and thou 
haſt taught in owr ſtreets Þ there may be 
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conuvittions of ſin, as in Felix who trem> 
bled at Pamls preaching : But all theſe are 
not yet in the power of Chrs/t, nor in the 
life of the /pirir, and therefore all ſuch re- 


4s in them who believed in the Parable, M k 


may be a kinde of frequenting the word | 
preached, as in thoſe that ſay, Have we not |- 


ligion is but that of a carnal profeſſur, or a; 


| ſelf-decerver,or [elf-hypocrit, who deceives* 


not another more then he doth himſelfe'; 
And in areligion or form of goalineſs of thy 


age Or fear with it, which ſhewes ſuch to be 
children of the bond-weman, not of the 
free ; for the Sox having never made 
them free, they cannot be free indeed, 
nor can there be any of that pure oy 
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[and eace in believing ; 10 as the fruit q 
and | ww graces of ſuch, are bat like 
| the berries upon the thorn in. the, wa 
fide, not like the grapes upon the vine; 
and that comforts are damped ever andy 
non with the workings of the ſþ:rit « 
bondage and fear, which make them like; 
Belſhazaer, to be afraid in their time 0f: 
feaſting, and moſt formall profeſſion, 
becauſe of the hand-writing of Ordinance: 
upon the wall, or the. Zaw, unto which 
they are yet in 4ondage upon every (in, and 
-+tfalling, being ever awakened by the curſe 
= |-and condemnation due to ſin: And thus* 
like Wandering ſtars, and clouds without 
water, they are ever rolling up and down, 
and never eſtabliſhed ; they are not built, 
- | on that Rock, Feſns Chreft, and other forn- 
— . | dation can no man lay : And ſuch live like 
”--4xhildren, who-only Wink, and will not /ce 
| that danger they are afraid on : So many 
of theſe they dare not look on their for- 
mer lives,nor caſt up their account of (ins, 
- | a@r reckon with their conſciences;for the 
'| b{00d of ſprinkling is not there, and with- 
{ out blood there is noremifion ; and with- 
out 7ew4//ion there is no boldneſſe againlt |, 
fn, 00 /ooking conſcience 1n the face. 
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of the Parties firſt trouble for the fins 1500 
they lived in, which is ſuppoſed to be\ * 
the time of converſion, or calling, or 


light from Chriſt. 


veſt, WE 
OW came you = troubled for theſe## 
fins * Was it from ſome Sermon, or 8 
ſome Diſcourſe, or reading the Word, or | * 
how ? 
Anſw. | 

It was not by Sermon, ner from any 

Diſcourſe, nor by reading the Word. 
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ther proviaence * | gt A'S 
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Yea, by ſome ſudden accident, or prey. 
vidence, * 
Quelt, Fe 

Had you left = courſe of ſin, before this = 
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Queſt. 
How did you leave it ? Upon any ſtrong 


evill you ſaw in it ? 
| Anſw. 


me leave. 
Queſt, 
But how came you firſt as you thought to 
be convinced againſt this ſin ? 
Anſ(w. 


to reprove one of a particularſin, whom I 
had faid in a taſh word I would never re- 


thoughts. Quelt. 

Upon the breach of your Word, or upon the 
theughts of your living in ſin ? 

AnſW. 


' Firſt, upon the breach of my word; then, || 
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Anſw. =o 
Yea, 


convittion,or ſleight convittion only becauſe. 
you would leave ſin in the generall? Or, Wa! 
Jour ſin left by you upon ſome particular e:) 


{.., Tleft it, becauſe I ſaw it was a ſin, and 1! 
*F had a deſire to leave what Preachers bid 


By the accident, which was this ; Going | 


| —_— 


prove again, and at the inſtant, an hor- 
 rour and trembling fell upon me, and 
{\then my courſe of ſinning came into my 


| 
HoW came your trembling firſt upon you ?| 


chat. 


— 


| ſtrong 


becauſe. 
Jr, Wa 
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ers bid: 


ht to 


on. 
JOINS | 


hom I 
Er re- 

hor- | 
and] 
0 my. 
You ' 
»n the 


then, |! 


that 


” % 
at . : I 4a. 
% - > + Y - 
” 


ww 1 1D WES. 


ON 


= 
_ 


freely to ſinners. 


13 


| —— 


| D—— 


that was taken away, and the other only 
of my living in fin remained. 


Queſt. 


you Went to reprove ? 


Anſv. 
Nay, but told the party they were un- 
done, and they had undone me, 


Anſw. 

I ran up and down , and could not reſt, 
but thought my ſelf undone, and was 2s it 
were diſtracted in my ſelf. 

Queſt. 
HoW long did you conceal it ? 
Anſw. 
It was year before I revealed it. 
Queſt, 
Were you not quiet ſometimes in conſcience? 


Anſw. 


wondered in my ſelf at my trouble; then 
on a ſudden ir came upon me again. 


Quelt. 
Did you not in- this year apply your: ſel 


| much to Sermons ? ; 


Did you open your minae to the party that 


Anſwi | 


=" 
| 


Queſt. 4: 
What did you in your trouble of minde > 5." 


j 


| Yea, I thought my conſcience quietdizg.; 
vers times in that year, and ſometimes 
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Anſw. 
Yea, but not with delight ;I was «ve 
loath to hear. 
Queſt. 


Why Were you loath to hear ? Was i 
through fear to be more Wounded by Se; 
mons, or from ſome carnall ſlothfulneſſe , 

ou ? Anſw. 

Nay,for I thought every Sermon woul 
riſe in judgement againſt me ; yer I wasi 
a ſad condition in that, ever a ſtrait b 
twixt hearing, and not hearing - for if 
did not hear, I was afraid that I contem 
ned the Ordinance; and if I did hear, 
was afraid of judgement. 

Quelt. 

HoW came in the trouble or terrowr wpon\ 
you When it came in * Through much think: 
ing of lrving in ſin, or how *? 

NW. 

It came in ſuddenly, and very violently, 
when I would not have thought of my 
former life. 

Queſt, 


Would you not apply your ſelf much to 
company, or buſeneſſe, to put aWay ſuch 
thoughts ? eAnſW. 

Yea,l wow doin that kinde, what 
could 
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could to put them from me. 
Quelt. 

What ſpirituall courſe did you take then ? 

X/W, : 

Iſought much by prayer, that God 
would comfort me, that I might not re- 
veal my condition. 

Queſt, 
Whether had you any ſtrong per[Waſion ts 
reveal your condition ? 
eAnſ\s. 
Yea, very {trong. 
Quelt. 

Were thoſe perſWafions ſuddex, or (ome 

continued ſetled perſwwaſions ? 
AnſW. 

They were not ſudden, but continued 
upon conſiderations with my ſelf, that .] 
could not in my ſelf be ſatisfied. 

Queſt. 

Did you then reſolve to reveale your cox- 

dition ? 


eAnſw. 

Yea, but when I came to Preachers, I 
went away oftentimes, and did not re- 
veal my ſelf; nay, I could not, it went ſo 
agairit my heart, and temptations of fear, 
and ſhame wege upon me. 


a Quelt. | 


Pp." 


£ 


n =O Po 
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veſt. 

But When you wfre to reveal your ſelf, 
Was it wpon thoughts to get ſomething of ad. 
vice from them in the generall to allay yow 
trouble, or that you might receive ſome ſoul. 


AnſW. 

One main thing, I am ſure, was to g 
ſome ſoul-ſfaving-comfort, and partly ul 
reſpe& of ſome other concerned with me, 

Queſt. | 

Fhen you came to deal with the Preacher. 

you came to, What defires had you toward 
Chriſt as youremember ? 

Arnſw. | 

WhenlIcame to them, I would have 

done any thing, and deſired that they 


might finde Chriſt. 
Queſt. 

HoW ad you finde your ſelf for the tim: 
after you had revealed your ſelf ? In What 
arfpoſition to the means of grace ? 

AnſW. 


cm 


of {in ; nor me thought could 2 be content 
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ſatisfattion, and true fpiritual comfort ? | Py 
ol 


would preſcride me any means that 1} 
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an 
ve 


Thad an earneſt defire after ſalvation,and & 
I was very much afraid of fin; I could net-| 
ther think, nor ſpeak, nor do, but in fear} 
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| with deſires after /a/vatios 3 but I earneſt- 
ur ſelf, ly deſired after boline[ e of life, and aoing 
77 of ad.| the will of God. | 
Ay You Queft. 
me ſoul. When you did reveal your ſelf to ſome 
fort ? | Preacher, hat did he ſay to your condition? 
eAnſW. 

to or He aid, he made no queſtion but it was 
xrtly uf an happy condition, becauſe God had re- 
ith me] vealed my condition to let me ſee my fin. 


| Queſt. 
eacher What courſe did he bid you rake ? 
oward AnſWv. 


He bid me be humbled for ſin,and pray, 
| and ſet me upon duties ; but I heard not 
4 haye] any thing of Chriſt ſpoken yer. 


t they Quelt. 
that 1 What did you ſay to this? 
| Anſw. 
I objected I could not pray. 
£ i Quelk, 
z; What What [aid he to you then ? 
Anſw. 


He asked me if 1 could not deſire to pray, 

»n,and/ &told me my deſires to pray Were praiers;he 
1d nei rold me Ezekzah could not pray but chat- 

1 fear te7,and yet it was accepted; he told me of 
ntent | the Publican,who ſaid, Lord be merciful to 
with? —— # mM 


— — —— —_ 


— 


[18 


me 4 ſinner ; and asked me if 1 could ng 
ſay ſo much. 
Queſt. 


Did not theſe ſatisfie you ? 
eAnſW. | 
Nay,theſe did not fatisfic me ; for thi 
Scripture was in me, Theſe people dra 
neer to me with their lips, but their heart 
are far from me; and me thought my hear! 
was net as it ſhould be, nor ſpiritu} 
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enough. Queſt. | 
It ſeems then you Were not ſatisfied Wit 
that he /aid ? 
Anſw, 


Yea, for I asked him how IT might kno! 
my deſires to pray were for Gods glon 
a ndnot my own ends, 


Quelt. 
What as:ſwer aid he make to you ? 
Anſw. 


Fe faid, by the conſtancy of them. 
Quelt. 
What did you ſay to that ? 
Anſw, 
I anſwered, ſometimes ] had ſome de 
 fires-lometimes cold deſires, fometimesw 


deſires. & 
Quelt. | 
What did he ſay then?" Anſul : 
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Anſw. 

He ſaid, deſires were not always alike, 
ſometimes flagging ; but becauſe I did not 
reſt in not deſiring, therefore he ſaid, my 
delires were conſtant, 

Queſt. 
Were you not ſatisfied with that anſwer ? 
Anſy. 

Nay, for TI thought 1 muſt have more 
then deſires, I mult have endeavors ; I 
thought deſires were nothing, but ſome- | 
timesT had no deſires, 

:ueſt, 
What ſaid he then ? 
Anſw. d 
He asked me if I had a deſire, that 1 
might deſire ; that was a ſtay to me a lit- 
tle, but it would not hold. 
uelt. 

What elſe did he bid you do ? 

Anſw. > 

He bid me repent and be ſorry for my |; 
(in, Quelt. -» 
Could yo unot be ſorry ? 
eAn(w, F 

Nay, I could not be ſorry fora fin asa þ-* 
{in againſt God, 1 thought; but for fear of 
hel and damnation, which I thought was a 
legall 
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legall ſorrow, and ſlaviſh terrour, which Tu! 
das and Cain had. 


Quelt. 
What ſaid he to that ? 
AnſW. 
He ſaid, ſorrow for {in might go with) 
| ſorrow for puniſhment, as David faith, 
I am afraid of thy Jn 
Que 
What tay you ſay to this ? 
Anſw. 


I ſaid, great fins ſhould have great ſorroWr. 


life, Idid not ſorrow enough for them, 
Queſt, 
What ſaid he then ? 
An(w. 

He told me of that place of theCorinthi-| 
ans : Tea, What fear, yea;what indi gnation, 
&c. And asked me if theſe were not in 
me ; I anſwered him as I did before, Yea, 


truth of them, 
Queſt, 
What did he then ? 
Anſw. 
He bid me try further. 


| 


| 
| 


my fins which had been a great part of my| 


theſe were in me; but I queſtioned the]; 
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Quelt. 

And what did you upon further triall ? 

Anſw. 

I found I could ſorrow more for out- 
ward things,as for the horrors of he/ ; but 
TI had not ſuch a ſorrow as ſhould be 1n 
Gods children, as brokenneſſe of heart, and 
meltingneſs of hearr. 

Leſt. 

How did other of the Preachers you Went 
to, aeal With you ? 

Anſw. 


but my condition was happy. 
Queſt 
Conld you not fall then upon ſuch a conr(e 
4 they bid you, and be contented ? 
Anſw. 
| 1 diddefire to enter upon ſuch a courle, 


pent,nor I could not walk in ſuch a courſe. 


Quelt, 


nſw. 
Yea,they ſaid I muſt labour to believe, 
and that Chriſt came into the World to;ſave 


{-nners,and ſuch Were ſome of youbut ye are 


Others bid me be ſorry for my ſins,and | of 
lead a better life, and made no queſtion | ** 


buy I could not pray, noerI could not re-. 


But aid they not talk to you of believing ? o h 4 
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Waſhed, ana ye are clean} /ed : But this their ? 
urging me was not at firſt, but a good time * 
after they had bidden me to repent and| 


be ſorry. 
ueſt. ſel 

Did all ſay to you you dealt with to thi q 
purpoſe ? Ch 
Anſ(w. ins 


Nay, one bid me beleeve meerly inf, 
Chriſt, I asked him how I could beleeve ;} xo, 
he told me, { hriſt came into the world tl 
ſave ſinners, andI was bound to believe} | 
becauſe I was loſt in my ſelf, and faw a} ,,, 


need of Chriſt. des 

Quelt. | £0 

Did he not bid you ſeek for qualifications} $4, 

or conditions fir ft in your ſelf ? {w 
Anſw. | 

Nay, I might kindle | puns he ſaid, and |} 

lie down in the ſpaks of my owne Kkind- || wi 


ling. | | m 

Queſt. ir 

When they did apply promiſes to you, why |\ m1 
could you wot lay hold of them *? | 

Anſw. | et 

I thought I could not, I was not con-|| G; 

ditioned for the promiſe ; for there was | [ An 

ſach conditions in them,as I could not find. 


: _ Queſt. | 
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; their}. T9402 Queſt © - 

d time® 7;4 you not ſee any need of Chriſt ? 

t and AnſW. 


Yea, but it was I thought rather for my 

{ſelf-ends,then for love to Chriſt. One ask- 

to thifed me, if 1 could be contented without 

Chriſt ;if it were poſſible that I had my 

| [finsparddnedand peace of conſcience,and 
rly it} nor have Chriſt: I anſwered, I did not 
leeve ;Þ know. 

rld ta ac. 

elieve,} But after all theſe proceedings, and ſoul- 
law 1 conflitts,Which I perceive you had, and your 
dealings with many concerniag your condi- 
| Þ tion: How came you to that aſſurance of your 
-AHon\) calling and the ſpirit, as you Were once per- 


 [waded you had *? 


| Anſw. 
id,and! 1 ſhall relate unto you my experiences 
kind-|] which I had ( asI was then aſſured on) of 
| my calling. 
Firlt,when I was minded to make away 
', WH) || my ſelf for my fin, the Lord ſent into my 
minde this word, I have loved thee With an 
|| everlaſting love : Ah thought I then, hath 
| CON- | | Gea loved me with ſuch an everlaſting love, 
Ee Was | and ſhall T fin againſt ſuch a God | 
Secondly, I had many doubts and fears, 
| | bur 
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but through the ſtrengrh of Chriſt I oy 
came all : "Theſe doubts and fears ar 
from the examination of my ſelf hoy! 
could finde the work in my ſoul agree: | 
it 
tl 


ble to that teſtimony ; for I was mucky; |! 
fraid of being deluded. | 
Thirdly , the promiſe in 7/ay 55. 


did ſtay my heart, and Chriſt in my pt | P 
taking of him in hisOrdinances did f 
ly witneſfle, and exceedingly, that hewf| 
my Chriſt. ec 
Fourthly, I went on for ſome time#| ** 
of joy and of comfort, upon theſe pt 
miſes,and another I had, Fear ner, 7 wal le 
with thee, I Will never leave thee,1 will ke 


ver forſake thee. Ee 

Fifthlyl vvas in fears again, that I coub}] 7? 
not pray,but I had a promiſe, 7 will ful 
the deferes of them that fear me : Thele, 
many more,were my grounds and evid 
ces,which I thonght were right then wh 
I had them. 

Sixthly. ſometimes in hearing the Wor 
Chriſt did witnefle to my ſoul,yet but {c 
dom. 

But, O how I did ſtrive againſt 
work, as I thought, of my being called, 
put away all promiſes of mercy from 
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1 may jultly fay, T he Lord ſaved me whe- 

| ther 4 wenldor no. /. |. | 
Sometimes-.I was dead and could nat 

prays ſometimes very much quickned and 


irced up, and I could powre out, my ſoul 
in much ſorrow and remorſe for fin. O me | } 
© | rhought 1 could ſpend a whole night in |: 
' praying for what my ſoul wanted ! ® 
That which I much deſired in prayer , 
was {till that my ſinful foul might be heal- 
ed of (in; and that running iſſue offin that 
ran and ceaſed not,might be {topped: & 
Yetin this my time, and choſe dayes, I |-:% 
ſeldom deſired pardon of (in till L were fic. 
|| ted for mercies : But now 1 ſec we are 
{| pardoned freely, I cannot even now-bur 
| ſay this. O reſt not therefore in your own 
duties, leſt you periſh in the ſacks you 
kindle, as 1 had almoſt done, 
I obſerved a good-providence of the | © 
rd to me, in providing me ſtill many |, 
hriſtians to complain to in this my Con- Jo 
dition. 
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on the former Diſcourſe. | 
L.':.--r191 dn 

of the Preachers ſeveral dealings wi 
this Party to ſettle them, and not in 


] 

f 

4 way of beleeving firſt. 

r 

Obſerve;That now this ſoul queſtioni r 
' 

( 

c 


the truth of all their aſſurances, the; 
labour to perſwade it to faith or beleevi 
upon 2 ground of SanRiheation in the 
ſelves, which hath no evidence, nor for t 
_ can bring any demonſtration tot 1 

irit : for Satan, and the Parties owff 4 
/albefting heart, will not let them beleey £ 
any er#th in that which they have founf * 
ſo faulty : As for inſtance, a man that hat 
had cauſe to be jealous of his wife,and hatl {: 
| ſeen ſome miſcarriages, all the friends (Mf © 
can make are not able to ſatisfic and ral 
away all grounds of tear and jealoulie frofj © 
him by their perſwaſton , but he will luq © 
ſuſpeR, becauſe he once had ſome 
ground,and unlefle they can take away h 


t. _ 
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+" |} ] they cannot perſwade him to that : So in 
N$? | that ſoul where there hath been real fail- 
as ſe | 1] ings, and a ſpiricual diſcerning of its own 
"1 1' | anrighteaxſneſſe, all the perſwaſtons of 0- 
thers cannot make it have any good opi- 
{|nion of itſelfe , nor perſwade it of its 
'.-\ 3] righteouſneſle, unkefle they can take away 
285 Wi | that wnrighteonſneſſe and fin, and make it 
not in\| to be no in, and no wnrighteon[ne([, e; For 
} the ſoule which is only troubled for ſin, 
| muſt be ſetled upon ſome thing which is 
eſtionit}} not (1n;and upon a rigbteonſreſſe, either in 
res, they it ſelfe, or ſome other , or there can be. 
elceving no ſertlement, peace, or comfort in that 
in then ſoul : And yet this is the common way of 
21 for th} dealing with /onls, and bringing them up þ 
ion ro into aſſurance, as chus, Repent and pray 323 
rties on and live an holy life , and walk according} * 1 
n belee tothe law of God : and if. they anſwer, }_ * 
ve foun they cannor doe thus, © then, ſay they;car 
\ that hat] J9s nor deſire to pray and repent?and it they | 7 
22nd hat lay they cannot defire.0 byt then fay they, 
riends (0M £47 you not deſire that you may deſire ? And |? 
and tal thus they winde them up by acts of their | -- PF 
ouſie frofj 9WD ſpirit, and run chem out to the end © 

e willlt of their @wn workings ; when alas, thefe' 
ſome 10 deſires of deſires, and the ſpinning of ſuch 
e away il tive threds in winity,- are not {ttong e- 
| | nough 
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enough to binde up a broken ſpirir. Th mo 
is but the broken work of a ſoul; for half (if 
many have deſired to enter in and bay} But 
not been able?Nay, Who. is there not the] wit 
have a deſire ? All the World of commay Ian 
bcievers are carried on by this princix on 3 
of a deſire. We ſee now the vanity of lf nef{ 
reaſonings with a ſoul troubled for fingalf thin 
queſtioning the truth of the /pirirwal Wal take 
in themſelves : Such kind of arguing mi give 
give ſome hints to the ſoul that hath to ow: 
Spirit of God in it, and ſome ſpiritual alf take 
ings,to-pacifie and perſwade ir a whilebq are. 
cauſe it findes ſomething in ir ſelf agraf m:/c 
able to ſuch a diſcourſe ; bur theſe are uf [tea 
narrow and weak to bear up the burdg furt! 
of (in, and legal terrors ; like the botta whit 
and point of a top, which being fo ſm dare 
may for ſome. time that it is in motiq red 
bear up the body of the top as we tee. bf will 


{ when the motion is done, the top atſy 


having nothing | proportionable to ſug veal 


| port it: Sothe 1oule rurns upon (onf Eltal 


hints of comfort a while,but flatcens agaif figh 
And this is the furtheſt and ſtrongeſt ſar} Chr 
Faction the diſcourſe of ſuch Divines @ com 
give ; yet I deſpiſe them not in this li ouſle 
they have, ſo they contend not againſt <q Pro! 


= 


— 


more glorlous /ight of truth, but the Lord 
I (if he pleaſe) reveal more unto them : 


(WF nefſe, or to fatishe themſelves by ſome- 


q give them no 9y»tment but blood of their 
4 take that.other way which many do that 
 -;/es to them firſt, which many times in 


4 further off, bringing ſome conditions, 


« red by Chriſt and his freenefle. But you 
will ſay what way will you cake then? I 


| veale to me : Firlt, the laying down, and| _ 
eltabliſhing, and bringing forth a perfet |" 
q righteouſneſle, even the righteouſneſſe of | + > 
ay Chrilt; and then ſhewing forth the way-of 
common right and interelt to this righte- | 
of ouleneſle, which is contained in the freeſtÞ*:,. 

promiſes for bringing ſoulsto cloſe wich, WY 
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But you will ſay, how will you deal then 
with a ſoul thus puzzled,and queſtioning? 
I anſwer, I ſhall not dare to place them 
on any bottom of their own righteoul- 


thing-only in themſelves; that were to 
take the diſeaſe for the F hyſitian, and to 


own Woxnd to heai them; nor ſhould I 
are of this legal {train too,as to apply pro- 
ſtead of drawing the /ox/to Chriſt, puts ir 
which the ſoul queſtioning in themſelves 


dares not meddle with before it be prepa- 


anſwer, That way which the Scriptures re- 


— 


- 


C 3 and 


mmm. 
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*, 


YA 


q 


| ts condemnation, He that beleeveth 


| demned : and this being a Scripture-way 


c—— — 


and partake of this perfeRion, and righte 


- T I is feving of Chriſts B Blond ood 


oulreſſe ; more plainly thus, Chriſt crmi 
fied 15 the foundation, and corner fone, 
rock for ſinners. The righreouſneſſe of thi 
Chriſt is every way perfeR and complea; 
this r:ghtconſneſſe is that which hath r 
away the /ins of the world, ſo as no /i 
now to be ſatished for, nor ne »eW rig 
reonſnefſe to be wrought by any for [att 
tion;only, all rhat wilt be faved are to 
{eve their intereſt and right in this 749 
o#/reſſe, and already purchaſed [alvati 
And for the way of coming by a righ1,0 
purchaſing an intereſt in this 74 ghteonf) 
or /alvation, it1s keld out without price 
works,in the freclt, cleareſt promiſes of 
vation to ſinners, only for taking and 
ceiving, & believing in, all being wro 
to our hands.So 2s this is as good a gro 
for-one to beleeve on,as another, with 
Exception : and in this way of falvario 
to beleeve is life eternal,ard not to bele 


eternal life,and he that believeth not tc 


I would leave the foul upon theſe. pris 
 ples,& under this Commandment, Bel: 


| owthe Lord leſus Chriſt:for this is the C 


mandm 


—— 


Leleen 


| rance,asthat upon ſuch a meaſure of repe 


ak 


we —_—— 
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wandment, that'ye beleeve on his Son, Cc. 
BurgouWwillſay, wharifa ſoul anſwer, 
I carne belerue,'1 am not elefted ? Ihall 
anſwer then tofſuch a foul, thus, Youware 
beund to beleeve,becauſe it is a command- 
ment,and you are not to make an objettion 
from eleftton or reprobution, an your 
beleeving,for that were to {er one part of 
the :rwth againſt che other: And thus you 
milinterpret both God and his Word. 
But you will ſay, How if a foul anſwer, 
I cannot belreve for all this? 1 an{wer, This 


= 


ſuch ro-the Lord,who is the o»/y awthor,and 
finiſher cf tart Heb. 12. 2, And for cfta- 
bliſhing ſouls upon any works of their 
ovvn, as a vvay, mcans, or ground. of aſſu: ; 


tance or obedience,they may belecve by,l 
riphteonſneſſe, becauſe Þ finde-no. infallible 
motive,” I finde'in the Old or New Teſta- 


ment ſeatce afty be/rever that ſtood the ſu”. 
reſt;”:|but they had: ſome cauſe through ſin 


| 
| being a Scriprure-way,and the cleareſt way | 
| | revealed to ſalvation, I ſhall commendÞ}/ ; 


| 


and cotruption., and that untegenerate? 
law 


__— 
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mark in ahy thing bf our own one's | a 
on, ſave'in a lower way of perſwaſion, ox&J 


dare not deal iti any'fachvvay of-our own |.,,M ? 


Dy - 
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| lawintheir members to {uſpeR their rich 


| Lord himſelf commended to his DEE ; 


:conſneſs,as David,and Peter,&.Panl,& , 

And likewiſe the ſtream of the Word run] * 
all againſt our own righteouſneſs. Bur ya + 
will ſay, What are all che drvers Scriptum] |, 
which ſer us upon 7r5a/and examirationlf ,, 
our faith and Works?I aniwer, There 1s a) "A 
other kinde of analogy and rwle to inte 
pret theſe by,more principal, and not 
aſſurance for ſalvation. Theſe are rathe 
marks for others then oxy ſelves, to kno 
us by; as in the *Epi/tes of John and 7a 
&c: And for thoſe other few Scriptur 
they are rather to be interpreted to t 
reſtimony of the Spirit of God witneſlin 
and perſwading,then to the mixt, ſpiritu4 
ally. carnal works of our obedience and 
halinefle,which can give but a mixed ao 
aſſurance at the beſt, being of a mixed n# 
rure of fleſh and ſpirit, But you will ſay 
Whar ;way: of. aſJurance; will you. -com- 
mend to a ſoul thus troubled 2 I anſwer, 
Chriſtin the word and-promile to beliexe 
infor aſſurance. This, was that, way the 


as to Peter, when he knew he ſhould deny 
_ and ;fore-rold himiof-ir, and- pull 


how it would diſcourage bim, and woupd 
him; ? : 


F 


— — 


Blood 


011 riok 
Paul,& 
ord run 
Bur ya 
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nations 
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vay the 
+{ciples, 
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him; yethe puts not Peter to this courſe, 
ſaying, Peter, thou aft an holy #bedient lo- 
ving Apoſtle ; remember this to comfort 
thy ſe}funder thy denial,But he ſays, Peter, 
[ have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not. 
And thus he baid him,in an incouragement 
from a word or promiſe to beleeeve by, 
and not from any thing in himſelf ; and fo 
to his Diſciples when he was to leave 


| themyhe laid them not in afſurances thus,O 


my diſciples,though I am from you, yet ye | 
have been thus and thus penitent, humble, 
loving, obedient ; and let this be your 
ground and aflurance when I am gone : 


| But.he layes in words and promiſes, Tow 


believe in God, beleeve allo in me ; Iwill 


ſend the Comforter ,and-I will ſee you again; 


and theſe are the grounds for their afſu- 
rance to beleeve by ; and this was Abra- 
hams way , he believed the promiſe in hope 


avainſt hope :. And ſo all that walk i» the 


ſteps of the faith of aur father Abrahans. 


I. bo. 
The unſtablenefſe of ſuch as are not 
converted in a pure Goſpel-way. 


I obſerve,that the calling and co nyerſion | 
C's which * * 


[ IOY 


_ 


Na; 
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not from a pure and clear apprehenſiq 
of 7eſs Chriſt revealed in the Goſpel, C 
venant, or Promi(es, though there mayh 
truth in ſuch a calling, and Chriſt receiv 
yer the 94nner being not in the way! 
pare Goſpol-diſpenſation, the ſon]! may v 
| exceedingly puzled and perplexed : | 
though Chri/# may be truly there, yi 
being not in a Goſpel-form, but a /egad, th 
ſoul may miſtake, and loſe the knowledp 
of Chriſt: as when Chrift was in the hab 
of a Gardiner, Mary knew him not, an 
when he walked with the two Diſciplest 
Emaus,they knew him not. And thus mt 
ny under the Law,though they had Chi 
as truly then as now, yer not 1n that form! 


Promiſes,as now: And Chriſt obſerves thi 


implying how their Fa:zth was more at- 
ried out to Godas then, than to himſett: 
and-therefore he adds, Beleeve alſo inmt. 
'thax is, Now let me manifeſted in the 
| fleſh, be the truth whom you beleeve. 


T 


which ſouls havein a legally-Goſpel-wa | 


_ 


| NOr manifeſted in the fleſh, and the frii 


to his Diſciples, Ne beleeve in God, ſays bt? 


| 


1 
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ITI. 
The ſeveral ways which the Lord 
makes uſe on'to ſalvation.\” 


I obſerve, That the Lord doth improve 
many Waies and wears to bring a foul un- ! 
der the power of the Goſpel,as ſeveral acts-; 
dents and occafiowr though thoſe thinps are 
not-properly or.prineipally: to'be. called 
the miniſtery of Chriſt, orthe Go l-ordi- 
nance for revealing Teſs Chriſt ; but they 
are like the Chariot in which the Ennuch 
rid, which was only an oxtWard Accommo- 


per and more immediate 'means, was the 
Book of the Prophets which he had with 
him in his charior. We fee Pax! was by a 
ſudden accident brought into a way. for the 


dation to his receiving Chriſt;but the pro-  * 


means of his receiving Chriſt, but Ananias: 


theLordto be.a way of conveying the 
; Power of Chs/# upon his ſoul. Faithrom 
| meth by hearing,and the Goſpel is that Pows 


| comes by the .preaching of Faith, 
R | IV, 


— — 
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Goſpel to have the free pafſage'to his ſoul ;; |; 
nor did that accident of occaſron ſerve as they 


« m 
” 
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oy 


was ſent to him, the means inſtituted: by $#& 
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I'V. 


Teſus. Chriſt, is.the cauſe.of many 
adiftrattions in believers, 


The want of pure Goſpel\ knowledge ir | 


I obſerve,when the Lord ſends the Lil 
of Jeſus Chriſt into a ſoul that hath fo 
merlybeen indarkyeſs, and.in the ſoadgul 
ofMeathzthen it begins to; ſee its corruption 
and /xfts;andif there were any maſter-þ 

or chief-ſin which had dominion, as luſt i 
ſome, pride in others, revenge in othen 

Worldly- mindedneſs in others, then the ſo 

preſently is pricked upon the diſcovery. 
thar,and there is a remor{e and perplexii) 
in the /ox/ : They in the As after Pete 
had laid open. their fx of ſhedding ht 
blood of Chriſt were pricked to the hear 
for it, and were.inwardly troubled, and! 


foall we de? And if there be not a clear ww; 
derſtanding of Teſus Chriſt and the Goſpel, 


| 


wounded, ſaying, Men and brethren wha” 


the ſoxl thus wounded will groan under 
maty legal convittions, and the ſoul will, 
hardly  diſtiyguifh irs, condition from 3 


ſorrowing under the power of the Lav.) 


worſe or more -miſerable, even that of), 


4 | 


| 
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Chriſt, and had his word | that ' his faith 
ſhould not fail; his tears, and Tudas ſorroWw- 
ing,had been all of one co/oxy and kinde,to 
the preſent and-.not clearly enbghtued ap | .& 
prehenſion;as Toſeph,whotillhe had open= |" 
ed himfſelFto his Brethren, was miſtaken 
by them for a cruell and a harſh Gover- 
nour ; but when they ſaw it was their bro- 
ther Joſeph, O what meltings and -embra- 
cings were then amongſt them |! Many a 
ſoul convinced by that Spirit which Chy:ſ+ 
hath ſent to reprove the wor {d of ſin, walks 
ſadly under the Woxnd or burden, not 
knowing the nature or condition of {uch a 
ſpiritual wound ; and many Preachers like 
ſome Chirsrgions who keep their Patients 
from: healing. too ſoon, that they may 
make the cure the more. admired, do ac- 
cordingly keep ſuch. /ox/s - with their. 
wounds open ; and if. they, powr in any 
thing,it 15 rather ze thenOyl, rather ſom- 
thing of the Law then the Goſpe/ ; ſo as 
they are not only long in healing and get- 
ing peace through efzs, Chriſt ; But they 
carry aſcar with them (till, and' are as tt 
were lamein their conſciences a long time 
after, like jome poor Patients that have 


| 


TY? had | 
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| had as much of the aicend fcth cut aways 
the rotten,and ſo have been healed, thoug) 
| but to a bodily 5nfirmity alttheir life time 
All-thisis for want of the! knowledge 0; 
the Spirit @f 4>priox being in ſuch a fi, 
andthe ſpirits workings in-the cleer 2 


ro enlighten the world that there is aSm 
but there muſt be acleer body of Air fo 
this Sx»: to ſhine through) and of the af 
plication of Goſpel-promiſes, of perſwagdin 
to faith and beleeving in Jeſus Chriſt ft 
the pardon of ſin, which ſettle, and afſur 
and eſtabliſh a ſoul more.; and the /igh 
that comes in through ſuch Goſpel applies 
tioxs, and power, will exceedingly welt | 
ſoul, and Wound x ſoul : But they are the 
Wonnding.s and meltings of /ove, and tit 
Spirit of Adoption,not of fear and _— 
but of power, love, and of a ſound mand 
Mary wept;and waſhed Chriſts feet ; Pt 
ter o__ bitterly, not in fear, but in love; 
witneſle her Box of Ointment, and Peter! 
| profeſſion, Lord, tho knoweſt 1 love thet 
| The paſſions which this Geſpel- way work 
in the ſoul,are ſuch as bring inlaroement) 
| and floWings, and powrings out of Spirit:| 
But the paſſions which the Law works 
bring] 


prehenſions of (riſ?,(as it is not enouy| 


| 


: | 
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bring To a fraightning, a contrattion,0r ga- 
thering up or narroWneſs into the Sprrse ; 
and therefore it is called bondage and fear. 


——_—  ——_— 


V, 
The opening Teſs Cbriſt inthe Goſpel, 
is the beſt and ſwreſt way to deal 


with ſinners. - 


I obſerve,They that are wownded for fin, | 


| and are I to-diſcern it, and are ſo 


| wrought on 


y the Spirit as to feeland be 
ſenſible. of it, being ;taken into covenant 
With God in Chriſt,and their ſtoxy heart ta- 
ken out,and yet darkin the pxrer concer 


vings Of the Goſpe!, ſuch are ready rather |. '$ 


to put away Goſpet- promiſes then receive 
them,and imagine themſelvs rather in fir- 
neſs for judgement,then mercyor grace And 
then if Preachers run to the Law, in their 
dealing with fuch ſouls for. their thorow 
bumiliation,as they ſay or pretend, & not 
totheGoſpel,and faith in Jeſus Chriſt, they 
bring fire and not water to quench them, 
and lo kindle them the more, and ſetting 
the everlaſting burnings of the Law before 
their ſouls, par them all-into a ſpiritual 
flame and vexation, I athas dealt other- 
wiſe | 


pe CI 


- 
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wiſe withDavid,though under the O14Te. |) 4 
ſtament,where there was more priviledge | £ 
for the Law, 2 Sam. 12. 13. I have ſinned Þ a 
(faith David: )T heLord hath put aWway th th 
ſin (faith Nathan, )This is,as Solomon faith, | 4 
To give ſtrong drink\to hy that is ready t|þ O! 
periſh,and wine unto thoſe that be of au heavy | ke 
heart,Prov.13 6 If any one ſin, faith lohn | 
we have an advocate With the Father,Chrif 
Teſws the righteous... Here is Goſpel applied} Te 
to the very ſin, and the .Phy/itzan brought} "V 
hometsd the -fick,and Ze/ſws Chriſt brought} "© 
to the very 2atesof a groaning ſpirit, 
I know the Divinity of ſome former a] 
Cs tO theſe preſent times,made up al their 
receipts fora diltempered /ox/,of ſo much 
Law, and ſo much Goſpel, and uſually but 
a grain Or. dram Of Goſpel to a pound of 
Law;aot being then clearcnough in jwdge- 
ment to unmingle things which Antichrif 
had confounded and put together, as the 
two Teſtaments, and two Covenants, and} 
not rightly diſcerning Chriſts manner or}: 
way of preaching, and the Apoſtles, both 
in. their holding forth Zaw and Goſpel.] 
Now we know that the Apvltle faith, Re-/ 


l 


the 


1 
an: 


ceived ye the. Spirit bythe preaching of the 


\Law,or the preaching of Faith? Gal. dr 
AnC | 


[ 
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114T-«. ||| And therefore they that would make the 
viledpe | Law the miniſtery of /ife,and of the /pirzr, 
e ſinned Þ are not of ſuch a ſpiritual| diſcerning as 
vay thy the Lord hath now revealed: and ſuch-pur 
» ſaith, | a ſoul upon a legall merhod of converſpon, 
eady n|þ or comming to Chriſt, Firſt they muſt be 
+ hea kept ſo long under the Law for humiliati- 
h Tohn, on and contrition and. confeſſion, and then 
,Chrifl brought to the Goſpel, as many Books and 
plied) Teachers do:when as the Law isnot of a- 
rough" power to infule ſuch gracious paſſions in- 
rought}}"9 the ſoul.;as ORE for. Bleſſedave 
it, Þ they that mourn, and they that are poor: Put 
-mer a-þ £01515 not the mourning ſpirit under the 
11 their} £4,n0r the poor ſpirit under the curſe of 
>» muchehe Law tor ſin ; bur the Goſpel mornings, 
ly but and Goſpel poverty,even moxrnings of /ove, 
he like.che Gp of theT xrtle,Cant 2 12. 
\ judge- If they be only ſuch as the Law brings 
tichrif forth,and preſſes the /o#/ into,they are no 
ob the! betrer then the contritions of Eſan and 7x- 
+5, and 4-3 but if they ye ſuch.as the Law or Spir 
ner orf i Of Jeſs Chriſt,or the law of /ife works: 
s, both}? the ſoul,then they are of a more ſpiritu- 
Goſpel. alland precious nature ; bvt this is from 
th,Re-! the Goſpel; and the preaching of Faith. 
; of the | What Law did Peter preach to Cornelius, 
”1 3.2. or P hilip to the Ennxch, or Ananias tO 
And | mmm Pant, 


| 


| | ſcores ; and with this r5ghteouſneſſe of G 


a2 The flow 
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ings of Chriſts Blood 


Paul,or Paul to the Iailor,and his houſh 
but only Teſt Chriſt*norcan you tundeth 
Law,I mean the Law in its forms or: Con 
»ant, preached, but ro thoſe that werew 
der the Lv, and pretended to [tand þ 
the Law, and to ſer up a zzghteouſneſs þ 
the Law, as the Phariſees and ewes, 
Though in all this, l-efteem no lefle of 
Law then any other, asit was a Law 
the people of God under Moſes, and he 
ſomething of the /mage of God in it :# 
now we arc under a berter Law, a' 
excellent Law,and a more. {prritall C 
mandment.Even that Law which was but, 

few fingle beams ot righteonſneſs,even m 
but a decalogue of righteouſneſs: yet.n 
in the Go/pel,the righteonſnefſe of God | 
brought forth in more g/orioxs and /ph 
tuall Commanaments, and for ten,there 


the righteou/neſs of { briſt is brought fo 
which makes the condition of Gods 
ple a blefled condition; fo as they. ſta 
righteous now in all their obedience totil 
righteouſneſs of God, which is the mot 
pure, tranſcending, and excellent ww 6 
the Commandments of the Goſpel, or "tit 
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ts Blood, 
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I omprnned 


'S houſh Gedin the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; ſo as 
ufindetl] the New Teſtament is both the Law 
# Or Cor] and Goſpel, or the Righteonſnes of God 
; Werew and Chriſt more excellently manifeſted. 
ſtand b] Do we therefore make void the Law by the | 


Wſneſs preaching of Faith? Tea, We eſtabliſh the: 
ewes, Of law,Chriſt being the end of the Law for righ- 
eſſe of th reowſreſſe. 
| Law 


, and hy VI. 

in it:i| A further opening of the doubtings of 
" be ſoul not clearly diſcerning the pow- 
44 


the mort 


#| clearly the way of Faith, of Chriſt,and the 


er of the Goſpel. 


I obſerve, A foul that is not informed by | 
a pure Goſpel-light, nor apprehends not 


Promiſes,and the glory of the New Teſta- 
ment. is ever unſetled,unſtable,ful of fears, 


doubtings,diftraQtions,queſtionings ; and 
the more ſuch a ſoul is reafoned with con- 
cerning their condition, the more they 
queſtion the cruth of every /piritual Work. 
ingin them ; and this comes from the 
power of the Law {till upon their conſci- 


1t law «| £nces,which is more powerful to convince 
1, or ith; | rf accuſethem, then the Goſpel is to ex- 


ouſneſt © | ule or acquit them, having more of the] 
Gd mini” 
| - 


w- 


| 
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miniſtery of condemnation before them, or 
in their ey,then of the miniffry of life, and 

Teſws Chri/t;and Satan he takes advantage 
of their legal condition,and ſtirs up jealow 
fies and doubts, and ſo much as there 1s 0 | 


legal apprebenſions, ſo much there 1s to hiv? 
der the bringing in of the Kingdom of Guj 
into the foule, which is not only 74ghteoy} 
neſſe, but peaceand toy : and therefore unj 
der the old Teſtament,where they ſaw thi 
blood of Chriſt only through the blood 0&} , 
Buls and goats, & heard che Apoftles.a fz | 1 
off tn the Prophets & wege brought to th | / 
mountain that ſmoaked,they lived in mud | 
| bondage,and being under the Law till the | t 
fulnes of time that the ſeed came, were like | 1 
ſervants,though they were heirs too, thts | | 
heir as the Apoltle Jaith,then differing not | | 
thing from aſervant,tho he was lord of ally || 
There is nothing but the taking in of the}| 
Law, & acculings or condemnations of it! |: 
which can trouble the peace and quiet of 4: 
ny-ſoul;tor where there 15 no law, there i511 
tran{greſſion,and where there is no tranſ 
grefſion,there is no trouble tor ſin, all.trou 
bles ariſing frem the obligement of the 
Law which demands a ſatisfaQion of the 
| ſoul for the breach of it, and ſuch a ſatis} 


| 
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f:&ion which the ſoul knows it cannot | 


give, and thereby remains unquiet, like a 
debtor that hath nothing to pay, and the 
Law too being naturally in the ſoul, asthe 
Apoſtle faith,the conſcience acculing,or elſe 
exculing: It is no marvel that ſuch ſhould 
be troubled for ſin,and unpacihed,the law 
having ſuch a party and ingagement alrea- 
dy within them,which holding an agree- 
ment with the Law in Tables or letters of 
Stone, mult needs work {trongly upon the 


ly enlightned, and are not furniſhed with 
Go/pel enough to anſwer the indi&ments, 
the convictions, the terrors , the curſes 
which the Law brings; therefore all the 
power of Chrilt,& the Goſpel,is ro beap- 
plied to raiſe up ſuch ſouls from under the 
power of thoſe ſtones and 5xrdens which 
the Law would yo// upon them : Such 
are to have more Goſpel then ordinary 


Law naturally within them ; ſuch are to 
know, they are not now #ader the Law, 


all.erouw 
rt of the 
n of the 
1 a fatis | 

faction} 


| 


but under Grace ; and the Law hath no 
barns dominion over them, 1nd they are 
dead unto that Husband , and'they are now 
upon 2a xew foundation, Teſus ( brit him'el f 


| 


ſ>irits of ſuch as are but weakly and faint- | 


applyed, becauſe they have fo much | 


=o being 
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being the chief corner-ſtone ; and we ſheulf N 
fy to ſuch, let not your hearts be troublell © 
ye believe.jga God, beleeve allo in 7efl k 
Chriſt. | ri 

Y-1 1. { 


| The working of the Spirit of Chrifu £ 


a ſoul though not ſo clearly enlightyf 


ſo 
1 obſerve that in a ſoul though /zgf p, 
enlightned, or receiving Chriſt, yet thaw 
are certain Goſpel-workings, whereby i} w 
will appear that ez Chriſt is there, Þ ty 
I. There is a cloſing or faſtning, or cli} ti 
ping about Chriſt in the Promi/es of thi th 
Goſpel, eſpecially ſome of the free(t an d: 
ulleſt of Grace ; for ſuch ſouls can onlj + 
finde ſome freedom of going out to Chril 4 
in them, as ſome who delight molt in ma /3 
of ealielt and hearty behaviour, and call :/ 
ſooner make a friend of chem then any 6 
ther;and if there be but any promiſes willl g 
the leaſt condition of repentance, cc, thejll t 
dare not meddle with ſuch, ſuſpeding / 
themſelves not enough prepar'd for theny] 1 
and ſuſpeRing the promiſes like ſtranges / 
of too narrow behaviours for them to X}]/a 


"familiar with, like ſome modeſt how ſ 


ann 
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Blood 


ve ſhea Maid charisnowilling to'go-abroad into | 


troubld} company of greater quality then+nerielt, | 


in 7eſ4 tet he ſhould not be well thought on,or 
received as too mean or ilt-bred for their 
ſocietyr'So are the'ſobls of fuch as cannor 
brif cloſe withthe conditional yromſes.. 
C riſa } 2; There isin ſuch» ſome breathings of 
lighty foul to God, fome flowings out of Spirit, 
ſome meltings of heart in prayer and dil- 
oh /egdf pofitions, like a birth newly quickned, 


yet the where there are many motions of life; fo 
1ereby F where Chriſt is new formed; like a Lock in 
1ere. | tune, where there is in every wheel pur 
, Or cla} turnings and ſtirrings. My beloved, ſaith 
/es of thi the Spouſe,pur in his hand by the hole of the 
Teelt al door, and my bowels Were moved for him. 3 


can onlj ro/e wp to-open to my beloved , and my hands | 
to Chril dropped with Myrrh, and my fingers with | 


lt in mea /wert [melling Myrrh upon the handle of 
,.and all the /ock. | 

en any of 3- There is1n ſuch, a ſectet working a- 
niſes wild gainſt jand luſt, orcorreption ; the [pirit 
Cc, theſſ] that is come in, is a pre, 4 clean, an holy 


aſpecing] ſpirit; and all the motions and operations of 


for then it, are to make the /ox/ and body clean, and 
{trangeb] /piritzakzas they that arc of a neat and finer 
em to X}} d:/poſtion; they will not live ina room un- 
i boy (wept, and ungarniſhed : 7 have put of my 


O——— 


£ 


coat, 
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coat, ſaith the.Spouſe;hioW ſhall I put ity 
Thave waſhed my feet, how- ſball I di 
them ? And he that hath this hope, faitht 
Apoltle, purifieth himſelf,even as he is pul 
andrhaving received ſuch promiſes, t 
will be a cleanſing themſelves from all 
thineſſe both of fleſh and ſpirit : Whit ca] « 
munion hath light with darkneſſe? 7 
4. There is in ſuch, ſome acts of Cog 1 
munion with God in his ſeveral Ordinadt | 
and with the Spirit; and Chriſt ; ſuch C 
[0 

/ 


fnde a power and efficacy, a reliſh # 
ſweetneſle,a ſtirring and awakening in 
Word preached, in prayer, 1n ſpiritual co © 
rence,in every Ordinance,which others # 
are yet meerly carnal, do not experiend| \ 
though it fares ofren with ſuch, as wh \ 
f 
4 
l 


Samael when he was young, and the 1M. 
called him;he thought it had been Z/) ty. 
had ſpoken, he was not acquainted w 
the voice and ſpeakings of the Spirit,orl £ 
God : fo, theſouls of ſuch know not tl © 
Word nor Spirit in their ſouls many rim /; 
the voice of Chriſt is nor heard for | * 
voice of M2/[es,nor the voice of Gran l 
the voice of the Law ; and they known&| * 


when the Lord breaths or comes as EL: * 


whether in the winde, or in the fire, wh | 


df Fa. . 


ts Blood freely to ſinners. 4 9 
TIput itafas he is in the /#// and /mall voyce of the 
all I di Goſpel; there are many things which hin- | 
x, faith} der ſuch in their diſcernings and perceivings 
as he 1s pull of the Spirit of Chriſt; not only thinzs 
zi[es, the without, as the Law, cc, but ſomething 
ors all & within, the Paſſioxs and legalneſle of their 
Whit ca 991 ſpirits, which troubles both their /pi- 
e? ritual hearing and ſeeing ; and that makes 
ts of Caf many ſouls walk ſo little in the Spirit, and 
Ordinadd be at ſuch a lofle in their Communion with 
 » ſuch} God ; and all this is for want of bringing 
reliſh |} the /o/ more our into the g/ory of the Go- 
ening in! ſþet, being called the Ainiſtration which 
itwal cu exceeas in glory, till with open face they be- 
others} 91d as in a glaſſe, the glory of the Lord ; | 
xPeriend Which g/ory would exceedingly force a- | 
h, as wi way the aarkneſſe, and c/oreds of ignorance, 
d the 14 fears, and dowbrs from the ſoul, which like | 
en Ely {moak ariſes from the fire and kindling of | 
iinted wil £he Law, in weak believers : We know ' 
Spirit,orf 2747 Wood with any fire in it will ſer all | 
w nor if the room on a /moak,; lo beleevers, whoſe | 
nany ti y ſpiritual Principles are but green,and have 
rd for th #0V [parks ot the LaW and the cxr/e tor /in | 
f Graceſs kindling in them, will be fuller of /xw0ak 
 knownd| then lighe,theretore they are called /mouk- 
es as Edi 17g flax. 1 will not quench the [moaking flax. | 
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Cray. IIL. 1 re 
y / 


of the Parties falling into the | bar 


; ; tis! 
fins in ſome meaſure, which E 
had lived in, mm their unreg! 4 
rate eſtate, from whencet 1 


their late bondage hath been 


Queſt. the 


Pray relate to me, hoW long you © no 
nued in your backſliding,till the Lon on 
| you ſee it to the terror of your ſoul, 7 oo 
\ thor ght ? _ 
Anſ(w. t01 

No long time; for I ſaw it ſhortly al 1 
[then 1 had great terrors, almoſt in aq 9 
| pairing way,and then I queſtioned ally *\ 
aflurances and evidences of Gods low ' 
had, and promiſes | had received. b1 
Then 1 went to my friend the Preac th 
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fall of terror ; who deſired to know the 
#5 gf cauſe; and 1 told him. 

-M Then he as hed me how it came to be ſo 
with me, I told kim, through violence of 
7 { temptation and naturall corruption. 

He told me, the {in was not mine, but ſo 
the k far as I conſented ; but that could nor ſa- 

-* Frisfhe me. 
hich | He ached me, 1t God were not able to 
| orgiveit ; I told him, 1 queitioned nor 
172 Gods ability, bur his will. 
bencef 1 deſired tome particular inſtances of him, 
| beet of any falling into the ſame iz again. I 
knew the Saints of God had faln into di- 
| VEIS great /3ns but nactinto the ſame £ He 
then alleadged to me that of the Propher 
of back/liding 1/rael ; but becauſe he could 

on << 120t clear to me that it was the lame ix, 1 
he Lord W435 not comforted by it, Many & divers 
oul, «<4 Promites, both he and all the reſt applied 

unto me ;: I was ſometimes refreſhed, yer 

tor a while. AT 
Yely aff They chid me ofcentimes, and faid, 1 
ſt in 24 lookt for ſuch a meaſure of grace, which | 
ned all did norgbur the truth of grace in me ; and | 
ds lowf 1indeedtheynever told me of any promiſes, | 
1 but ſtill there was ſuch qualifications 1n 
Preadf] chem as I queſtioned all | 
| D 2 Puclt.} 
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ſtabbed my lelf,ſent in a Wicked fellow 


| 


Queſt. bro 


It ſeems then this was your caſe,Youca re 
not perſwade your ſelf of the truth of jo | 


light, becauſe of your returning to ſin;Þ;re 


finde ſuch conditions in your ſelf, upon uf he1 
you could rightly as you theught, apph 


J 
promiſes,1 pray let me knoW ſome partnicoy, 
temptations you have had, if you thinkacou 


Anſw. F 
Iwas tempted to make aWay my ſel 
the longerT lived, the more 1 ſhould 
honour Religion, T] 


Satan came again to me, to eat { 
thing with pins in it, to choak my ſelf! 
it might not appear how 1 died ; wh 
did ; butin mercy, I found no harm; I 
Lord prevented it, I know not how. | 4 

Many times I have been tempted byJ fat 
vers means to deſtroy my ſelf, but val thi 
prevented by ſeverall providences. | y 

I have been much zempred to keep an 
The temptations I had came in alwil of 
molt violently,and furiouſly;1 could faq 
hold, 1 was not my ſelf. g 

The | ord once vyhen I thought rol f 


brough__ 
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brought a Book and read, by which I was 


(e,Your mercifully prevented. 


wth of W 7 found Rill in all my temptations I was 
to fin; prevented by ſome providence, and up- 


#pon wi held, 


» ap} Ifinthe rempration, I could but ger to 
e parte conſider once, then it ended ; and in this | 


| 
courſe I have lived and continued molt. | 
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my ſe 

hould T. 

eat ( T-c danger of placing aſſurance moſt 

Ny ſelf, EH? mortification of [tn. 

; wh 

"arm;# FT Obſerve, T hat Saran doth tempt our | 
10w, | Lnaturall corruption exceedingly to the j 
ed by( fame ſims which have reigned molt in usin 


ut yy] the times of our wnregenerate condition;tor 
ces: I by that, he may the more eaſily draw us to 
cep ala unbelief, and perſwade us againſt the /ove 
n alwi] of Godin Chriſt, and to queſtion our call- 
zuld ſa ing, becauſe we are naturally apt to take 
4 meaſure of our graces and Gods love to us, 

it cok] firſt,by the morrification of jr in us, and 
ellow,({ dying to former luſts ; and if we find thi 
brol D 3 otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe then we would, we preſen 
lct go our hold upon the promiles, 
ſlacken our believing, and perſwade 
ſelves that becauſe it is thus and thusyi 


cr 


us, and corruption quickening again, of Ve" 
were deceived in our ſelves, and thathr# P*< 
the Spirit was never in us, becauſe we lon; 
ſome goings back, and falling again ſets 
\ the ſame way wedid at firſt, I confell: &'c 
natural cauſes and things, the outw of ) 
working ard effects do give the beſt ape 


rance concerning the truth of thetr eſa\ 
or being ; but that isnot the only ways C1 
ſpiritual afſurances;they are more by wi 
of word and promiſe, then work: and 
ation. Abraham beleeved in hope agui fe 
© 


hope, Rom. 4. 
[ I. i 
The aanger of drawing our ronfel ly 
moſt from the chanee in the outwa | |y 
man | | bv 
o | C 


I obſerve, That the /ou/ naturally en s 
mines its ſpiritual fate or conditron by at. | | 
ling to minde former waves, and times 0, | k 
wncleanneſſe, and by comparing times #} | , 
ſeaſons, the latter with the former;andlf 


CCA I. 
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preſen$#[wr ances and comforts of many, are raiſed 
iſes, a&vpon this very foundation of compariſon : 
vade gf Therefore if Sarax can force them, or in- 
thusw tice them into any part of the former con- 
92in, verſation, he knows he can exceedingly 
that} # pa==/e and perplex them, and keep them 
= wekh long under bondage, I know the Apoltle 
again; ſets forth the C hurches ſtate of Corinth, 
"nel; FC by COMParing Lmes ; Sch Were ſome 
outwd 2f you, but ye are Waſhed, cc. But this 1s 
\eft off not by way of putting true believers upon 
ir eſs) * method for aſſurance ; but in deſcribing 
way and comparing the ontward ſtate of the 
by vu Church: way, with what they were before. 
andgl And hence it is, that relapſing and fallings 
04h 384M into the fame ſins, do bring ſuch an- 
2 4 guiſhand terror upon ſuch ſoxls, even al- 
{| moſt to confuſion ef face ; nay, he makes 
{| many ſouls by this one ſnare, go deſperat- 
fon | ly forward to {in upon a new ſcore or tal- 
twak | ly ; asif it were in vain for them to per- 
| | {wade themſelves of Chriſt, or the love of 
* | God, but rather to ſinit out in this life, 
? | not conſidering that the Blood of Chriſt 
y gl | cleauſeth us from all ſin,1. Ioh.1. 7. & that 
wee of. | if we ſin,ve have an Advocate with the Fa- 
| ther, 1loh. 2. rt. but go upon an empty and 
half deſpairing beleef for ſalvation, like 
Ek | D 4 ſome 
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| ſome bankyupts, that having ence broke 
rar, Ceſperately into more and more deh 
and finding themſelves unable to diſchay 
ſome, they take no care for any; as th 
who ſaid, /r z« in vain to ſerve God, 65 wh 
profit is it that we have kept his Ordinant 


Mal. 3 cle 
347 by 

The ſpiritual condition in this lif ws 
more in being juſtified from ſin, \ £0 
then cleanſed from ſin, an 

wh 


I obſerve likewiſe, That a ſoul whichi 
once brought into theſe entanglements 0 
backſlidings, and ſuch as have no clext 


G oſpel-light nor znderſtanding tO unde 
ceive and #nwind themiclvs,fall under ven} T 
ſad remprations at length. For whither mar] 
not Satan roll ſuch a poor ſoul that is tum- 
bling down theHi//already?And they tha 
weigh their ſtate of grace only in the ſeal} 1 
of mortification of ſin,as it is commonly tz] f: 
ken for dying to particular aft;,cannot/be* 
ſo infallibly or certainely perſwaded, 

they that place their aſſurance moſt in} + 
C hriſt, in the free promiſes, becauſe ſm} * 
hath ever a ſtronger fide in us then the þ | 
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ore del 
diſchar 
3 4S if 
l, 65 wh 
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rit ; And in this life, the ſi» 1s more taken 
away then the /»ff, and our bleſſedneſs is 
more in having the curſe of it removed, 
then the corrwption; and our jw ſtification 1s 
more glorious then our /anttification, and 
our forgiveneſs from ſin, more then our 
cleanfing from ſin, For the juſt ſhall live 
by Faith, which is not a life by ſence and 
Cadification meerly,but a life by beleev- 
ing for {fe in another,in (hriſt;and there- 
fore our life is ſaid to be hid with Chriſt , 
and Chrif is called our life ; when Chriſt 
who 1s our life,&&c.] ſpeak now to the Weak 
and wornd:d beleevers for ſin, not to the 
carnall and un-regenerare in {1n, 
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ler ven] The greateſt temptations upon [inning 


er maj 
!s tum- 
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nly tz 
not-be 
led, as\ 
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he pi-| 
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in aninli ghtned condition. 


I obſerve, That the temptations of /elfe- 
murdering and ſelfe-deſtroying, are 'much 
from an inward perplexity and reſt leſne [5 
of ſon] forlinin an enlightned condition, 
{0 as a worned ſpirit who can bear?and that 
a yeelding 1Þ the ſoul to the leaſt violence 
of temptations is very dangerous ; And 
that the fury of remprations 1s beſt allayed 
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by confdering and gaining time upon: 
temptation,and not cloſing too ſoon, 

ace the fiery darts the Apoſtle ſpeaks ff 7þ 
| Darts, becauſe they come as ſhot into 
ſoul; and fiery,as enflaming the ſpirir. Nat ,, 


the ſpirit of God is a more pure, peace 
and eaſe to be intreated /pirit, and 
workings of it more gracious, te ] 
ons being fo quick, violent and rags Pre 
are beſt reſiſted in Chriſts own way 
yethod, he did not ſtand harkzing and 
leying, but applyed the Word prefently/ lap 
his own power againſt them; r is Writ | 
thus and thue. And in the Apoſtles wi 
Refift the Devil and he will flee from » 
neither give place to the devil. AndFis /; 
moneſt all the | m_ Artillery the ſid a) + 
of Faith is the ſtrongeſt; and we may ſw mo 
ner beleeve Satan from us,and beleeve wh CO! 


In whom we are more then congueronrs, tah 
the Apoſtle ſaith, then by reaſoning or 4 © 
guing, for then we fight againſt a rempty 't 
tion,in our Wn Power 3 but, by beleevin 
Chriſts power, _ 


freely to finners. 
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)oth;The \ # 
eaks of 7 hat backſliding 6r relapſing is much 
: bow ' miſtaken, and mortific ation of fn, of 
"4 the more myſtical thortification belee- 
Peacek 
vers have. 


and « 
, tenolfi TI obſerve, That this one miſtake in ſome 
d ragaf Preachers and peoplehath deecived many, 
way & That a ſoul converted doth-ſcarce fall bark | 
and jfÞ into the fake fin;and that ſuch a fall or re- 
fently/ lapſe is a ground for us to queſtion all. = 
' Writ Now we muſt know, that the /pring and 
les wk ſorr:tain from whence that fn flows which | 
0m jp was 4 powerfslſiz in the unregenerareſtite, 
Andgis /»ft, or the law in the members ,or the bg. 
he ſich dy of ſin, or the fleſh, there are all theſe,and 
nay ſw more names for ſinfxll nature : Now the 
-eve wh converting a ſoul to Chr:/t, doth not heal- 
| Chrif this fountain of ſinſull nature wholly, nor 
"urs, of take it away quite, but there isſtil] a'pow- 
7 or & er in the fleſs luſting againſt the ſpi-:t,ſo'2s 
tempt it is both poſſible and ealie for the ſame 
/eeving{ particular (12 or at of cor-uption, to break 
out and appear upen the junCture of the | 
| ſame temptations, and Gods taking off for | 
| a time his power of reſtraint and ſpirir. | 
We know corruption may gather ſtreng th | 
in! 
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| in the regenerate oxes, and ſo the fomd| ant 
tain may bubble at the ſame place aftercn} | a | 
verſion as before. ' | ſin 
Converſion takes not away corruptig | tr 
from the nature of man, but ingraftsq | ca 
plants in a »ew natxre of ſpirit into theys | (in 
ture of man, which weakens,and impaing | p0 
and works out the flef ;and the inwy | br 
growing of the new man,cauſcth a perily | fo 
ing of the outWard wan; -and we being | a, 
in the ſecond Adam who is the. quickng | i! 
Spirit, the «/d man or Adam is put off | 0 
ly with his former luſts; yet not ſo," | P 
that we may be much loſt in our accoas | 2 
| as many are ; for there is great deceitful b 
nefſe in mortification of ſin, as It is cont 
monly taken 3 for the rot attings of ſin,t { 
CONC erVIngs of tuſt 1SNOT pHre mortificatin f 
becauſe there may be /ſt or ſinful natuth | 3 
and yer that //# through the power 
ſome Law, Covenant, Promiſe, or Lego 
warchfulneſſe, as is nſuall with ſome unde? | | 
Legal converſion, may be ſo kept unde} | 
that it breaks not out, and yer it is theres 
as1n the paring of the nails, or cxtting 0 
the har, or pruning of the tree, there 154 
C# tting off, bh not a cutting out, nOT ut 
eradicating Or rooting up of ſuch a natwt; 
and 
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and ſo long there may be a breaking our, 
a ſpringing again; and ſo in corruption or 
ſinfull nature;So as I conceive it 15s rather 
tradition then truth,that converted perſons 
can ſcarce relapſe into the ſame parcicular 
lin; yet we have been told of a ſtrange 
power which contrition Or repentance 
brings with it to the melting away the 
former ſin guite, or at leaſt, to lay in ſuch 
a ſpiritual rejiraint upon the ſoul, that it 
ſhall ſcarce ever commit the particular ſin 
of its unregenerate ftate again, for my 
part I like the notion well,if it did not caſt 
a ſnare upon /ox/s that are weak and of a 
backſliding natnre. 

As for example, If one ride through a 
ſtony way where he hath often fallen, his 
falls may make him ride more watchfully, 
and carefully ; but they cannot ſecure him 
againſt falling again. 

Bur ſurely, mortification of. ſin 1s not 
purely underitood ; it is not the reſtraint 
or /egal \vatchfulneſs over a particular (in, 
in which many a Papsſt as well as /egal/ 
Profeſſors abound,and fo a preſerving the 

foul by a carnally- ſpiritual carefulnes from 
that ſin, asa Keeper that hath a Lioz in a 
fans who is only tame, becaulc he can- 
not 
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not break out, nor is it only a ſpirits] | 
change or transforming power the ſpit | vat 
brings with it into our nature, but it is | ſi 
more ſpirituall rhing3 yet it is an implay. | as 
ing or embodyimig with Chriſt in the- feb. | WC 
[ow ſhip of his /wfferings, paſſion, death, ail. | an« 
reſurreftion;and it isa'dying to the doi the 
»ion of ſin, more then to the nature of ſuf | wk 
even to the ſting, and frength of in,whids | pa 
is the LaW,as the Apoſtle Sith : For ifth# | &: 
not aQing ſuch or ſuch a ſin;or the ſpirity® | lui 
ally-carnal change, as the ſantification dd | 
this life is,there being no pure indwelliny, | 5 
inherent righteouſneſs in any, were pure; | 
mortification : Then not only your Popiſ; | 0! 


Anchorites,or Eremites,would excel,who 1 | fc 


live in their Ce/l,and aerneſs, and keep!) | al 
their corraptions asl[ailorsdo their priſoners). | # 
in rons & Grates,that they break not out|} | '* 
and wander ſo abroad as other mens cor-|! |./ 


ruptions that have more /iberty;8& yer they|} |" 
are as bad asthe reſt, as theſe in the pri-|} |? 
ſon,who are as very theersin the dungeon, |! |* 
as they that are robbing in the high- way, : 

But further, there would be ſomething |? |' 
of our ſanltification, which we might call i 
righteouſneſſe; and ſo in time be as conh- 
dent, as they that will not loſe the merit 
of their own works. ] 
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3 lood 
Piritugs| 1 ſpeak here,you ſer,to farther and ad- 
1e ſpit | vance a Goſpel» mortification, Or a dying to 

it iy fn in the power and life of Chriſt, as well | 
plan. | as the ſpiritual nature Or neW mar ; But I; 
he- fi. | would not have the power df mortificarion 
th, aff. | and converſion from fin, miſtaken to bet] 


| fn the not afting ſuch'or fuch a particular (in| 
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of ſuf | which was aQted before, or meerly in the | 
,whid? | particoloured change,or inchoattve ſan» | 
rifths | &ification only; we know what an overva- 
Pirity* | luing of that hath brought, becauſe ſuch a | 
fon of mortification is too low and legal for pure | 
elling, | beleevers ; but in that implantation and 

* pure | myſtical ingrafting the ſoul into the glorn- 

P opiſh | ous ſellowſhip of Chriſt his death, ec. As 

who! for inſtance, We put not a mans livieg 

keep; | and excellency of reaſon in an outward | 
oners| | motion of the body, or ſome one or two 
» out|} | reaſonable words ſpoken, but in the /feand 
: cor-|8 | ſoul,and glorious ſpirit within him. We put 
they|| | Not the-g/ory of the /ight intheindows or 
pri |} | panes of Glaſs where it ſhines, and clearly 
eon, | | t00:but in the body of the Swn,the Forn- 
7 tain of light below ; So pute and /prri- 
ing|s | wal mortification, 1s radically or princi- 
call|4 | Pally in our fellow/ſzip and wnion with 
nh him who killed ſire in our nature in 
-rit the body, and thus we are /piritzally and 
] | my - 


Dr 
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f 
long under the power of: ſuch a ſpiritual = 


death & nature as (hriſts is, but will walt pt 
and die daily, though (till pure mortifics. cg 
tion conſiſts not- principally in the not inj 4-/ 
dwelling of corruption, but in our pl 0 
tation 1nto fellowſrip with ( briſt ; tor! 
ſuch dying of corraprion were true mortipf his 
cation,then they that are dead in the grarf 1/4 
and can fin no more atxally, or they thi} y;; 
are on their /ick bed and diſabled to forme} 7; 
| ſins, were mortified perſons: No, it is a} 4a 
higher myltcry ro be mortified to (in, al 

to not (in or not a corruption, or to be] fri 
[pirituallychanged by the ſpirit,or ſpiritual} ex 
ature Within, nor can any interpret, as it] ca 
they that were thus ſpiritually morrifies, 
need not ſtrive againſt {n,or the ſtrength, | 
or the growing of it in the fleſh or nature: 
| No, that were a contradiction, and is an 
| impoſſibiliry, for the cheriſhing corrup-| 
| rion,and fomenting or nouriſhing ſinfull| 
| nature,will no. mare ſtand with ſuch a /pi-| 
' ritcally,myſt ically mortified beleever, then 
| likerty to fin will ſtand with aſlurazce of 
! pardon for ſin in the ſame Child of God- |! 
\ Shew me any taken into the fe//owſrip, of | 
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whats. toy, CE briſts death, that can make ſuch proviſion 


le to li 


ſpiritual 
11] wa ptures of ſo little converſation in fin, or | 
nortifick continuing in ſin,in the Saints and former | 
F beleevers; nor do the Scriptures pur the | 


> nor; 


) forme 
C 1s at 
In, ther 
r tO be 
ritual! 
L, as if 
tified 
ength, | 
ature: 
IS an 
Ireup- | 
(infull 
a /p- | 
then 
ce of 


for fin : I ſpeak not of ſome particular atts, 
and: that is the reaſon we read in Scri- | 


: 
: 


form of ſin or wickedneſſe upon particelar | 


IF as of (in, calling David an evill man for | 


his #ncleanneſſe, or Tob for his paſſions, or | 
Moſes for his unbelief,or Peter for his ae- | 
niall: but upon ſinful and amnregenerate na- 
ture, as in Cain, Eſau, Teroboam, Ahab, [n- 
das : uCh are wicked men in the Scriptures 
account, who are wicked by nature, not 

trom any particular ation. A Tree is not 

evil, becauſe it beares evil fruit, bur be- | 
cauſe it 1s naturallyan evil Tree. 


The ſum of the myſtery of mortifica- 


tion of (in ina belcever. 
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In a word, to gather up this myſtery of 
mortification of fin into a few plain words, 
that it may be more clear,both to the com- | 
forting weak believers that are wounded | 


oO 
tor ſin, and to help all belcevers more | 


God.| 
1Þ of |! 


hriſts | 


powerfully againſt (in,in the mortifying of ! 
It 
r. Firſt 


 w—_—Qc__ - 


At 
tification of (in is not in the not committi 
a ſin; tor then children, and civily-ner 
meu were mortified perſons. 

2. T hat the fountain of fon or {infull » 
ture,is not wholly taken away by the þ 
rituall nature begun in regeneration ord 
new birth. 

3. That pure mortification of (in, is 
inthe meer abſence of the body of (in; 
then dead or fick men were mortifiet pt 
ſons. t 

4. That the pure /piritnal and myſt 
fenntain of the mortification of (in, 1s t 
being planted together in the likeneſs « 
Chriſts death, our old man being rj 
with him,Rom. 6.6, Our union with£ hris 
our head, our rightcouſneſſe, our \ ine. | 

Now from theſe things thus conſideret 
we may raiſe up this conſideration con 
cerning mortification of ſin. | 

That they who are my/tical/y and ſpirits 
ally planted imtoChriſt,are partakers of tl 
power of his death, which is that hight 
pareſt, and molt myſtical mortificationthi | 
any have; and with this there goes a /p 
tual power,transforming and changing 
whole man from former luſts ; = ths. 
acter 
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hat me | he new man 
mn} |.cter is called 4 prriing 0” of the 
mm and 4 being renewed in [pirit and 1m mind, 
'Ly-mord ind a putting off the old man which 1s c- 
! rupt, Eph.4-22423- Col. 3.10. 

infullw] Now that power whereln We are per- 
y the þ,| fealy mortified, 15 Our »nion With Chriſt, 
on Or our being planted in the fellowſhip of hus 
death, &c- and that wherein We are 1m- 
perfe&ly, or 1n Part mortified, as in that 
transformed nature,or ſpiritual nature, the 
body of fin being in a beleever more 


n, is 
of (in; 
tified pt 


in Chriſt he 1 


own nature [piritually; 10 aS1 


crucij -0 conſider himſelf only dying to ſin in hi 
ith{ hrs 


Ir V ine. 5] only compleat,and in 


onſidere& | at the beſt, We are compleat m him, faith 


tion co#| the Apoſtle, Col. 2.10. Yet there is fach 
| power, and efficacy, and mighty workin 


nd ſpirin\ | in this myſtical wnion and felloWſÞ4p with 
cers oft | Chriſt, thar he ſhall finde fin dying tn him 
at highth _ this, the ſpirit working molt in the 


or lets, 


till he lay down this boay, and take it uP a 
d myſt.| more glorious One. 50 454 beleever 15 tO 
fin, is #1 conſider himſelf dead to f1n onely in rhe 
iheneſs &\ fellowſhip of Chriſts death myſtically, and 


himſelfe imperfeR 


S 
$ 
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cationthu; \ vertve of this; this being like the ſpice, or 
es 2 ſpin, | rhe ſpirit in the Wixe that makes it power 
ingingtk? | ful and quick: Thertore we are faid to be 
: and thi) | riſen with (hriſt,and to die with Chriſt,and 
latte!] | oy 
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| 


| 


onr life ts be hid in Chriſt, Col. 3. 1, 1 tif 
Chriſt being the /rfe, power, wertuz, ai | an: 
energy of the Spirit,and the more of Chil | lit 


we take againit (in, the greater and ſur! | no 


| will our victory againſt corruption wt 


ſin be: And this would be well obſer | T/ 
by thoſe that are a little /egal!y biaſledy f 
carried to mortihe (in by Vows, prom! 
ſhunning occaſions, removing empuarn 
ſtriftneſſe and ſeverity in auties,fear of i 
and jwagements, ſcarce riſing ſo high fi | 
their mortification as- Chrilt. ti 
Now theſe in themſelves are but empy_ | t 
weak means of prevailing againſt {1n, Ik | \ 
the mighty fails of a ſhip, without cithe; | / 
winde or tyde : Many of thoſe do well is \/ 
their place and order, like Oars in a Bod; |: 
which though it be carried with the tyde? | 
if well mannaged, they may hejp it to go 
the faſter; as that of ſhunning occaſions} 
ſtriAneſs and ſeverity in duties,and watch 
fulneſs:But it is Chriſt crucified, which 5 
the power of all,and in all ; it is C hrilt lift-" 
ed up as Moſes lifted up theSerpent,whid 
ſtrikes more /oxndneſs into the Wounded 
beholder then any other meerly legal way. 
or experiment, wherein many belcevyers 
have toylcd and carnally fiſhed all their 
rime 


promi/i 
tat 
ar of 
high fil 


: emp 
{1n, bk 
© Cithe 
well it 
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Caſtons} 
watch 
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| mortification, becauſe that any unbeleef 
| keeps the ſor! &{ hriſt as it were aſunder, 
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time for power over ſome corruptions ; | 
and like Peter and the reſt, have caught 
little or nothing,becauſe leſs Chriſt was 
not in the company. 


/ | 
There ts danger in putting too much 


upon the ſin of Relapſing or Back- 
ſliding in Believers. 


| 


To conclude, I would have men tender 

how they make converſion ſuch a mortifica- | 
tion to that particular ſin or at which was | 
the ſin of the wmregenerate condition, leſt | 
while they lay down a /aw to prevent a | 
finning again,or a ſecond wounding by the | 
ſame ſin,theymake that (in if committed a- | 
2ain,as it maybe;wound the be/eever more +: 
even to the danger of »nbeleef;rhen which | 
there cannot be a greater to hinder tre | 


and from cloſing in the fouls own appre- | 
henſion;and all chat time,there can be lit- 
tle power brought home from Chrift by 
faith againlt that ſta. My reaſons are thele. 
1.Becaute that rfl natzreis not whol- 
ly healed in this life - ſo there remaines a 
natural inclination to that par ticular fin as 
well 
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well as another ; nay rather , becauſe x 
ture-is more byaſſed towards it then any 
| other. 

2. The Wonnd, pricking, or /orrow the fo 
any ſoul ealightnedby TeſusChriſt feelsfal | (i 
that ſin,isnot of ſuch an exceeding, org. 
ther i»finite vertue, as to aboliſh 1t, or 
lay in fuch a perpetual impreſſion upon 
ſoul, that the /ox/ ſhould live under the 


ta 

age of that remorle & wound,8&lo nee | c 

dare or adventure to commit it again. { | w 

| finde no ſuch /4/ing and continuing, $ 

| firm or through Work 1n the ſpiritual mai, | f 

075,0perat ions and impreſſtons, bur by a> | £ 
grees;Chri/t upbraided his Diſciples ho 


ſoon their bearts Were haraned ; and w 
find the ſpiriruall aftetion and reſoluti 
of Peter,wherein his ſoul was raiſed upoi} 
high, waſting and flatting in his denial: 
The gales and breathings of the ſpirit at 
like the za, /0h.3. which makes a 4hing| 
move or tremble while the power of the! 
Air is upon it;but as that /akerror breaths, 
{o doth it. ; 

3. There is no -promiſe that I can findek 
for the preſent,againſt the never commit- | 
ing again ſuch a particular a&, or (inne} | 
which he lived in,in,his unregenerate late. } | 
Il 
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I know there are differences made, & cer - 


M tain works ſet down to know a fin by,that 


is committed in a regenerate ſtate,and be. 
fore, as the weakneſs, and contrary diſpo_. 
ſitions or reluQtancy in which it 18 commit. 
red,as Paul implies in Rom.7.&c, Though 
here ſome of theſe Divines maybe puzzled 
in this way of their differences too, for 
take a man in the ſtrength of naturall or 
common light, living under a powerfull 
word or Preacher, by which his Candle as 
Solomon ſaith,is better lighted then it was, 
ſuch a man ſhall ſa againſt as ſeeming 
{trong coviftions as the other,if not more, 
But by the way,1 humbly conceive there 
are certain damping3 of Satan,and fleſs and 
bleod, together with the withdrawings of 
the Spirit on Gods part that will puzzle 
the beſt that goes ſo exaRly by marks and 
ſence,more then by Faith, for the way of 
the /pirit is not ſo grofle, carnall, and dif- 
cernible,as the Divinity of former times, 
and of ſome of this preſent Age would 
make it.Ir is hard to trace and find the im- 
preſſions of the Spirit, as the way of a 
bird, as Solomon ſayes,in the Air.The <pi- 
rit that is of God, knows only the way of 


| the Spirit. And the Apoſile ſpeaks many 


thin 7s 


ds _ 
freely to ſinners. 71 


w_y The flowings of Chts Blok 


things too, as he ſays, becauſe of the in 
ty of our fleſp;\Ne muſt not therefore fo 
up the things of the þirit,too mueh for th 
teelings of fleſ and blood : And they th 


write ſo of a regexerate mans Lan Nr 


ſet us down ſuch infallible ſignes as 1 
meet with commonly, do take their e 
riences to0 low,and carxally,and miſtakiy 
the Allegory,and Way of the ord or Sn 
tures which fpeaks of things becaule of þ 
tfirmity of our fleſh, write upon /pirit 
workings,as Philoſophers upon Moral 2 
twes 47% bring down the ſpirit intoth 
very Allegory, and ſo allegorize and 
carnate or make fle/zly the things of 
ſpirit : And fo do many, both preach an 
write of regeneration as a work of natu 
though nor a natural work, 

4. The reſtr.uints of the ſpirit,or that Ly 
of Te/:45 Chriſt in the ſoul,is not made (u 
co the ſoul, as concerning particular hl; 
or ſ1ns, but only concerning the power 0 
ſiaful natare in generall, and the weakyinffſ - 
and deſtroying of that , Neither are the 
particular Lawys or C ommandments in th 
Goſpel,always in their power upon the ſoul; 
but when the Spirit of Chriſt doth tak 
them, and apply them, aud quicken the 


unt0 


A 


$.. 
_ 


"©. Fpeely to ſinners. 73 


— ————— wot 
unto the ſoul, and put a ſpirituall Majeſty 
1] upon them. 


The Concluſion,concerning the myſti- 
tall and ſpirituall mortification. 
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To conclude, The experiences of the 
ſpirit in thoſe'that are ſpiritual,are not all 
in one degree,ſome more, ſome lefle; and 
the law of the ſpirit in thoſe that are ſpiri- 
tuall wil carry them againſt the law of {in 
and fleſh;becauſe it is both contray to the 


|| fleſb, and jikewiſe of a ſpiritual and tranſ- 


forming nature ; and ſo gathers ſtrength 


{| inus againſt the body of (in, and is {till 


working it ſelf a greater part, and domi- 
nion in us, and falhioning us like unto Je- 
ſus Chriſt, both in righteouſneſs and true 
holinefle;and the people of the Lord are 
very rarely found in the great fins of cheir 
unregenerate eſtate, eſpecially, if they 


aknint 
re tht 
in tht 
e /onl; 
h tak 
che 
_une 


4 


were groſle ones, ſuch as the light of their 
natural conſcience abhors as wel as thepu- 
rer light of the ſpirit, as adulrery, murder, 
&c, then they are doubly armed againſt 
them,& ſo may more rarely comit them : 
but if they be ſuch particular acts or ſins as 
are not (o clearly condemned by nature, 
y as | 


= 
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as ſome kinde of luſtings 'with hypocti 
paſſion, lying, &c.they may the more 
fily committed be again,becauſe the |i _ 
in nature is bue faint or little rhar 
\them,or which takes part with the light 
the ſpirit againſt them. | 
Theſe things may be ſufficient to |et 

ſee into the nature of backſliding in the 
nom ones, and to bind up the b 

arted that are faln, as well as to ſh 
more excellent way to keep from fal 
in the ſtrength of Ze/3« { briſ. 
| And therefore let this be written 
f the heart, and on the palmes of the 
| of all, both Wownded and whole beliey 

That we are compleatly or pe 
mortified or dead to fin, by our being pl 
4 ted into Chriſt and the fellowſhip of | 
's | death: And we are but dying to {in in| ing 

iritual mortification of our ſinful na 
in this life : And therefore let not any 
|ticular a&#s of fx diſcourage any,conli 
ing they are more excellently dead or # 
tified in Chriſt;nor let ſuch an excellent 
glorious Way of mortification tempt aly 
a neglect of mortification of fi: in the 
dy, no more then the free- gruce of Gol] 
forgivenelle of ſins ought ro rempt F Apoſ 
ro take liberty to (in, & 


" 
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Some Scriptures concerning falling 
away interpreted. 


Bt for all this, there are certain Scrip- |- ,, 


tures which have a ſound of much ter- 
rour in them againſt back-ſlsders,as in Heb, 
6.4,5. For it is impoſſible for thoſe that were 
once enlighned, cc. And in 3 Pet.2.20,2T. 


—_ OD 


For it had been better for them not to have 
knoWn the way,& ſome others of this ſort. 

Now,theſe places are much mifinterpre- 
ted ; for theſe concern not true believers, 


$| but ſuch as fall from the common enlight- 


ning, as in Heb.6.8, 2 Pet.2.22, and form 
of profeſſion which never had the power 
of God and the ſpirit in it;but fo faras to 


bring them into the number of believers, 


or Church of viſible Saints, of which ſort 
Tohn ſpeaks on, They went ont from us, be- 


write this to the Churches, becauſe they 
| 


meerly cannot ſecure any, unlets there be 


more immediately and directly belong to 


11 Apoſtates and falſe Prefeſſors,yet have then 
1 BE. 3 


uſe 


r" - 
Ge 


cauſe they were not of #s ; yet the Apoſtles | % 


ſhould know that a form of profeſſion | © 


the power;and theſe cautions, which do |, '$ 
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uſe upon true believers and ſaints to0,asg 
quickying and watchfulxeſs,and cloſe Walk. 
ng with God, and of praiſe, that thy 
whom the Lord preſerves from ſuch Aps 
ſtacy, may be more awakened to glorikt 
his free-grace upon themſelves that ſtan 
as appearsin Heb.6.9,10,11,12,13,14,j 
16,17,18, In which places the Apoſtle ry 
ſes up their thoughts into the immutabi 
ty of the Covenant in which they no 
ſtand,and that they cannot fall awaynoi 
God having aſſured it by an Oath. 
Yetifany ſhall obje& further,But thel 
places ſhew how fair a profeſſion one n 
make, and how far one may go in the ws 
of Chriſt,and then fall off - And here tt 
ſoul may doubr,and ſay, But O, am not! 
one of this kinde, becauſe I am faln bad! 
But I anſwer, No ſoul can make any {ut 
application in a true Goſpel-ſenſe, unle 
it tall or Apoſtat from the Faith of Chri 
which is here ſpoken on and meant, ani 
not of patticularſins, or failings commit 
ted. But againſt the power of theſe,and 4 
other places which Saran would interpr 
ro the wounding of a ſpirit,we muſt kno 
the only remedy is believing, as Abraha 
did, in hope againſt hope ; and that fol 
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can never fall away that can believe ; and 
no ſin can damn it, it it will but believe 
the pardon of that (in, which every belie- 
ver ought to do.T his is the Commanament, 
that ye believe, 1 lohn 5. Not conſidering 
fnsf1ngly,'and by parts, but conſidering 


himſelf a righteous perſon in Chriſt, and | 


juſtified when Chriſt roſe for onr juſt ificati- | 
on, For the conſideration of the pardon of 
finne in this ſenſe that our Divines have 


minding the!'ſpiritua}l Analogy of the 
Word, concerning the righteouſneſs of a- 
veliever, breeds all this diſtraction , for 
ſome dealt out Chriſts blood as the Pope 
his pardons, for one linafter another,never 
ſtating : a believer in-the righteouſnee 
of Chriſt,and ſo in a fully pardoned condi- 
tion, Eph.5.27.Rev.1.5. 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Party, after ſuch openings of th 
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frame of their ſpirit, is now diſcom. 
ſed with upon certain partic 


Queſtions. 
Lueſt. 


= me know now in order, what y 
doubts are, which you think if y 
were ſatisfied in, your ſoul could: be 
peace e 
| Anfw. 
{ queſtion whether I am in Chriſt. 
Sos - 11g 
What grounds have you to queitl 
your being in Chriſt? 
Anſw. 
I. My falling back into ſin. 


| 


| FAD. 
| 3. 1cannotbelieve. 
2 meſt, Poubt 1, 

This is then your firſt Doubt : That you 
are not therefore beloved of God, or it 
Chriſt, becauſe you fell back again 1nt0 
your ſin, ſo as you did. 

Suppot 


2.1 doe not finde that change in the Wh 


43 
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Suppole I prove to you, that no fin 


can make one lefle beloved of God, or 
lefle in Chriſt ! 


Anſw. 


T hen I ſhall conclude that fix cannot bin- 
der the love of God to my ſoul. 

I ſhall prove; that no ſin can make one 
teſſe beloved of God,or lefle in C hriſt. 

I. The mercies of God are called are 
mercies, his love an everlaſting love, his 
Covenant an everlaſting Covenant : 1 am 

| perſwaded, ſaith Paulgthat neither death, nor þ. 

| life, nor principalities nor powers, &C. ſhall 
: be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 

| which ts in Chriſt Teſus our Lord: So then,to 

| whom he 15 once merciful, he is ever mer- 

| eiful ; whom he once loves he ever loves; 

| whom he once takes into covenant, he is 

. | ever theirs, 7 am the Lord, 1 change not, 

2. Whom the Father loves, he loves in 
the Sox in whomhe is we/! pleaſed ; and his | 
Son is alwayes alike beloved of him ; the | +; 
ſame yeſterday and to day, and for ever; ati 
whom he /oves in his Son,he accounts as his $3, 
ſon,he is made unto us righteonſneſs,ſantti- | ? 
| fication,and redemption:S0 as we being not 

beloved for our ew» ſakes,burt for the Sovs, | 4; 
 E4 nothing}? 
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nothing in us can make God love us lefle, 
becauſe he loves us not for our ſelves, rigs 
any thing in our ſelves. but in and throug 
his Son in whom he'is well pleaſed. 
3.1f God ſhould love us lefle or moreg 
we are lefſe or more infull;then he ſhoul 
be as man,and as the Son of man : and 
believers ſtood upon theſe terms wit 
God, then how axe theſe Seriptures tme 
He roſe again for our juſtification; Who þþ 
lay any thing to the charge of Gods ele 
Who ſhall condemn? T here 1s no condemmnati 
on tothem that are in Chriſt Teſus : Th 
fonndation of God ftandeth ſure: He ever l; 
wveth to make interceſſion for them ? - S0% 
God is ever the ſame that leves, andhs 
love is as himſelf, ever the ſame;and Chriſt 
in whom we are beloved;ever the ſame, 


Donbt 2. 
Your other doubt is this: You find not 
a change in the whole man, 11 
What mean you by this change,in yout 


own-ſenſe ? 
Anſw. 
1 mean not a perfett change, but a new-. 
neſſe in all the poWers and parts of. ſoul-and 
body, Which I ſuppoſe to be ſanttification. 
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Dneſt. 

Ts the end which you propound to your 
ſelf in finding out this change of the whole 
man for grounding any aſſurance on, of 
Gods love, and your being in Chriſt ? 

Anſw. 

Tea,becanſe they that are in Chriſt,are ſo 
changed, and there ts ſuch a work Wrought ; 
all hom s are become new, and old things 
are paſſed aWay2xNoW 1 finde not this. 

\ Leſt. 

The ſcope of your doubt then is, that 
becauſe you feel not your {elf ſanAihed, 
you think you are not juſtified, 

I ſhall allow you your ſanRification ſo 
far as the Scriptures do, asa lower mo- 
tive, and more carnally mixed and uncer- 
tain way of perſwaſion and aſſurance of 
juſtification. But a little ro note to you 
two'{ides ſadly miſtaking one another in 
points Of this nature. The one cries out a- 
eainſt the other, as if they held we were 
juſtified partly from our being fanditied, 
or from our works ; the other on the con- 
trary, cry out,that ſuch would calt out all 
lanAtification : Now ſuch opinions are in 
neither of them, Juſtly in them , 1 mean 
in thoſe of both that can ſpicirrally judze-: | 

E 5 Lut 
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But there are ſome expreſſions on both 


'parts, which make the one paſle for /ega/ 
Teachers,and the other fo. Lntrmomians; 


mons and Books to Faith and Works, tn a 
unwarrantable jealouſie , leſt holineſſe 
ſhould be fleighted; ſome other lefſe then 
is fit, leſt free-grace ſhould loſe her due;& 
| both in-2n unwarrantable jealouſic, And 
indeed, the latter I maſÞprefer before the 
former : For if I mnſterre , I had rather 
cry down men to exalt Chri{t, then Chriſt 
| ro-exalt men,though I would doe neither, 
bur let both/have their place and order. 
In thispoint I hope inthe Lord,to keep 
from 4/>ing againſt the Scriptures either 
way ; the Spirit of the Lord lighting my} 
candle, | 
The Donbr. 
Becauſe I feel not my ſelf ſanRikted , 1 
[ fear I am not juſtified. 
The Doxbr being thus, I ſhall lay down 
theſe particulars. 
| . 3:If you ſuppoſe that God takes in ary 
|\Part of your faith, repentance, or new 0- 
 bedience, or ſanRification as a ground up- 
| on which he juſtifies or forgives you , y ol 
has; clear againſt the Word, For if it te of 


'Fhe one giving too much in their Ser. [| 
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lood JIL'S: friely to finners.. 8 3 
"both [Wirfrg 6 iv anore of grace, veherwiſe work 
legal | | i5 wi'more Work: 
vans; | |; It'muſtthen be only the exidence of 
r Ser- [| yottt® being jX/aifred that you ſeek for 11 
, in 20 || | your ſantiification. | 
ineſſef | And theſe rwo things premiſed, Fnow | 
© then |} | ptbceed; : 
ue;&f | 7, We' muſt allow any to take in any}. 
And} | thirig of their ſan#5fication to help their 
re thelf | france, which the Ford allows, as the 
rather} | Spirit, arid the frnits of it,yepentance, mor- 
ChriltÞ | r:fication of ſin,new obedience, ec. But then | 
cher, | | it muſt be donein the Scriptures wn cone 
der. || | ttops and way, 
keep} | © 2. The Scriptures lay down theſe fol-! 
1thet | | lowing things. 
g my} 1. C hriſts ſan#ification to ours, or his |. 
| | true holinefle. 
2.' Faith about our own ſanilification. 

d,1 1 As firſt, Chrift is revealed to be our 

ſanftificarion:C hrift is made unto 15 rightes. 
own} | onfreſſe, ſanificarion. I live, Jet nor 1, but |- 

( briſt tiyeth in me. Te are Chri [fs ; beet ye Wo 
any ||. | are ſanFified,bur je are juſtified im the name |- 
w 0- | |of the L. Feſws. He hath quickned us hope af} 
L up- |f | ther With Chriſt : Te are his Workmanſhip be 
j ou |} |createdin Chriſt Fefus unto good Works. Je: 

fo Chrift himſelf being the chief corner |.- 


ſtoxe, \. 
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| 
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ſtone. Christ may dwell in- Zou hearts h 
faith.T hat new man which aften, God ws cre- 
ated inrighteauſne(ſe and true holgneſſe. We 
are members of his podyaf\ bis fleſps ang 

his bones. And be found i" -bawennat Wa 
my, own yrighteouſne(ſe. ' 1 cas. do all thing 


T hate preſent every,man perfett un C kf 
feſw5- Bat ( briſs. is all and inatl-Tour li: 
ibid with (hriſt.inGod.- See, Heb.13..20, 
21. All theſe Scriptwres ſet forth Chriſt the 
ſanttification and the fulxeſſe of his, the ul 
in all, Chrif hath believed perteRtly,, he 
hath repented perfeAtly , he hath ſorrow 
for lin perfeRly, he hath obeyed perfefy, 
he hath -orrified fin perfeRtly, and alli 
ours,and we are Chrifts;and Chriſt is God, 
2. The fecond thing is faith about our 
own ſanRitication, We muſt believe more! 
truth of our own .graces then. we can {et 
or feel, which the Lord hath in his infinite 
wiſdom and diſpenſation ſo ordered, that 
here our life ſhould be hid with Chriſt 
Ged,thart we ſhould walk by faith-and not! 
by ſight : SO as We arc to believe our 1 
pentance true in him, who hath repentel 
forus ; our mortifying lin true in hin, 
through Whom me are more then conqut- 
roney 


through Chriſt which frencthanth nl 


SH, 


, 
vw  .. > bo A. of @ @&9 Ye 


- 
: 
5 - 
- 
 — 
FI 


rout | But | 


CHLOE 


"Lacks fycety2 to, ſinners + > 85 


[Tavrs.g; UL DEW: obedience,,qrug,.in him, | 
who hath obeyed for us,and is the end of 
the Law to every one that believeth ; our 
| change of the whole man true in himgwho | 
isrighteouſneſſe and true holinelle., And | 
thus Without faith it 5s, jropoſſible to pleaſe t 
God. 2 

This is the Scriptuse- aſſurance for a! 
child of-Gad or; believer ,0 ſec. every | 
thins in himſelf;as nothing , and. himſelf 
every thing in Chriſt. . Faith is the ground 
of Things hoped for, and the. | evidence- of 
things un{een, Heb. 11.1. | 

All other aſſurancesare rotten conclu- 
ſions from the Wordzand ſuch things as 
true legal Teachers have invented, not un- 
derſtanding the myſterie of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt. | 

The Scriptures bid you ſee nothing in 
yourſelf, .or.all as nothing, Theſe Tea- 
chers bid.you ſce ſomething in your {elf,ſo 
as the leaving out Chrilt in ſanctification is | 
*| the foundation of all doubts, fears and 
| diſtrations. And: he that looks on his 
repentance, on. his love , on his humility, | - 
on his obedience, and not in the tinQure 
of the bloud of Chriſt, muſt needs believe | 74 
weakly and uncomfortably. 
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' becauſe you know it not to be there? - 


I 


86 The fwing! of Cheifts ; Blood 


— — > þ mmmumurn—s mmm IE Sony WE eee 


you. , 
| Doe. wh 
''Youw fly you feet nor the change ofthe 
whole man. 

Anfww. 


- Yea 


* Weſt, 
[Ther mult prove your ſSiſiciiv 
toyou, not your'juſtiheatton. 
Anfvv. + 
Tea, for they that ave juſtified are ſantti 
fied too, Which I cannot finde in my ſelf. 


Will you fay a thing i is not there, bt- 
cauſe you feetir not there ? 
| Anfov. 
_ But I doe not kW 8 it ta be there. 
| ' O neft. | 
- But will you conclude it 1s not there, 


nſw. 
Nay. 

Queſt 
You fay well' : for David crye& ont in 
| the bitterneſle of. his ſoul, that kis [in was 
ever before him, and then his ſanRiticati- 


on was our of his ſight, and that God had 


Bur now; topropoſe ſome queſtionsto 
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forgotten to be gracious : But I ſaid; fayes | 
he,chis is my infirmity : You know:in a 
houſe when it is davky, all things are there 
that were before ; but you ke rhemv-not 
till! rhe candle: be brought in- + The wo- 
mans groat in the Parable was in the 
houſe , but ſhe found' it not till ſhe had 
lighted her candle : Thereforc you” muſt 
fay as D avid; Light my candle ©: Lord; 
znd the ſpirit of mar» is the candle of the} 
Lord, Anfiw. 


But 1 feel corruption more violent, which 


wonld not begifit were mortified, 

Queſt | 

You are miſtakenitrthary it is from /fe | 
in you, and ſpirit in you, that you feel cor- 
ruption ; it you were deadin fins and treſ- | 
paſſer, you could feel nothing, no more 
ther/4 Zend man: Theſe oppolitions in you 
ſhew a twofold /aw within you , A law in. 
Jour members, With the 1aWv of your minde: 
Two natures 1n you of fleſh and ſpirit ; the 
fleſh Inſt eth againſt the ſpirit;nor t the light 
of 4 meer naturall conſcience, or a ſoul comes 


monly enlightned ſuch a ſtrange oppoſer and 
4 you ſeem to have in you : beſides, John 


ſaith, If we ſay we have no ſin We deceive our 
| ſelves... 


ee 


complainer againſt the law of ſin inthe fleſhy] . 
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{elves,Byt I dare not carry you. on too far 


is abclievers ſanRitication as well as righ» 
tequſneſſe.: Bur: to op. theaſſue of. the 
ſoul in theſe queſtions, and ſtruples, with 


this queſtion. 


1; Can- you have any-afſurance that-the 
| change that is.in any child of God,in thi 
life, or their ſarification;: is ſuch in! any 


Py 
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rit * Why then doe you feel after it ſo. a 
;you do?Since the beſt, and througheſt ſan- 
Aification in any., 'isnot,pure enough for 
the eyes of the Lord;why make you it then 
any. bottom for aſſurance? You ſee all the 
while you have ſo done,you can findg;like 
' N.2ahs Dove, no reſt for the ſoal;ohyour 
foor;for ſaith.Chriſt, When you have done 
allyoucan,  youare but unprofitable ſer- 
vants ; and all our righteouinefle is but as 
filthy rags; and while you gaze on yout 
werkot ſancification, you finde a rotten- 
nefle in.every part of it, and call all into 


| 


Ben 
diencezand all; therefore you muſt rake 


|" . 
queſtion, and finde fault. both with your 
repentance, mottification, and new obe- 


C hriſt 


by ſigns of this nature without Chriſt, who || 


| particular at or work, as there is no ſpot} 
.| of (in in it ? Is it not mixt of-fleſh and {p- 
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Chriſt fiere for fanQification' ſtill, ro 
ſercleand eftabliſh your ſpirit; * 

' Bat What #ſc'ss there then of my [anFtifi- 
«ation? Are'not the fynits and effetts of the 
ſpirit ime, ſuch a4 follow immediately #p- 
on my being juſtified?) » oO 04 

Oo Apſirit D: is 

Yea, 'they are the natiifi Hflowings and | 
workings of your faith, they help to evi- | 
dence your faith,and comfort'\yeur' faith 
in their kinde and deptee : But as I faid 
before,they are given to be a light in ſome 
meaſure to your own , and:others conſci- 
ences: Let your light ſo ſhine before menz 
and gloriie God in your bodies , and in 
your ſpirits. Shew me thy faith by thy 
works;they are the bracelets of the Spouſe, 
they are the beams of Chriſt the Sun of 
righteouſneſſe, Now, clouds may hinder 
the beams from enlightning a room, bur 
the Sun is (till where he was; the Tree you |. 
know is there where it was, when the Ap- |; 


— 
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glory of ſanRification may be oiten dark- 
ned, and the fruits of it blown down by 
thewinde-of tempration, ſpoken on inthe 
Parab le, Yet then, ſuch promiſes as theſe 

are 
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ples or Grapes may be blown down;ſo the |: 


(go ' The flowings of Chriſts Blood 


are laid in-forſucha feaſon ; Who is 4 | 


come and not.tarry : But theJult ſhall-lux 


| 


PR— 


mong you that, feareth. the Lord , that 6: 
beyeth the voice of hisſervant,that walk. 


eth in.darkneſſc,, and hath no light? Laf | 


him truft in the Name of the Lord,and ſta 
upon'his God, 1/a.50-10. Ax, the yil 

is for an appointed time; but at the cad; 
ſhall ſpeak, and net lie : though it tarry, 
wait os it,wait for it,becauſe i-will ſureh 


by faith ; Habae. 2, $4 4+; 1; | 
ueſ[t. | 


But Why do the Apeſtles preſſe ſaniiif 
tion, and the neW mari, and love,and 1 
obedience, &c. in all thery Epiſtles ? 

| Anſw. 

F Tanſwered this partly before, Sanfbb 
cation is the beginning of the forming, 6 
Chriſt here in this life,in one part of his 
which is Holineffe , which ſhall be perk 
Red in the life to come, when we ſhallht 
faſhioned like unto his glorious Body. San 
Qiticatien isthe witneſſe to the Rights 
ouſneſle of Chriſt, which being a glory out 
of (1ght,to the ſoul and the world, is madt 
clearer by faith and holinefle to both ; $0 
as in fanification, both foule and body, 
ficth and ſpirit joyn to glorific the = 
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rife God in your bodies, and. in your ſpi- 
tits,and walk as children of the light, and 
of the day. So as the wiſdome of the ſpirit 
is ſeen much in the Word, in preſfing fan- 
&kcatfon , and ' prayſing ſanQuiicarion , 
both to ſer forth the nature of the ſpirit, in 
believers, and to quicken flefh and bloud 
againſt an empty formall Profefion. 
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The Parties third Doubt concerni 
Faith or Believing,which 1 call; 
Great. 


The thixd Doubt is 


V _ RN do believe ow no ? 


ing Faith or Believing. 


Isft, I ſhall ew you my thomghts con- 
Cerning the nature of this Donbt. 
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of Chriſt.Ye are bought with a price,s lo- 


The great Goſpel-ſecrer concern- |. 
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Itiis one thing to believe, and another 
thing to know we believe. ' ' 

I ſuppoſe, none ought to queſtion whe. 
ther they do believe or no, but to believe 
eil they be perſwaded that theydo believe, 
and more and more ofthe truth of their 
faith or belief, righteouſneſs being reve 
led from faith to faith. 

My grounds for this, are theſe : 

1. Chriſts command to believe, and this 
is his Commandment, That we ſhould be- 
lieve on the Name of his Son Teſus Chriſt 
Now, commands of this nature are to be 
obeyed , not diſputed. Good ſervant: 
doe not reaſon their duty out firſt with 
themſelves, butxall to doing as they ar: 
commanded. | 

2.1 inde not any in the whole courſe of 
Chriſts preaching or the Diſciples when 
they preached to them to believe, asking 
the queſtion , Whether they believed or 
no, or whether their faith were true faith 
or no? I finde one ſaying, Lord, 1 beliew, 
help my unbelief: But nor, Lord whether 
do I believe orno ? And Lord increaſe ny! 
faith - But not, Lord whether is this true 
faith I have or no ? It would be a ſtrange 
queſtion in any that were bidden to 1 
fealt, 
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feaſt,co ask the maſter of the feaſt whether 
his dainties were reall , or a deluſion ? 
would not ſuch a queſtion. diſparage him 
for a Sorcerer ?$o in the things of the Spi- 
rit, to be over-jealous of the truth of 
them, as many poor tempted ſouls are; 


Chriſt, The way to be ſure of the truth of 
the good == # is tO taſte and fee how 

ood the Lord is. Spiritual things are beſt 
fe and taſted with feeding upon them. 
Eat O friends, drink, yca,drink abundant- 


herher 
ale my; 
1s true 
trange 
n tO 1 


feaſt, 


ly, O beloved. 

3. For any to doubt whether they doe 
believe or no, I finde to be a queſtion on- 
ly fit and proportionable for Chriſt him- 
ſelf to ſatishe,who is called the author and 
finiſher of our Faith, Nonz can prove 
more properly to a ſoul it believes then 
he on whom it believes. Who can more 
properly ſhew one that he ſees, then the 
light which enlightens him for that very 
purpoſe ? 
| 4. Faith is truly and ſimply this : A be- 
Ing perſwaded more or lefſe of Chriſts 
love, and therefore it ts called, a belceving 
with the heart, Now what infallible figne 


ls there to perſwade any that they are per- 
{waded, 


pe I 


doth-not become the fairhtulneſle of Teſus | 


- — 


wD. 


94 The flowings of Chriſts Blood 


autwentth - mmm—_——_—_—  Þ — — 
_- —— —_ 


truth of their perſwaſion ? There may be 
ſome things which may ſtrengthen and 
help , which I ſhall hereafter ſhew you 
from the Word, which are by way of &' 
fects and properties of this faith and be-| 
lief ; but none can ſimply perſwade a ſou)! 
that it doth believe, bur he on whom it] 
doth belicye : God hall perſwade lapher 
Who can more principally, and with cle 
rer ſatisfa&ion perſwade the Spouſe of 
the good will of him ſhe loves, but hin-/ 
ſelf? Can all the love-tokens, or teſtims- 
niall Rings and Bracelets? They may con- 
cur and help in the manifeſtation ; but its 
the voice of the beloved, My beloved ſpakt 
and ſaid unto me, Riſe up my love, my fait 
one, ſaith the Spoule. 

5. We ought to beleevextill we be per- 
ſwaded that we do beleeve ; becauſe the 
more we do believe, the more we ſhall be! 
perſwaded to beleeve : according to that 
place in the Epheſians, In whom alſo after 


ſwaded, when themſelves queſtion the 


| ye Were ſealed With the holy Spirit of Pr 
| mi/e : And he that beleeveth hath the wit 
| xeſſe : though there is more to be ſaid to 
| this laſt Scriprure. The way to be warm 
isnot only to ask for a fire, or whether 
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chefe'be a fire or no; or” to hold out the 
kinds t6wards it,and away, and wiſh for a 
reater ; but to ſtand clofe to that fire 
Kerb is and to garher heat. *© 
'-6. We ought, I ſuppoſe, no more to 
1aeftion our Faith, which is our firſt and 
ndation Grace, then we ought to que- 
ſtion Chriſt the foundation of our Faith: 
For asall Chriſtian Religion is deſtroyed 
by the one, fo all the ſalvation in that Re- 
ligionto any ſoul in particular, by the 0- 
ther : Therefore it is ſaid, they enteged 
not in becauſe of unbelief ; And again, 
The Word did not profit, being not mixt 


waſml, 
zhether 


there]; 


with Faith in them that heard it, And 
hence is the Apoſtles caution, Take heed 
leſt there be in any of you an heart ofun- 
beleef. 
7. It is Satans greateſt police, to put a 
ſoul upon ſuch a queſtion : For by this he 
ſets on the ſoul for evidence from things 
which he knowes can afford little but a 

queſtionable aſlurance, as perſwaſion moſt 
upon marks and fignes of our own fandti- 
fication, or works, which cannot hold 
good wichout Faith it fſelfe, ro bring 

own CARIST upon them; For he 
puts us clean back, if we obſerve.” We are 
proving | 
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no works can be proved ſolidly good: but| 
by our faith, for without Faith it is impoſ-| 
ſible to pleaſe God. We know that ever 
piece of coine or. money is valued KG Ka 
ing to the, Image-and ſuperſcription that 
it bears, and if Ce/ar be not there, though 
it be ſtill ilver, yet it is not coyn, it 1s not 
ſocurrant ; and he that hath it , cannot 
make ſuch uſe of it, and ſo aſſure himſelf 
to trade with it,as otherwiſe he might do, 
So there is not any thing of anfificatia 
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proving our faith by our works, whea a 
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qual; 
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currant,and of true praQticall uſe and com- 
fort to a believer , unlefle ]eſus Chriſt be 
there, and the Image of Chriſt whichs 
righteouſneſs 8c. or true holineſs. While 
Satan puzzles us in queſtioning our faith 
or believing, he keeps us off from beliey- 
ing, knowing that this is the condemns 
tion, He that believeth not, is con- 
demned already. 
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Ki, | We are firſt to believe, and . all 


cord 

n that|}| other gifts will follow, &C. 

1Ough &b 
1s not EreI cannot but wonder at-any-that «4 
.nndt keep ſouls in a&s of preparation and 


mſelf[[qualification, from the att of beleeving, as 
ke do.|[|if we could believe too ſuddenly;and ma- 
ation|ſ|oy-a one loſes ſome degrees of faith while4.u 
com-|ſthey are ſeeking it thus in the evidence Or” 
iſt belſ|their Works;for while faith is kept off from 
ich s|||Chri//,and theſoul ſuſpended,futh decays, | 
Yhik||}and becoms Weaker and Weaker;when as if | 
faith|F/it were {till exerciſed upon Chriſt in the 
liey-|[|promiſes, it would ſoon bring a «clearer | 
mn#|[|and more undeceiveable evidence with it, 
con-|[|then can any other way be miniſtred un- 
(0 1t, ; 
Inthe Goſpel all are immediatly called to 
delieve ; to day if ye will hear his-yoyce : 
irs faith the Iaylor,what mult I doe to be 
red? Believe ſay they on the Lord Iefus 
Chriſt, And this is the work. that ye be- 
leve on him whom he hath ſent, ſaith 
Chriſt,and faith Phillip to the Eunuch, If 
. | F thou 


of me... 


| 


Me 


= 
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thou beleeveſt with all thyheart thou mayſſheaci 
eſt;and he anſwered and aid, I beleeve, yy 
So as I ſhall draw this concluſton for me{ſphich 
ny thatare in the dark inthis point, bot] +, 
Preachers and people : ter th 
That-none can believe too haſtily in! | 


ſus Chriſt our righteouſneſſe, becauſe righ{} 15, 
reouſneſſe is revealed from faith to faith 
and while we belceve not,we live notprf{ 21, 


perly; forthe juſt ſhall live by faith ; alſſ C,, 
while we beleeve not,we may after afoſcauſe 
be ſaid robe under condemnation ; fork 

that belceveth not is condemned. So as} 77 
ought not to ſtay the exerciſe of our fait 
either for repentance,or humiliation, Yo 
ny other grace ; but we ought to beleri}þlee 
that we may have theſe ; for faith wolfther i 
eth by love, &c. And adde to your fallſlinthe 
vertue, faith the 4poſte,. and to veriit}|zre c; 
| |knowledge, & to knowledge temperant{|childi 
ang to temperance patience, and to pati|been 
ence godlineſle, and to godlineſs brotht|throg 
ly kindnefle, All theſe are to be addedWH|f thy 
Ray or work from faith ; nor are wet neht; 


ay our beleeving till we be affured Flkte 
[ome ſignes that we do believe; we muſt M| ner 
|heve that we may know that we do belici | Fo 
| for the Witneſs comes by believing, The ww | Ving 
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TH 

a may ring witrieſſe. Tet to theſe 1 allow you 
CVE, flavy examination or triall of your faith, 
or meſſphich may conſeſt with beleeving. 

, bot] ell, 7 ſhall put ſonse neſt 1085 10 JOu# af- 
ter theſe grounds. 


Q—c __— 


7 1n] | weſt. 
e righf] Is faith always with full allurance ? 
0 tai Anſw. 


Qtp | Nay. 2 ueſt. . 1 
; nu} Can you conclude you have NO talth be- 
r alfcuſe have not full aſſurance * 


; forkt Anſw. 
0 as 4 AY. 
ar fait 9 9Oueſs. 


——_ 

"n,orlf} You ſay well ; for there are degrees of 
elet Ideleeving; one degree 1s tO baleve, ano- 
; wot|ther is ro be aſſured you believe. There are 
Ir fallſlin the word believers of ſeveral ages;ſome 
 vert]are called litcle ones, weak ones, babes, 
xeraf{children ſtrong men,ſome are ſuch as have 
0 Pti|been ſound believers, and are made weake 
rothfthroygh fin, and rempration, ard ignorance 
ddedt if the Covenant of free-grace, and their 
: we Minohteouſneſs in Chriſt, a» the glorious e- 
ured Mate of a belecver mnder grace,;s a man that 
Jl be [Over perfetily healed of ſome mfirmity. 
belief} For the nature and properties of trwe /a- 
he {p! lng Faith which 1 told you on, They are 

beath] - F 23 better 
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better diſcerned in the word andChriſt t 

in the ſoul that hath them, becanſe they af: 
2ot in the ſoul purely, bt Wirh mixture f 
corruption ; Which like mud in the way 
troubles the light and the ſpiritual diſcer ap 
ing, and that makes ſo many beleevers wi [on 
can ſpiritually judge, care ſo littleto| 
themſelves in their own righteouſneſs p3 
in Chriſts; as Pax/, and be found: in hu} 


. , } and 

not having mine owne righteouſneſs. lar 
The nature and properties of true fat 

. NIP are 

ing faith, is almoſt the buſineſle of th| + 

whole New Teſtament, yOY 

I. The natxre of faith is this, 7t 5s cal 50 

the gronnd of things hoped for, and the t\ 

dence of things that are unſeen. 

The properties are every where delt. 


bed by repentance, and humiliation, 
love, and godlineſſe,and parity, and <#} | 
ty, and meekneſs, and all holy conver(dm} | ,, 
and prayer,and hearing and obeying the Wl | 
of God. All theſe are with true fairh; any | 
beleever 1s one, who though he hath? | 
theſe, yet he will not behold ctheminh | ;, 
{elfe, but in Chriſt, and as Paxl, 1 live} | (1 
not I,but ( hriſt in me. | 
Now the great miſtake which I find! P; 


this, and agesbefore, is the ſingling® 
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| freely to ſinners. ION 
ARA OY ane 
the properties of a true faith,and ſending 
[2 beleever for his aſſurance moſt thither, | 
in himſelf; which cauſed the belceyers of 
I former ages to walke in bondage,though | 
with the Spirit of adoption ; and to make | 
©'Þ uptheir aſſurance much like the beleevers 
ay [under the Law, from their obedience and | 


TIC - 
[repentance,and humiliation in themlelvs, | 


hs iow lac *” 


b ET 


inch, cirif being mueh in the dark ro them, 
. br q and little ſeen then. And much of the ſame 
Li darkneſs covers this age we ve in, who 
re of tu, Very dark in that myitery of glory 
© 0" which Pal ſpeaks on in beleevers, as /or- 
: rowing and yet always rejoycins, as dying , 
F 85 Wl and yet behold We live, as havin g yothiug, 
a the eo and yet poſſ, eſſing all things, cs 
"A But } pray, what temptation had you 
c AF. concerning your not beleeving ? 
tron, Wy | Anſw. 
nd ch | I thought I'was one of thoſe that could 
,e r [at | not beleeve, and that I being ſuch a ſinner, it 
tut | was n0t for me to beleeve. : | 
(7 | ESL. =; 
bens” | Wh : your being one of thoſe that could 
none | _y elceve,l (hall ſpeak ro it in theſe que- 
/4 | tions. 
r Fnd | 1.15 there-any exception againſt you in 
Ming | particular,in the whole Book of God?As 


F 3 to 
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to ay, you, ſuch a one, or ſuch a oneca 
not beleeve,you have no right to Chriſt 

2, Can the counſels of God,concernin 
the veſſels of wrath be known ? Canay 
| fay I am not eleQed, ſeeing his wiſdomy 
unſearchable, and his wayes Paſt findiny 
out e 

3. Are not ſome called at the elevent 
hour of the day ? 

1. The theif upon the Croſfe at the hoy 
of his death ? 

Is not this Satans temptation then t! 
perſwade you to conclude any thing fd 
your condemnation before hand ? 

2, For your other doubt of being ſuch 
finger, and therfore not daring to beken 
I {ball pur theſe queſtions to you. 

1.Do not they that would beleeye,ont 
ly if their fins were leſs or leſs hainos 
beleeve rather upon ſome ground it 
themſelves, then Gods eommand ? 

2.Do not the promiſes belong to finnen 
as ſinners ? 


Anfw. 
Tea; but as repentant ſinners. 
veſt, 


What were the ( hurches of the Corinth! 
ans, Epheſians, Colofians ? and what wi 
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| all that beleeved, before they beleeved ? 


they ſinners or qualified ? And what were 


Anſw. 

They were ſinners. 
eſt. 
Came not the promiſe to Adam, even | 
then when he was dead in fin ? 

Anſw. - 
Tea. 

LD neſts 
Whether were not you in their condi- 


your own apprehenſion ? 
Aniw. 
Tea. 


Lueſt. 
VVhether are not you then as free for 
Chriſt ro come to, as they were ? 
Anfw, 
Tea. 


eſt 
and open to you, asto them : You being 


all alike ſinners, and Gods will being re- 
vealed no mere for ones cleRion then a- 


yours ? Anſw. 


VVhether are not the promiſes as free, '| 
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nothers, no more for their cleRion then' | 
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Luft. 
VVhether are any promiſes made to ay 
in Chriſt,orout of Chr:/t, onely in them, 
ſelyes ?Is not Chri/t the only qualified per. 
ſon for all promiſes? And fo through(hrij 
derived upon all his, we being ſaid to he 
compleat in him ; Doth not all” fulneſ 
dwel in him; and all receive of his fulnek! 
| And are not all the promiſes in him, Ye, 
and Amen ? 
T heſe Concluſions then I ſhal araw fortl 
1,Eletion and condemnation being 
cretthings belong to the Lord ; and wer 
not revealed in the Word-to the end. tt 
hinder any from belceving ; for that were 
againſt Gods goodneſs and mercy reyes 
led ; and they that make ſuch uſe of them. 
fervenot the Lords ends, but Satans, for 
ſuch an cn&-is againſt the ſweet ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt. | 
2.The only ground for any to belceve, 
1s the VVord or Promiſe, not any thing 
more or leſs in themſelves. This is the 
Commandment; that ye beleeve on the Son 
of God. 
3:The promiſes-of Chriſt are held forth 
| tofinners as' ſinners, not as-repenting (i 


f ners,or humble ſinners,as any condition in 
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vs upon which we ſhould challenge ( hbriſt; 
for then it is no more grace, but of works, 
Now we are freely juſtified by his grace. 
4, What ever promiſe there is which hath 
any condition in it, it is ours in him, that 
is in Chrift, who was the only conditt- 
oned and qualified perſon for all promt- 
Tea'and Amen ; and 


him who is the ful- 
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A ſhort Preface. 


Fs thus far diſcour 
' Jed occaſionally upd 


theſe temprations, I ſhal 
adde a few Obſervations mor 
for clearing the way of Sahs| 
tion a little farther, and thenl 
{hall open the ſeverall wayes d 
Revelation that the Mh/terie of 
Godlineſs hath been received 


what degrees Free-gace hath bin, 
enquired for in this preſent 


age. 
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Gods firſt revealing himſelf to Man | 


in goodneſſe and. Freex . : . 


grace. 


Od hath revealed himfelf under (6- 


verall notions, and names, and or- | 
ders of working to man and inthemwe |: 


are to reſt, and not to form up Medita-: 


tions beyond them; for beyond them. is }: 


infiniteneſs, and glory,and wee may-ſoon- 


erbe dazeled then diſcerne any thing of | * 
God or the workings. in himſelf.” There |. 
lye the depths of the wiſdom of God, and |: * 
the #n/earchableneſſe of his waies,and who |- 
can know the r:inde of the Lord? or who»; 


hath beer his Connſelbour > : 


God then that he might make himſelfj** 


out to the creature, fir{t reveals himſelf in ! 


gooareſs, and . makes. m4 according toes 


/ Ome- 
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ſomething in himſelf;{o as there is more ].; 
mage ofa Godin him, then in any other! 
thing below: For God ſaid let us make may 
in our Image after our likeneſs,Gen, 1,26, 
And herein is the googneſs of God,that he! 
gives any being to any thing but himſelf, 
& any glorious being to man,more then to; 
any ether; For What is man that he regar. 
deth him, or the ſon of man that he viſiteth 
him? Hehath made him a little loWer the 
the Angels, and crowned him with glory, 


 [PAal. 8. 


| {ele.to.becibut.man,and a creature ; and 
therefore hath a law given out to live by, 
| apd::to.order his obedience to him that 
m3de him: But man being made, meerly 
by thewi// of God,is made only to conti- 
nue by the fame Wi/,and not unchangea- 
bly goad;'that the creatwre might confider 
the.g/ory he had,not to be his own,but on- 
ly.at the pleaſare of bimithat, made. him; 
which »:/ and pleaſare was revealed in the 
Istot the Tree of life, and executed upon 
the obedience and diſobedience in the creas 
te:or manta.this laws. And now man 
tins and. diſobeys,and by this is brought to 
| eq the. powyer of birathar.ereated him, wha i 


Man being thus created,muſt know him-|| 
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in this beginning of things revealed himſelf 
only in glory, power,and dominion,to the 
world,and in no other form or notion to 
the creatures he made,bur. of Lord,or Cre- 
ator, or Law-giver. 

I find there was infinite Wiſdom of God 
appeared in the ſuffering,thefal,and a:/- 
obedience of man ; for by this the creature 
came to-ſce and acknowledge it ſelf under 
the power of a law, and in ſubjeRion, and 
dependency to him that created it : So as the 
glory of God was much. advantaged by ſuch 


freely to ſinners. 


| a change; which if the creature had never 


| experienced, could not have been ſo evi- 
dent nor clear : And hence it is, that the 
Angels. or ſpirits of an higher. order fel! 
t00,as well as man:io as by this, the power: 
of.God was made known to the creature, . 
and the creatures /#bjeftion Or dependency \ 
upon God, to it /e/fe : This change running 
through the order of the whole Creation, |. 
Roms. 8.:. 
The creature being thus brought by't ſelf - 

under a change of condition, God raiſes him- 
ſelf adz.antages and glory from hence, to 
make out himſelf before the creatures in 
his poWer,Will, mercy, love, &c. that the ! 
[werid may know him more,and know that ? 
there 7 
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out for himſelf to be known by. 


ly in glory and ge ; his glory was it 
the creating and commanding ; his goodn 
in giving any thing a created being or ſub 
ſiſence for obeying, and laying out his | 
mage or reſemblance upon one creature + 


dominion #nder him, yet for him, overthe 
Creation. 

But man now falling under the powy 
and ewr/e of a law, God reveals himſelf i 
mercy,and ina notion of compaſſion and 
pirty, and ſeeks out man who was now1 
ſinner, and brings to him. the 2ydings 0 
ſomething in a promiſe ; which thongh it 
might be dark to him, who was now nth! 
region and ſhadow of death,yer God madett 
ſomthing clearer by his dealings and carrr! 
age towards him,makzng coats tor him and 


and ſo holding forth ſomthing of compaſ 
fion towards him; yet mrngling it ſ@ will 


the curſe and change in the creation,and his 
- Col8+ 


CO 


| 


bove all the reſt, and making man to hay 
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there is yet an i»finiteneſs in him not ty 
be known ; and alt our knowledge is boun- 
ded in thoſe things which he hath made 


| 


To the time of ſing then, or the fiyſ; 
diſobedience, the Lord revealed himſelf on. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


cloathing bim, and taking care for him; 


- = 


| condition, that he might live as well under 
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the augniſs of the curſe, as the power and 
comfort of the promiſe. And how much of 
Chriſt Adam knew, how much the firſt 
Adam knew of the ſecond is not revealed, 
not much ſurely;for this ::»7e and that un- 
der the /aw, was the time of the hiding of 
this Myſtery in promz/es and ſacrifices, and 
the keeping it ſecret till chat which was 
called the F«lne/s of time was come, and 
Chriſt was manifeſt i» the fleſs. 


I I: 


Gods Free-grace to ſinners more 
diſcovered. 


VVE finde the. Scriptures ſet forth 
God in a xotien of free-grace,and 
therefore we mult ſo order our apprehen- 


fions and conceptions of God, that we may 


his Love,and look on him and conſider him 


know him in his Free- grace, as well as in|. 


in this order of working. God firſt and}: 
more properly, had mercy upon man faln| - ; 
and under the cxr/e;and he is called a God} * 7 
ſhewing mercies, and great 18 MErey , and | 
rich in wercy,and plenteous in mercy, abuns}..: 


—— 
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dant T 
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ful man, who'by the power of fin and: the 
curſe, was under condemnation (fot death 
entred by ſin, )yet by a poWer more infinite 
then that of ſj» and the cxr/e,was raiſedup 
to be the /#bjef of this mercy,and that one- 
ly thing about which this free-grace or mer- 
cy was-exerciſed : And thus /ight ws 
wrought out of darkneſs, and good out of 
evill, nd now a work-of redemption,mor 
glorious then that of creation is beginning 
to the world ; and Gods work of merci 
exceeding the work of his power, and yet 
infiniteneſ7 in both;for God himſelf wasto! 
become a creatwre,or the ſo» of man in this! 


And thus weſee how ithis change in -+hr| 
creature makes.only. way. and 4iberty for 
the fine/r of God toawork outto the ſons 
of men, as well in a work of redemption 5 
creation;and ſaving thoſe that were made, 
1 as well as makingthem ; yet this work of 
redemption was carried at firſt in a Myſtery, 
rather of wzercy then /oveztor there was lit- 
tle buta promiſe of the Womans ſeed reveal 
ed;{0 as here was rather mercy appearing 
as yet then /ove, and a-remedy propounded 

h t04 
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dunt in mercy and father of mercies,and t 
Lord God merciful and gracious : SO as (in- 


ſecond work which he was not in the firf.|| |! 
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to man for ſin, by that time the ſin was 


|[|committed, to ſhew that God was never an 


enemy, though. man was. And ſo much of 
Gods good wil only revealed,as man might 
rather coneeive himfelf not deftroyed, then 
ſaved, and rather not damned then reaee- 
med; And that in the Prophet ſets forth 
God rather art firſt in mercy and compaſh- 
on to us, None eye pittied thee, to have com- 


paſſion of thee;when 1 paſſed by thee, ana ſaW 


Oe  TITIHI rn 


thee polluted in thy blood, I ſaid wnto thee 
Live,Ezek. 16.6. And the Apoſtle calls us 
veſſels of mercy, that he might make kyown 


|| the riches of his glory on his veſſels of mercy, 


Rom.9..23. So asin this marner-of re- 
vealing the infinite work of Salvation, we 
may bee better ſatisfied , then by go- 


| [ing out into the glory of Gods connſels , 


where we may loſe our ſelves rather in 
the fulneisof Tr«rh,then find any; So- as 
thus God hath drawn out things more to 


who 1s infinitely pure, whoſe eyes are pur 
rer then to behold. iniquity, can love a 
finer 25 a ſinner ? All love is from ſome- 
thing amiable in the thing loved ; - But 
what is there. in man faln, and corrupted, 


of 


—_ 


our reaſon; for how can we thinke God | 


for God to love or delight in, to make his | * 


delight.|- 


delight with the fons of men, whereis the 
comlineſſe?Therefore-God muft from mer 


race more properly then /ove, order 
; 2a rinkeoenſaeſs or »eW glory for man; 
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in which he may beautifie, adorn, and low 
him. And this is the righteow/neſs of Teſw 
Chriſt, in which we are faid to be choſen & 
predeſtinatedto the adoption of ſons. This 
Godin free-grace had mercy on us, and 
gave Chriſt tor us;and in him we arc mal 
capable of the /ove of God, and acceptedin 
the beloved, Ephe. 1. 6. and not as ſons, 
that man was e/efted before Chriſt, the bs 
7 before the head, and Chriſt for man, ul 

all appear more fully in another Place 


III. | 

More of Gods Free-grace and Low 

of mans fin and redemption, 
diſcovered, 


'T He Scriptares reveal to us a pwye Goh 
fenning, a law brokeu,a curſe entring, men) 


tion darkly diſcovered, JeſuiChriſt this nw, 
this 7eſws Chriſt given for ſinvers, and ye 


ge 


a juſt God, a perfeft Law, the firft mail 


working in a promiſe of life, a Way of ſalus 


al 


”" x 
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perchaſong ſinners; all this wrought intime, 


and yet a predeſtination aud elettion of | 


grace bgfore all time, God loving ns, and 
giving Chriſt for us, and yet /oving #s in 
the ſame Chriſt. Theſe things are thus 
brought forth in the ord, and the Spirit 
of God can only guide us into ſafe con- 

rucions of the myſtery thes revealed,and 
how to draw the work of Redemption in- 
to ſuch order, that f» and death by the 
firſt man may appear,and righteouſneſs and 
life by the ſecond, and ſomerhing of the 
counſels of God concerning both,before ej- 
ther was brought forth to the world ; and 
ret but ſomething, and not all. 

I finde, before ſin and righteonſneſ; did 
thus appear in the world,that God is ſaid 
to | ogra and eleft, and chuſe us. I 
hnde that all this work, thus wrought in 
time, Yet is faid to be preſent before God 
in all time ; and theretore ke is called the 
Lamb ſlain ſo long ago; and we are called 


World were laid. 
So as all I can finde out of this gloriows 
myſtery, which is made up of ſuch con- 


Jrrary wayes, and workings, of /i» and 


| grace, juſtice and mercy,an old Adam and a 


em 
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choſen in Chriſt before the foundations of the | 


vew, 
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new, and predeſtination Or eleftion of grace 
will-only amount to this ; That 14» finned, 
God had mercy, and gave his Song, Which 
was God with him from everlaſting, ts be 
that for man, and in man, which he could 
not be in himſelf, righteouſneſs and tru: 
holineſs : And thus man becomes a ne 
creature to God again,not in himſelf, but 
in another. 

God itill is the ſame, but 92a» was not; 
nor is God the lefle unchangeable becauk 
of ſome ſeverall carriages or diſtributions 
of the ſame work about man ; mars full 
ing, and.redemption in Chriſt ; mans ſin and 
Chriſts /affering, may be ſaid to be but the 
love of God ordering man to the praiſe 
of his free Grace through ſeverall conditr 
ons, of innocency, ſin, and righteouſneſſe 

Yet this 1 find further,thar the 924in and 
glorious Work-of Redemption, was that full 
and final Work, ordered by God the Fathr 
with himſelf. So as mans 5 was only 
ſerviceable to this, and was but for: the 
bringing about of this,though not decreed 
of God, but occaſioned by man. God fore- 


twre,and ſo working by that, not taking 
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knowing the. changeableneſ; of his cre«- 


any new counſels upon this change in 
man 


_—_—_— 


pe EEE 


Cal pi Fe » 4; Y ., 
, i ” 


— 


. freely 40 ſinners. 7 


O————_— I—— a_——  — — 


man which he took not before, but or- 
dering this to that ſalvation he had ever 
ordained; nor is the revealing of Gods pre- 
deſtination or eleftion in Chriſt, ſo much to 
let us ſee into the order of his Comnſels 
(for Who hath known the minde of the 
Lord ) as to ſet up God in the glory 
of his power, W/,and wi/dome before our 
efes, that we may not look at any thing 
as happening from its own- cauſes, and to 
order us from conceiving any change in 
God, as if our fin and Chriſts [1ffering had 
wrought any alteration in him, . either to 
enmity or love. 

If you would know this Myſtery with- 
out confuſion, and yet in admiration , 
know that all this work of free grace,and 
mans ſalvation in 7eſus (Chriſt, was ever 
the ſame with God,who calleth things that 
are not, as if they were ; and mans ſinning, 
and Gods revealing Chriſt in promiſes, and 
in the fle/p, and in the Goſpel, is, That the 
creature may partake of 1t ; and whereas 
there is a work of ſin, of time,of perſons,of 


order, of $ cripttre notions, of manifeltari. |-# 


on; 1 heſe are bur ſo many ſeveral wayes by 
which the worke of grace, love, ſinne, 


Chriſt, and ſalvation, is finiſhed in the |. 


things 
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parcels of Lew, Goſpel, Sin, Righteowſneſ;, 
Free-grace,Eleftion,&c. go to the making| 
up this body of Chriſt the EleR ; the lay 
could not have been wanting, for wal 
there had been no tranſgreſſion ; and Al 
eould not, for then there had been no free.) 
grace; and righteouſneſs could nor, for 
then there had been no redemption ; and 
free-grace could not, for then there had 
been no mercy;and cleRion could not for 
then there had been no everlaſtingneſsof 
purpoſe of God, So as this one infinite 

work of ſalvation is manifeſted in many| 
parts tous, who could neither enjoy it, 
nor know tt otherwiſe, not in that ful. 
neſs nor infiniteneſs as it isin God. And 
theſe many parts make up that one work! 
of our Redemprion in Teſs Chriſt ; not 
can we know any thing of it but thus in 
parts, not 11 the whole or glorious intire- 
neſs of it, We know but in part, 
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things themſelves. And all theſe amr) 
bg 1The 


|| vl begotten Son, &c.Toh 3.16 with other 


— 
mand 
— — — —— — 


Il'V. 


The Son of God how conſidered in 
the work of Salvation. 


Here are certain Scriptures which 
contain the Myſtery; yet in the /etrer 
of them hold it forth under a divers notion 


or word, | 
1. God ſo loved the world that he ſent hts 


Scriptures of this kinde, as 1 70h. 4.9, 10. 
Fc. 

2.Of the other ſort are theſe Scriptures, 
God hath choſen us in him before the Tk 
tions of the world, Ephel. 1. 4. 

God hath ſaved us according to his owne 


poſe and grace, which was given to us | 


through Jeſus Chriſt before the world Was, 
2T1m,1.5. with other Scriptures of this 
kinde. 


Now theſe wordsſay, that God loved ws, 
and gave Chriſt, and that he loved ws in 
Chriſt. And thefe may be both true, ac- 
cording to the mamfeſtation of this wyſte- 
ry to us for one Scripture Contains not all 
of this »yſtery of Gods love to ſinners. 
Some hold forth only ſo much of it, as to 

make 
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it ; ſome,ſo much of it,as to make love ay, 
pear in it ; ſome, ſo much of it,as to make 
predeſtination arid eleftion appear in it; 


appear as the Lamb'ſlain before the Worll 
for ſinners ; ſome, ſo. much as to make Jeſu 
Chriſt crucified in time for ſinners ; ſome, 
ſo much as to make Gods love appear ings: 
ving Chriſt ; ſome, ſo much as to make! 
('briſts love appear in giving him/elf;lome, 
ſo much as to make Gods /ove appear com- 
pleat to us in Chriſt; ſome, ſo much ast» 
make Jeſus Chriſt appear the So of God; 
ſome,ſo muchas to make him appear a ſn 
of man, and a /aviour of men ; ſome, {0 
much as to make him appear to ate for al, 
and for the wor/a, and ſome, ſo much as to! 
make this all, and this wor/d ſuch only ” 
were his before the wor/d,and only all ſuc 
as he had /oved and choſen. 

And thus is the Myſtery opened to the 
ſons.of men in each part of Scriptures, 
which like ſo many ſeveral Stars give out 
their beams and:/ight for the manifeſtation 
of this **iyſtery of godlineſ3,God manifeſted 

in the fleſh. 
Noy! 
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make power and will in it appear;ſomeſy 
much of it,as to make free-grace appear in| 


ſome,ſfo much of it, as to make Jeſws Chrif| | Or not 
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Now we muſt be ſure in our conceptions 
and notions concerning this redemption, 
{[that we raiſe not up,nor form any thing to 
comprehend this myſtery which God him- 
||| ſclfe would not fold up in any fingle word 
if \| or notion, there being ſo many Aiftoverie 
1nd appearances of God, who though he be 
| but one ſimple ,pure, glorious eſſence,yet his 
| creature man cannot behold him fo, bur as 
[inſo many /cartered parts and beames of 
| gory. Man cannot take God nor the my- 
ftery of God in,but by way of parts and {e. 
veral kindes of excellency,and fo view him 
n one thing with another, and ſo in Te/z« 
Chriſt. 

So as when we would conſider the Work. 


[mult rake heed of ſtraitning ir into any 


fl ſomething be left out by our narrow 
[| conception, whereby the myſtery is but in 
part repreſented ; and the other parrs of 
the Work have no room, by which, though 
re may know more of one part , yet we 
jay know lefle of another ; like one who 
| pmping Water through a arrow pipe, fils 
bot his veſſe/, while another that works 
Ucough a /arper, filleth his : and indeed 
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the not taking in /cripteare notions 1N their 
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out into ſome one notion more then ano-/ 
ciple in us, may make us rather opinionated, 


But in the Work of ſalvation ,. we mult! 
conſider Jeſus Chriſt as he is revealed with. 
out his incarnation, before his incarnation,| 
and in it;withont it he 1s revealed to bethe| 
word of God, the wi/dome of God, God witl 
God, e+c, Before it, he 1s revealed to be the 
ſec of the woman , the promiſe, the eleft, 
the covenant,the Angel of the covenant, 
In the Incarnation, Ne 1s revealed to be 
Emmannel, or God With #s , Teſus, Chriſt 
the Redeemer, the Meadiater, the Prieſt the 
Propitiation, the Son, and the Sox of Man, 

Oc. 

Now theſe ſeverall zotions will dirc&us, 
and order usto a Scripture-revelation of 
this 2Myſterie ; for when we reade of this 
$on of God , under the names or notions! 
laſt ſpoken of, as the Sox, or 7 eſves, or Re- 
deemer : then wearc to conſider of this 


part of the work comes under that notio%! 
And! 


_ 


ſpirituall extent and wariety , but going ||| 
ther, which agrees better with ſome prix.) | 


then ſpiritually wiſe, | 


. , : ſ 
work of Redemptioz in the fleſh mavifeſtes,\[/ 
and amonglt us , and then con{ider whit If 
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And when we ereade of his other names, 
[we are to conſider what payr of the myſte- 
'riefals under thoſe, either without incar- 
nation, Or fleſh, and ſo he was oze with the 
father, Cc. Or elle befor e 111 arnation , and 
ſhe was in the time of the Law of cere- 
monies and types ; and from all theſe wee 
may ſafely draw this. 

That the So: of God, as 7 eſtes and Chriſt, 
and ſo manife, Red inthe fleſh, was ſent out, 
and given as it were of Cod; foreto/d and 


figzr ed before he was viven , ever with 


God, being God himſelte,and eyerlaſting- 
ly preſent, "both as God, andas God and 
man 1n the election of grace, being the 
eleR in whem we are choſen, and whoſe 
dody we are. 

The le notions 0 God, as the #3 we and 
8 7eſ2te, Chriſt, and Redeemer. and . Media- 
or, is b ut the drawing forth the Mylterie 
of Re aemption in its [everal parts and de- 
prees : And all this is true, that God loved 
s, and gave Chiiſt, and we are choſen in 
Chil and he was the Lamb ſlain both be-' 


Kcording to this purpoſe : nor are we to 
Onlider Gods love to us without Chriſt, 
[tor Gods love to us before Chriſt, 


b 


G 2 nor 


| 


fore the World 1n PUrp ole, and iz the world | 


LC 


124 The flowings of Chriſts Blood | 
nor our ſelves out of Chriſt, in whom we 
are choſen : But rather thus,God loved us 
in Chriſt , and yet gave Chriſt, And all/ 
this is true in the way and order of mani.' 
feſtation, beyond which we cannot ſee:| 


ny aRof grace from God but in the Soy,” 
there being no way of «ion and commu 
ion with God for man, but by him who 
is both God and man, 


V. 


nor can we in a Scripture-way conſider a+) 


Gods love manifeſted in the Go- | 
ſpel-expreſsions, | 


VV Here ever there 1s any apper| 
rance of God in mercy 0r grace, 
or love, there is goſpe/, and where ever 
there is any goſpel, there are ſuch expreſſ- 
ons and appearances of God : As inthe 
old Teſtament we finde him under theſe 
names, the Lord thy God,the Lord, the Lord 
mercifull, and gracious, long ſuffering, and, 
of much goodreſſe : A Lord paſſing by the | 
tranſgreſſion of hts people, loving Hz freeh, 
counting them the e Apple of hes eye , the 
ſranet upon his hand,his Tewels his Vineyarh 
tis children. 

And 
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And inthe new Teſtament, where God 
appeared in the f#/neſſe of love, there he 1s 
called a Father of mercies : and his grace, 
free- grace, and his love, a love manifeſted, 
and #nſearchable. 

And thus the ſoul is to look on him,and 
conſider him in grace not in glory - in love, 
not in r5phteouſneſſe : And this is that 
which will draw on the ſoul to have com- 
munios With him. VVe have only to doe 
with him now in the Gofpel-appearances 
and expreſſions, In our firſt man Adam we 
had to doe with him only in a way of 
ſubjeition and righteouſueſſe + But now in 
our ſecond «44am, in a way of /or-ſvip, or 
adoption, and free- grace, 


VI. 


The new covenant , no covenant, 
properly with us , but with 


Chriſt for 5, 
C357 makes no Covenaxt proper'y ma: 3 
der the Goſpel as he did at firlt: but his) 


covenant now 15 rather all of it a Promiſe. 
Man is not reſtored in ſuch a way of co-. 


G J _ venant 
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venant and condition 4s he was loſt , bt 
more freely, and more by grace and mercy; 
and yet God covenants too, but it isnot 
with man onely, but with him that wx 
God and man, even 7eſus Chri#t ; heis 
both the Covenant, and the Meſſenger 9 
Mediator of the covenant,God agreed to 
ſave man , but this agreement was with 
Chriſt, and all the conditions were on hi 
part ; He ſtood for us, and articled with 
God forus ; and performed the eondit- 


ons for life and glory : and yet becauk 

weare ſo concerned init, it 1scalled, A 

Coyenant made with us, 7 will make ant 
12nant with them: and yet that it may 

not be thought a Covenant only with us, 

as the firſt was, it is called a new Covenant, 

and a better Covenant ; and Chriſt is cal 

led the Mediator of it, And leſt we ſhould 

think ſome conditions were on our patt5 

as in the firſtit is added , 71 Will writem) 

law in their hearts, I will put my ſpin 

Within them : So as in this new Covenant, 
God is our God of free grace and righte-! 
ouſneſſe on his part, not for any conditio-! 
nal righteouſnes On ours ; yet in Scripture! 
it iscaſled ſtill a Covenant , becauſe God! 
is our God ſtill ina way of r7ighreonſneſſe, 


pI 


though 


# +4 o Be 
- S o \ 


A A 


Freely to ſinners. 


— _ -__————_— _.—CS ———————————— 


though,.of redemption too , and of con- 
dition to0; yet not on ours, but on Chriſts 
part for us ; and yet it 1s a Covenant with 
us,becauſe we are Chriſts, 1 { or. 3. 


Y-LE, 
Gods manner of Comvenanting. 


Od takes us into Covenant, not upon 
any condition in us before ; he brings 
with him Chriſt, 2nd in him all the cond1- 
tions, and makes us as he would have us ; 
not for the Covenant, but in it,or under'it; 


we are not his people before he be our | 
God hrit. Twill make a new covenant With |% 
thee, I Will be thy God, and thou ſhalt be my} 


people, I Will Write my law in your hearts, 
and put my Fþirit within you ,Heb.$.10. Tor 
have not choſen me, but 1 have choſen you. 
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| znder the law , but under grace. Who ſodl 
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VIII. 
They that are under Grace ve- 
wvealed-, are no more under 

the Law. | 

vV Hile we are out of covenant with 
God, weare in our own judge. 

ment, and others, under the caſe. for ary 
breach Of law or. diſobedience. But when 
ve are once under grace revealed, wear! 
ever under grace, and no more under the 
law : The law can only tell a believer he 
ſons , but not tax him for any. We are mi 


lay any thing to the charge .of Gods eleft? 
tho ſhall condemn ? 1t us Chriſt that dyed, 
Rom. 8. 33. 


IX. 


| | 
When God is ſaid tobe in Covenant | 
with a ſoul, 


Soul is then properly, actually , or 
expreſly in covenant with God, when 
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God hath come to it in the prome/e, and 
then 


4 


, or|| 


| in Chriſt, not in themſelves: and if they 
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then when it feels it ſelfe under the power 
ofthe Promiſe, it begins only to know it 
isin {ovenant ; and yet tO yield and obey, 
asif it were but to enter into that {ove- þ 
»aut Which God hath made with it inks 
Chriſt, before it could do any thing ;'ſo as I'Y 
they that believe , doe rather feel- thenys 
ſelves in that covenant which God hath 
made with them without any thing in- 
themſelves, cither faith or repentance, &c, 


XR. 
A juſtified perſon is a perfect 


perſon. 


Perſon juſtified, or in Covenant, 1s as 
pwre in the {1ight of God as the righ- 
teouſneſſe of Chrilt can make him, (though | 1 
not ſo 1n his own eyes, that there may be; j&$ 
work for faith) becauſe God ſees his only 


| were not in ſuch a perfef? righteoniſneſſe , 
| they could nor be /oved of him, becauſe hi 
| eyes are purer then to behold iniquity , or to P% 
love aſtnner as a ſinner, 
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X I. 


Sin ſeparates not his from-God , 
but from Communion. 


Oſinscan make God, who loves for 

ever and #nchangeably , love us leſſ, 
and yet a believer will grieve for ſin, be- 
{ cauſe it grieves the Spirit of his God; 
and though he kyow ſin cannot noW ſepa- 
rate from God, yet becauſe it once /eps- 
rated, he hates it , and becauſe it /eparate 
ſtill : though not from God, yet from 
Communion with God , grieving the hob 
ſpirit of God, 
| > @ yu 


Chriſt in the fleſh, 
Farag in the fleſh was God himſelfe, 


who that he might reveale his love to 
| us, made us partakers of the divine nature, 
by taſhioning our »atare for his own gl) | 
to live in, and by being both Goa and man, 
amongſt #4,and for ws ; and huiifin 16 the | 
|” ferie of reconciliation : None but the | 

nature | 
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vature of God could reconcile God , and 
no nature but warns that had ſinned could 
properly ſuffer for man ; therefore there #5 
one Mediator betwixt God and man, the 
man Chriſt 7eſws. 


X [[T. 


to funners. I31 
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Chrift beg in our nature. 


Hriſt was /ove , mercy, and riches of 

-free-orace manifeſted in the fleſh , and 

in our »atwre , that they might flow out 

more abundantly «pox our nature , on the 

veſſels of mercy choſen in this Chriſt before 
the forndations of the world, 


XIV. 
Chriſts Love. 


love of the children of men ; for he was 
the verv /c2:e of God cloathed in fleſh and 
bloed. This 1s he that was red in hs appa- 
rel, as he that treadeth in the winepreſſe. 


(© Hrilts love muſt needs exceed all the | 
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X V. 
Chriſt doing and ſuffering for 


our ſakes. 


HRIST came into the world, that he 
might doe what we corld not do to the 
fulfilling of the Law, and ſuffer what we 


XVI. 
Chriſts Mediatorſbip. 


OT ſtanding new as a perſon be- 
twixs God, and the children of men, 
takes in the fulnefle of righreon/ne[ſe and 
| = from both natures ; 74ghreowſneſſe from 
God, and fin from Men, whereby all the 
ns of his people are fully done away by the 
| infinite glory of that righreowſveſſe, both 
from him/elfe-and ws. 
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could zor /xffer for the breach of the Lay.| 


t he 
the 
0 we 


MAN, | 
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| did die,. ſo Chriſt 1s the ſecond. Adam , in 


133 


freely to ſrnners. 


XVII. 


The right generall redemption b | 
the ſecond Adam. | E. AE 


HRIST is the ſecond Adam, in w 0 

all are made alive , as all in the ff 
cAdam were dead;but nor ſo,as if all who 
were dead inthe firſt Adam , were made 
alive in the ſecond : but asthe firſ# Adam 
was the perſon in whom. all that are dead 


whom all that are alive do.live ; for Chriſt 
is thcommon narure of the wing man- 
kinde, who live unto righteouſneſſe, as A- 
dam was the common nature of the dead 
mankinde , who die unto righteowſneſſe : 
For as by one mans diſobedience many Were 
made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one man 
are made righteous : God hath concluded 
all under fin, T hat the promiſes by faith of 


Jeſus Chriſt might- be gives to them that \. | 
belzeve, Gal. 3,22. A. 


xvVIIkt 
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XYLILL 
_ Chriſts Love. 


He love of Chriſt cxceeded in this 

that he gave himſelfe to ave forus 
when we were enemies to him, and crucifh» 
ed him our /elves , who came to be cruci. 
ed for «s ; and conld neither /ove him, not! 
pitty him for what he did, For while we! 
Were as yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us , and 
greater love then this hath no man. Thiss 
the wy/terie”, that man could not live in| 
Chriſt till he had k:Zed Chriſt firſt. And 
thus he was wounded in the houſe of his 
friends, O all yee that paſſe by the Way, be- 
hold and conſider if ever there were myſterit 
like unto this myſterie, 


LIK. 
C briſts blood. 


He blood of Chriſt was not the blood 
of man only, but the b/sod of the Son 
of God, and therefore it was a price for 
ſn + the very power of the God-hrad as 
| it were bleeding for ſin, by which it 1s of 
| cd, 
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ed, The Redemption of his adbed- R and _ 
blood of the Son of God, 


þ a 
Chriſts blood powred out. 


He blood of Chriſt powred out, 

wrought greater compaſſion in God 
towards men ( 1 ſpeak as a man ) then' the 
ſufferings of all the men in the world 
could doe, becauſe he being begotten of 
God himſelfe, and the expreſſe Image of 
his perſon, though he could not /#ffer be- 
ing ſo infinite a glory, yet becauſe that per» 
ſon ſuffered which was God and man, or 
the Son of God in man, the Father in an 
unſpeakable way beheld the. zrave/ of his 
ſoul, and was ſatisfied. 


þ ©. uy 
Chriſt Teiture dipt in blood. ; 


(_ oarment Which he was deſeri- 

bed in by the Prophers under the law, 
is of a colour to ſet forth love and ſuffering 
tMmder the Goſpel; for this is he that Sad. 
from Bozra With his garments died red. 


_ 


XXII. | 
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XXII. | 
Chriſts Comelineſſe. 


E frm comelineſſe of (hriſt in the Gol. 
pel is a moſt deſirable comelineſſe for 
the ſons of men to love ; it is the g/ory 
the onely begotten Son of God Fatt of grate 
the ſweeteſt objeR for thoſe in milery th 
delight in, This is that beloves which'i 


more then another beloved. 


Chriſts Blood | 
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XXIII. 
Chriſts beauty. 


Bomenns T hath both the form and pier 
of /ove in him, and therefore it 15 that 


his Spouſe, or His behold him as white and 


{white in the glory of his Godhead, and ru- 
dy in-the ſufferings of his 1ſanhood : and 
becauſe of his /weer oyntments or powring! 


hands drop myrrh upon the ſoul, even Fir 
twall graces upon the hwndles of the Lock: 


raddy,and the faireſt emong ſt ten thouſands, 


one of ſpirit the Virgins follow him,for his | 


XX1V. 
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XXLV.-: 


Chriſts Names. 


YHriſt will be known to hz by no 0- 
ther names , but names of /ove and 
grace ; a Lover,a Bridegroom,a Phyſitian,a 
Saviour, an Emmannxel, or God with us,an 
oxly begotten Son of God, the bri ohtneſſe of 
hu glory , .a merciful and faithfull high 
Prieſt, a ſacrifice for fin, a Mediatoy , an 
Advocate for fg Beloved ; and he brings 
a ſoul to the banquetting houſe of ſpiritual 

things, and his bawner over it is love, 


X.X V. 
Chriſt and His. 


£, *Hriſt having adorned bs in the riches: 
of his rsghteouſneſſe , looks on them}, 
and /oves them in his own glory,ſo as they | Þ 
both /ove one another ; Chriſt and His | © 
delight in one another , Thox ha#t ra- 
viſhed my heart, my foſter, my ſponſe ; thou 
haſt raviſhed my heart with one of thy eJes, 
with one chain of thy necke, faith Chriſt; and 
if 


IT 
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þ Þ 53h, & 


Chrizts love in Heaven 10 us, 0 | 


Chriſt exalted, 


He love of Chriſt is more now in 

Heaven towards us , by how mud 
more the love of God is gloriouſly (he! 
abroad within him, yet his »atyre is the 
ſame ; for he is no lefſe man , nor mor: 
God then he was ; but, more excellenh 
God and man, even the man Chriſt ?eſm 


EETIL 
The Goſpel is Chriſt revealed. 


SF He Goſpel is Chriſt himſclfe, and lo 
revealed, or the word.of God in tit 
Word, or the glad tidings ot what he hatl 
done and ſuffered for tnners , and ov! 
whom he hath conquered, being Captalt 
of our ſalvation, having ſpoiled frincipaly, 
ties and powers , making a ſew of them 
openly ; and triumphing over them, C01. 15. 
| It is the miniſtry Of life and peace, and 
go), 


OW it! 
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glory, Of God ſpeaking to men from Hea« 
ven, arndintreating them to believe, that he 
was born of the ſeed of David , [uffered, 
died, and roſe again for their juſtification 
and that they are ſitting together With hins 


p— — _ 


( | in heavenly places. 


XXVIILI. 
The Myſterie of Chriſt in the Go- 


ſpel, a myſterie of Lorve. 


He whole buſineſſe of Chriſt , as it 
was begun in /ove , and brought 
forth in /ove unto the world , and all the 
atlings and workings of it from Gods 
being in Chriſt, to Chriſts ſitting at the 
right hand of God, are but a gofpel, or 


| | fory of unfpeaka ible love revealed to the 


World; fo the carrying on of all yet , is in 
love ; man in this goſpel is only to be per- 
[w aded of ſuch lovein love , and /[Weetly 
temptedand drawn to love again in the mi- 
niſtery of the Goſpel ; and the /pirit of love 
and adoption is ſhed abroad by the Go- 
{pelin the /oxuls of men, to reconcile = | 
Who are otherwiſe exemies in their avindes | 

by wicked Works , and to make them-love 

him, 


JA eee Eee eeee——_——— ee ems 


| 


a-parti-coloured Work of ſin and grace, 


him,who never was an enemy to them in 


though themyſtery is revealed to us under 


XX1IX. | 
A believers glorious freedom, | 


þ fo: ſpirit of Chriſt ſets a believer x 
free from Hell, the LaW, and bondar| 
here on Earth, as if he were in Heavm; 
nor wants he any thing to make him 6 
but to make him belicve that he is ſo : fa! 
Satan,fin,finfull fleſp, and the Law, areal 
ſo near, and about him in this life, that 
cannot ſo walke by fght,or in the clearap 


prehenfion of it , but the jxſt doe live bj 
faith, and faith is the evidence of things wt | 


ſeen, 


X XN XN. | 


All the ſins of Believers done awty | 
on the Croſſe. 


Here is no fin to be committed, whid 

2 Chrift did not pay down the price 0f 
his Blood for upon the croſſe ; making pract 
rhrough 


Teſws Chriſt, in whom they were choſen <7 


I41 | | 
ol trengh the bloud of bis crofſ c,and yet a be- 
hoſt lever will ſin'as tenderly, as if all his ſins 
holy were to pay for yet, knowing that he is 
ſnot redeemed to fin, but from ſinne ; not : 
[that he w3ay iz, but that ſimning he may 

(jo? ſuffer for ſin, Chriſt #5 riſen for our ju- 


(ifcation. 
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XXXI. - 
"| Chriſt offered to ſinners, 


(Fri in the goſpel cals out of Heaven 

to ſinners by that very name, and tels 
them he hath ſalvation for them if they 
will believe him. Nor doth he ſtand upon 
What fins, lefle or more, greater or ſmal- 
we hl ler ; ſo as none can fay they are not called 
, £4|| 0n,and proffered ſalvation, be they never 
S by final, 


| XX XI1; 


ip4y | A Believer must liveinC hriſt, uot 
| in himſelfe. | 
| 


areal 


hat It 


arap- 


which Belicver hath a twofold condition ; 
ice of (yet as a believer but one) in Chriſf, 
peact 8 binſelf - yet he ought ever to conſider 
ought himſelf ! 


nzs of Chriſts Blood | 
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binfelſe in Cheiſt by faith, not in himſelf; 


in Chriſt he hath perfeatly obeyed the | 
whole Law, perfedtly ſuffered and ſatisfied|| 


for all his ſins to the Ju 


Chriſt, and made to ſit together 1 heaven 
places in Chrift Jeſus, even already 3 butin 


himſclfe there 1s a body of /uſt, corruption, 


and ſin ; and there is a Law revealing ſn, 
accuſing, and condemning. SO As if a belie- 
ver live only by /ex/e,reaſon and experience 


both under the poWer and feeling of ſi] 
and the /aw -: but if he live by. faith in 
Chriſt, believing in the /ife, r:ghteouſneſſe, 
obedience, ſatisfattion, and glory of him, he 
lives out of the power of all condemnation, 


and wnriohteonſneſſe. And thus a belicyer 
is bleſſed only in a righreonſneſſe Voithout,| | 


not within;and all his aſſzraxce, confidence, 


comforts, are to flow into him throughd|| 


channel of faith, not of works, believing 
himſelfe happy tor what another , even 
Chriſt,hath done for him,not what he hath 
done, or can doe for himſclfe. 


ſtice of God, and|] 
in Chriſt is perfeQly j«ff and righteows;and|}} 
therefore it is ſaid that or /ife 75 hid with] 
Chriſt in Ged , and we are raiſed up With|| 


| 


of himſelfe, and as he lives to men, he live] 


— 
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ll XXX111. 
ified\l - 
= How Chriſt and a Belierver were | 
;and|)| one in ſin and riebteouſneſſe. 
mil 
> | AN LLthe ground of a believers righte--| 
as | Aves: and ſalvation, and exemption | 


=Y from the /aW , in, and the cr/e, 1s trom | 


Ws the nature office,and tranſattion or work of | 
; [ Chriſt,and Gods accounting, Or emputing 3 | 
| Chriſt {tood clothed in our nature, betw1xt | 


live God and man, and in that with all the ſins 
7 of believers upon him, God having laid on 
[8 bim the iniquities of us all : In his Office he 
h 1 


| obeyed, ſuffered,ſatisfied;and offered up him 
eſſe, ſelf,and now fits as a Mediator to perpetu- 
ate or make his ſacrifice, obedience, ſuffer- 


ton, ing, and righteouſneſle everlaſting : and 

_ this bringing in everlaſting righteouſneſſe , 
| | C o Ln _ 

2M And God he accounts, reckons, or imputes 

ence, 


| [all that is done in our natareas done by ws, 
£2*| calling things that are not,as if they were: | 


VINS|\\and in his perſor , as in our perſon : And 
5 [thus he is made [in for us,who kiew no (in, 
at 


that we might be made the righteouſneſſe of 
Cod in him. 
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XXXIV. 


YVe mnſt come before God as hi- 
ving put on Chriſt firſt, not as 


ſinners and unrighteou, 


EF , — —norgars in all his dealings with 
God, either by Prayer, or other way 
of drawing neer, is to ſtate, and conſidet 
himſelf thus in Chri/t in the firſt place, and 
to put on the relation of Soy/2ip and Righ- 
teouſneſſe, and to lookat, or conſider fins 
no otherwiſe in himſelfe, then as debrs 
paid and cancelled by the bloud of 
Chriſt: and by this all bondages , fears, 
and doxhri»gs are removed, and his Spi- 
rit is free, or the Sonne hath made him 
free: And now he comes 1n the ſpirit of 
adoption, and cals God Father : and here 
begins all , faith, hope, confidence, love, li- 
berty, when as others dare not believe 
themſelves in ſuch a condition, till upon | 
terms of h«miliation, ſorrow for (in, works 
of righteonſneſle,they have as they think, 
a reaſonable meaſure, price , or ſatufattr 
on to come with , and then begin to be- 
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lieve, hope, and be confident : And thusin 
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way of compounding andþargaining with 
God, deal with him at all occaſions : buc 
ſuch /ubmit not to the righteouſneſſe of G:d, 
and the free-gift of juſtification by grace, 
and give not plory to God: For they tha: 
believe upon ſomething firſt in themſelves, 
ſhall zs x 2: have kindle a fire, lye down in 
the ſparks of their own kindling, and have 
nothing in Chriſt , becauſe they will not 
have all in him,for we mult either have a// 
in him,or »othing : and though ſome will 
have «ll in Chrilt for ſalvation , yet they 
will have ſomething in themſelves to be- 
lieve their intereſt in this /alvation; and 
though this be not to rejet Chriſt for 
righteonſneſſe , yet it is to rejeRt his free. 
promiſe,or word of aſſurance for this rioh- 
teouſneſſe, and rather to be perſwaded up. 


w— —— — 


| on ſight then faith, and ſenſe then promile, 


| 


and ſomething in our /e/ves then in him- 


ſelfes 
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XXXV. 


The Law ts now in the Sprit, and in 
the Goſpel for a Believer to walk by, 


He Goſpel is both a perfect /aw of lik 

and righteouſneſs, of grace and truth; 
and therefore I wonder at any that (houll 
contend for the miniſteryof the Law or te 
Commandments under Moſes, whichisd 
lefle glory then that which is now reve 
ed and exceeds in glory,and ſhould ſtrix 
for a Law without the Goſpe], which is 1 
the Goſpel : Nor is the holineſs and (ar 
Qification now ſuch as is faſhioned by tk 
law or outward Commandment, but bf 
the preaching of faith,by which the Spin 
is g1Ven, which renews and ſanclifies abt 
liever, and makes him the very Lav 
Commandments in himſelf, and his heat 
the very two Tables of Moſes : Alt 
though the Law be a beam of Chriſt inſt 
ſtance and matter, yet we are not to |if 
by the /ight of one beam now whentit 


Sun of riohteouſneſs 1s riſen himſelf ; thi 
was a fitter ught for thoſe who lived | 


the region and ſhadow of death Andits 
wi 
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[with the Law now, or light of righteouf- 
neſs, as it was with the light in the Crea- | 


tion, when that which was ſcattered was 
gathered into one body of 2% Chriſt 
now being revealed, holineſle and righte- 
ouſneſs, as well as grace and love, is re- 
yealed in him and gathered up in him. 
And what need we light up a.candle for 
the children of the day to fee by ? Whar, 


— 


is there any ſtriving for a ſtream in the 
chanel, when the fountain is open ? Nor 
doth it become the glory of Chriſt re- 
vealed, to be beholding to any of the tight 
upon Moſes face. The word 15 noW made 
fleſh and dwels among ſt us, and we behold 
his glory as the plory of the only begotten 
Son, full of truth as well as grace, 


XXXVI. 


Leeall and Goſpel- Commandments 
and Duties. 


{ 
Dx. «ths rnmmony gas , and Legall 
Commandments,do not command in| 
the ſame power, in the ame manner,or to 
the ſame end ; The Law commands xs to 
Þ. —— 


—_——— —— 


3%. 


| 


} 
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god as a Law-giver, and Tutor , or Mini 
er; the Goſpe/ in the power of a Father; 
the Law commands by prom/es and 
threatnings, bleſſings and cwurſings ; the Go 
ſpe! perſwades rather then commands, and 
rather by promiſes,and exhorts rather then 
bids, and reaſons us. to duty rather then 
enforces, and rather drawes us then drives 
us: and by ſetting forth promiſes , and 


priviledges, and prerogatives, and worl|| 


| | 


| 


done on Gods part, and Chriſts part for 
us, and in love rather argues us into doing! 
and working,and loving refle&ions again: 
and Chriſt is chiefly propounded botk for 
holineſs and obedience, for mortification and! 
newneſs of lite: So as the Goſpel command 
us rather by patter» then precepr, and by 
imitation then command, Heb. 12.1,2,3. 
Nor to the ſame Erd. The end of the: 


Law was to bondage, feare, tutorſhip, rt-| 


q-vealing of fin, outward obedience, and co 
, "| fermity : The end of Goſpel-lawes is 00 
1+] love, newneſſt e, of ſpirit, praiſe and thanks 


giving} 


ow» 
= 


|| on, through the /piriz of adoption, freely 


damnation: nay, nor Heaven, nor glory,| . 


149 
giving for righteouſneſſe, and life received, 
and teſtimony to our righteouſnes recery- 
ed in Chriſt. Having theſe promſes, let us 
cleanſe onr [elves from all filthineſſe both of 
fleſh and ſpirit,Rom. And thus, Chriffs yoke 
is eafie,and his burthen light , and his ( om- 
mandements are not grievous , for they are 
(ommandements that carry life and power, 
and quicken to that duty they command, 
like the Sun who warmeth us in the very/ 
ſhining upon us : and we work, and walk, 
and [ive under the Goſpel, as being faved 
already, and redeemed,and bringing forth 
the power of this redemption and ſalvatt- 


freely to ſinners. 


working to the praiſe of that free-grace, 
and freely obeying for ſuch free redempti- 
on, and doing every thing in love, becauſe 
of rhe love ſhed abroad in our bearts ; and 
neither taking in judgements, nor hell, or 


to force on the work,or quicken the duty : 
but doing all from the Law of the Spirit of 
life in Chriſt Feſu4 , except when corrupti- 
on or temptation hinders the freeneſlle WF 
and fpiritualneſle in the duty. 14 
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AKNARYIHL 
The Goſpel in the holineſſe and cal 
grace of it. by 


$5 = 
1" > 


$ i Here 15 doQrine of holineſs in thel] 
Goſpel,as well as grace and /ove; and|] | det 
there are commandsfor obedience,as well as Ty; 
tydings of forgivenes : The grace of Gul|| thi 
that brinpeth lalvation hath appeared to al, | ſp1 
T eathing us, that denying ungoalineſr,&c.\| | 
we ſhould live ſoberlyighteouſly,and godly | w 
Tir. 2. 12. And this kinde of Goſpel s|| | 
ſuch in the revelation of it as fits both Gull] | fl 
and man : God the Father may be ſeen in|| | 10 
commanding holinefle, and the Spirit in|] | #f 
forming the holineſs commanded, andthe|| | a 
Son 1n redeeming us to holineſs, even tolf | 7 
the will both of the Father and the Spirit|| | #/ 
| And this Goſpel firs max,who is made up|] | * 

both of fleſp and /pirir,and ſo hath needof]| | f 
a law without, and in the /erter, as well || | 1 
| inthe heart and ſpirit : The LaW is ſpir-|| | 
tnal, but we arecarnal, Rom. 7. Norcan|| | 
ſuch a ſtate of fleſh and ſpirit, be ordered|} | 
by a law only within ; for the ord and 
Law of the ſpirit meerly is for a ſþpiritud | 
condition or ſtate of glory, as Angels, who | 
_only 
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only live by a /aW ſpiritwal, or Word of Re- 
velation: But our eſtate here being partly 
carnal, muſt needs be ordered yet in part 
| by the LaW of a carnal commandment,and 
yet this Law is not ſach as it was before, 
| a meer Law in the letter, but it is now un- 
der the Goſpel,a law of life, ſpirit, and glo- 
| ry;it isa /awin the hand ofChri/t,and with 
| the promiſes of Chriſt about it ro make it 
| fpirituall indeed. And this is according to 
| the juſt, wiſe, and righteous diſtribution 
which God hath made to our d;vers eltate 
| of fleſh raul hc dealing out to us both 
ſpirit,che /etter and life. Ther- 


| the word an 
fore the Word is called Scriptures given by 
inſpiration, and is profitable for do- 
Qrine,&c, 2 71.3. 16,17. And the Spi- 
| rit 1s called the anojnting, and reacheth all 
| things,1 1oh. 2.27. And 7 will put my law in | | 
| their mindes, Heb.8.10,11. And the Coms Wh 

' forter whom I will ſend, he ſhall teach you; ÞF 
| Toh. 14. 26. 1 Theſ.4.9. Aqts 2.1 7, 

| Thus, whatever dofrine of holineſs is in 
the new Teſtament,we are to receive it,be- 
| Cauſe it is now the doctrine of him who is 
| the Lord 7eſius Chriſt, the Lord as well as 
| Jeſus Chriſt, and one who commands as 
| well as /aves; Nor is there any covenant of. 
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works in ſach kinde of obedience : Lifeis 
| given us to make us obey, but not for 


& 


| obeying. 
ELL YILIEL. 
The new Corvenant further ſet 


forth to be mterly a promiſe. 


He Covenant that is called the xv 
Covenant that God makes with hi 


ny” 


— 


| part, without any thing on mans,he makes 


now under the Goſpel, is all on his own 


himſelfe ours, and makes us his, all is 0f 
his own doing : though a Covenant in the 
ſtrift legal Common [enſe,1s upon CErtain &- 
ticles of agreement,& conditions on both 


{ ſides to be performed : Thus ſtood the os 


Covenant, there was life promiſed On con- 
dition of obedience, and (o in covenants and 
contratfts betwixt man and man, but now 
there is a Covenant, or rather promiſe in| 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is called the Heaiato, 
or Mamager of the covenant , in which 
God gives himſelf freely in Chriſt,to be the 
| God of a poore ſinner, Chriſt undertaking 


|} all, both with the father and the ſoule: 


4 OT  In— 


— 


och 
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freely to ſinners. 153]. 
ſuch 2 kinde of covenaut was eſtabliſhed 
with Noah, Gen. 9.11. Behold 1 eftabliſh 
my covenant, &c. nothing . required on 
warns part : This is called a xew Covenant, 
for it is clear 2gainſt the ſtrain of the old, 
wherein man Was £0 have his life upon 
condition : yet it were good, that we did 
not reſt too much in the notian of a cove- 
vant : nor is it the way of a covenant that 
the Goſpel uſes, but rather the promiſe,or 
grace, or ſalvation ; for the Spire uſes the 
word Covenant only by way of allukon ; 
and becauſe the ſoul being under the pow- 
er of the ſpirit, doth it ſelfe contra and 
covenant with God to obey, though God 
gives no life in ſuch a way of a covenant 
or obedience, And I obſerve , that the. 
uſage of this ord hath a little corrupted 
ſome in their notion of free-grace, and 
makes them conceive a little too legally of 
it : And I conceive, that the Doctrine of ig 
in Heb. 8. 10. &c. 1 will write my law,@&c, 
And 7 Well take aWay your ſtony heart, &6. 
And put anew ſpirit Within you, fer.31.31. 
Hizek, 36. 26. doth clear it to be only 
promiſe and grace, and free loye to a fin- | , 
ner, forif any thing were to be done for | 


life or ſalyation,we ſhould darken the glo- 
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ry of ſree-grace,and make it a promiſe nei. 


ther wholly of grace,nor wholly of work, 
If is-be of grace,it is no more of works, g- 


therwiſe Prace 15 n0 more orace,Rom.11.6 
Nor is this promiſe of ſalration given th 
finners as ſinners, barely ,ſ1mply:and ſingh: 
nor as qualified Or conditioned ; not to fin 
ers as ſinners, for God canonly love in 
Chriſt;nor as qaalified & conditioned, fork 
fe ſhould be-purchaſed by 4, rather-the 
for us; ſo as we are only fmners in our own 
and others judgements, but truly loved-in 


| 


Chriſt when the promiſe comes. And thus 
the Scripture Cals us ungodly, and ſinners, 
and chilaren of Wrath: Not that we areſo, 
but /eem ſo ; or not fo in Gods acconntybut) 


— 


the worlds : So as here is- ground enouph| 


for any to offer ſalvation to the werreſt jw 
ALFS, and for the verieſt ſinners tO recenve; 
for God in (hriſt reconciling the World 
axio himſelf, not imputing their rreſpaſſe 
#nto them, and hath committed to us t 
word of recorciliation, 2 Cor.5. 19, 
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Bliuud | | freely to ſunners. 135 | 
iſe nei. 

work; XXXLIX. 7 

%, *l The way of aſſurance for 

ven toll | Believers... 

ing; 

0 fin T He fureſt knowledge that any one 
Je in hath that they have received the pro- 
forfolſ/ani/e, is, the cloſing of their heart. with - 
'-theal]] Chriſt, the reall receiving and beleeving, 
rom|[| the re/ying-and. going out cf the heart up- 
ed-in[ſ] on Chriſt: the juſt hall live by faith, Rom.1. 


1 


,| \cheer up the ſou/: if we betieve. more. of. | 


117. We Walk by faith, and not by fight. This 
| was the affurance the Father of the faith- 
| fullhad, who ſtaggered not at the promiſe, 
| but gave plory toaGod : Yet this aſſurance. 
1s ſuch, as the /ox/ cannot be content with: 
['only, there is ſomething in man beſide 
faith to be (atisfied,reaſon will haye more 
light to ſee by: and therfore the wergeg 
of the ſpirit in new obedience,and love, an 

repentance, and ſelf-deniall, are ſuch plimgs: 
merings as the /ou! may be refreſved: by; 
though nor ſfrengthened by, and comforts 
ed by, though not /apported by : Fork 
though they cannot aſſure by. .chemeF 
ſelves, yer raiſed up by faith, may with is 


__theſe 
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theſe Works then we ſee or feel, and f 
ſtrezgthen them by faith, they may be like| 
the tokens and change of raiment by which] 
facob was perſwaded that Foſeph was + 
live; by theſe we may be better perſwa- 
ded that we /ive,and {ive in Chriſt: There. 
fore the /ox/ being a reaſonable and 4iſ- 
courfrue ſpirit , is much ſatisfied in ſucha| 
way, when the Spiric of God helps it to; 
reaſon, and draw concluſions, as thus : 
The #ord ſayes,Whoſoever believes ſhall. 
not periſh. | 
But,] believe, ſaith the ſoul,and therefor: 
according to this Word, ſpall not periſs. 
The Word layes, To believe, is to receive, 
Or put confidence in , Oc truſt , as in foln! 
I. 12, | 
But , I receive Jeſus Chriſt for mine, I 
truſt in him for ſalvation, therefore I be-| 
lieve. | 
The ord fayes, Repentance, love, ſelft- 
deniall, obedience to the Will of God; are all 
the fruits of the /prit,but theſe are in me; 
I can repent,and love, and deny my ſelt,and| 
| obey. | 
- The Word ſayes, That we are com; (eat il! 
\ Ehriſt, and righteozs in Chriſt ; bur when 
I xepent, or lave, Or obey, 1 believe | - - 
| \. AI, 


yn 
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| 
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Chriſt; and therefore , my love , and' re- | 


ntance , and obedience is ſuch asT may 
believe, though not in themſelves, yet in 
kim to be good and ſpiritual. 


And thus a believer may belieye for afſu- 


rance, and yet reaſon for aſſurance: anda 


ſome other queſtions a believer may put 
to his own ſpirit , and draw it out into 
more concluſions for believing : am 1 
Chriſts or my own ? If I be Chriſts, doe I 
walk with Chriſt ? and live to Chrit ? 
and obey Chriſt ? Doe I delight in Chriſt, 
and thoſe that are Chriſts ? Or dolI live ro 
my ſelf ? ro my luſt ro my profit, or cre- 
dit ? ro others,or the world ? 


X L. 


The Goſpel- Miniſtration very 
glorious, 


GB miniſtration of the Goſpel ex- 
ceeds in glory : for now under the 
miniſt ery of Teſus Chriſt himſelfe, the hea> 


venly things them{elves are brought forth, 


the free /ove of God in Jeſus Chriſt, and | 


the free /ove of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, all che 
poWriegs ont of fpirit, and the full ds/cove- 


— 
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day;the Kingdom of God, the righteouſ. 
neſs,the juſtification,the forgiveneſs of ſins, 


peace, and joy #n/peakable, are the glory of 


went with his-own perſon ; they under the 
Law ſaw this day but afar oft,chey ſaw hut 
the. b/ood of Buls and Goats,and grace and 
peace'afar off: but bleſſed are our eyes, for 
we /ee,and our ears,for we hear that which 
many Kings and righteous eu have deſi» 
red : we ſee the Sor of God bleeding him» 
(elf, and are under a more ſpþiritwal ſprink; 
ling then they;they were under a fle/>ly pu 


the #/enor freedoms of the heavenly inheri- 
tance; they were ſubje to death and bor- 
E | dage;we are delivered to ſerve him Without 

| fear: they were kept under the ſchoolma- 
ſterſhip of the Lawzwe (now rhe fulneſs of 
time 45 come ) enjoy the pretions liberty 
of the ſons of Godzthe light which they lived 
in before, was glorious, compared with 
the durkneſs the A ations lived in,even un- 
der a region and ſhadoW of death;but it was- 
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ries of love, were reſerved for Chri/ts own 


the/ſpirit of comfort, the glorious /iberty of 


Chriſt come in the fleſh, the rreaſwres that: 


rifying they were as chilaren and /ervants | 
that were not at age, and ſo had neither | 


darkneſs compared with the /ight of rhe 
| Goſpel 


| body of Chriſt, and all that is Chriſts ; 


ED — 
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Goſpel ; now light covers the earth, and it 
is not ſuch a enl:zghtning as that of mount 
Sinai to bondage and fear, a light with 
[moak in it,and thunder in it,or a light with 
types and terrowy in it; but a more clear, 
comfortable, and ſoul-refreſhing light; the 
beams of Chriſt now ſvine with grace and! 
love-upon the ſouls of his people, like the 
$*z inthe Spring time, in whoſe /ight 
there goes a vertue which cauſes the | , 
earth to ſpring and bloſſom : 1o-do the |; 
ſouls of the: Saints under the Sun of 
righteouſneſs now ; grace, mercy, and /al- 
vation 1s in the light thereof ; and /ove, 
Joy, peace, with all the frizts of the Spirit | 
de appear. [4 

So as Goſpel-times have the /abſtance and 


the Goſpel-miniſtery hath the flowings of 
the ſpirit As 2.17, 18. Toh. 16. 17. hath 
poWer and /ife in it, ro charzethe ſoul from 
glory to glory by the Spirit of the Lord, 
2 Cor.5.1oh. 5.25. hath ſpiritual freedoms 
to ſer ſouls at liberty from death and the 
curſe, and everlaſting righteouſneſs - is ry 
brought in, D.mmel 9. and the fulneſs of [© 
age is come, to as the /everityof the /aW,the 


1953: Weth hath done whipping us; we 
: arc. 


- 
In 


are now under grace, Gal. 4. 5, 6. the Go. 
feel winiſtery hath Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, no 

zzne of him, no type of him ; here is no 
ſacrifice now, no THofes now, but the ve- 
ry Son of God, and with him a whole 
change of the Prieſthood and Ordinances, 
now no more Prieſts to reconcile God,but 
God reconciled, and Miniſters of recon- 
cihation 3'the Ordinances few, clear, and 


| piritaall, and the Miniſtry free and /arge; 


no more to Jew only , bur to Jew and 
Gentile, even to the World. God /o loveth 
the World now, that whoſoever believeth, 
ſhall have life, Hay 54, 1. 


SEE 
In what kinde the Goſpel ts 
glorious, 


——_- the Goſpel tels of zlorious 
things,yet they that overlook this glo- 
ry may ſoon ſee little of it, for in the word, 
there is bat a /3ttle nozſe : Aſad ory of 
one crucified,dead,and riſen ; all the outlide 


is but mean, the miniſtery only a plain bu- 
| ſnefle of tydings , or the foolifbnefſe of 
4 preaching, 1 Cor.1.18, The other wayes of 


| 


it,plain and homely, ſome water for Bap- 
| tiſm, 
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tiſm, 2 little bread and wine for food, The 
meaneſt and pooreſt moſt commonly for 
followers and friends of it : not many #0- 
'ble, nor many mighty,1 (or. 1. The Mini- 
ters of it, or Preachers and Publiſhers of 
it, but homely : What is Pax! or Apollos, 
but Miniſters by whom we believe ? 1 Cor. 


2.5. 
| The Henſe of God,or family, or (harch, 
ſome poor ones called $ aints in fellowſhip; 
the Officers but few and plain, Paſtors, Dea- 
cons, Eldersthe Laws, (ome bare words of 
entreaty , as well as command : all, both 
Word, Miniſtery,O fficers,with all the doings 
and adminiſtrations that concern Chriſt,all 
ſuited to a poor crucifyed, dying eſs, tO a 
ſtate of humiliation : And thus all ſo mean, 
as to the Fewes a ſtumbling block, and to the 

Greeks fooliſhneſſe, 1 Cor.1 23. 
Thus the goſpel looks on the worldly fide 
of it, Thus Chriſt neither ſtriving nor oy 


ng , nor any one hearins his voice in the 


work of ſalvation carryed in a myſterie : 
This is the wiſdom of God in a myſterie, 
I Cor. 2. 7,8. «Aud yet great ts this myſt e- 


rie of G odlineſſ, e. 


Firſt, in Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, though he 
look 


; 


ER 


ftreets, Matth. 18. 19, 20. Thus is the | 


| 


| 


— HO 
look like the Carpenters ſon, yet he is the 
only begotten Son of Goa, full of grace and 
truth : The brightneſs of bis glory, and ex. 
preſs image of h:s perſon, loh.1.14.Heb.1,, 
The Word it felfe or Scriptures, though x 
Word or Book like a common writing, yet it 
's a ord of truth, The power of God aunt 
ſalvation, Rom.1.16. 

The Miniſtry, though but a little plain 
teaching, yet mighty to ſave, ts caſt don 
high imaginations, © reconcile ; and the| 
Miniſters of it, Stewards of the myſteries of 
God, ns in Chrifts ſtead ; ther 
feet beautiful with g/ad tydings to ſinners, 
2 Cor-4.7. 2 Cor.5.20, 

The people of God, or friends of this 
Goſpel, though counted the #f-/couring 0f 
the word ; yet a ſpirit of glory reſteth 
them, 1 Pet,4. 14.As dying,and yer behold 
they /ie;as /orroWfal, ww. yet alwayesr* 
joycing; as poor, yet making many rich; 
having nothing, and yet poſſefling 1 


things, 2 Cor. 6.10, 4 1, 

The kingdome of God,though a thing not 
ſeen, yet righteouſneſs, peace,and joy, ROM: 
14. 17. 


XI 
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|| 6c. As,Whoſeever believerth ſhall not periſh, 


the ſouls of his people, that his divine 


© X 


freely to ſinners. 


KLE. 
The form of the Goſpel, or way 
4 of diſpenſation. 


4 hav Goſpel is formed up of cxhortati- 
ons and perſwaſions.We beſeech you to 
be reconciled, &c.. And ſuffer a Word of ex- 
hortation,efc. And of conditional promiſes, 
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e+c.Of threatnings, as,he that believeth not 
14 condemned, ec. Of (ommanaments,If ye 
lave me,keep my Commandments, 0c. 

Now this Goſpel thus faſhioned, is on 
purpoſe for the better di/perſing of it to 


and ſpirituall things might be more »a- 
twrally conveyed in a notionall and natu- 
rall way, as the Key is made fit to the 
Wards of the Lock. And this. is the end 
rather of this Goſpel-faſhion, then any 
ſuppoſed free-will in man as ſome ima- 
gine : for the Goſpel is offered not up: 
on freedome of will in any, but that 
thoſe who are made to receive it,ſhould be 
wrought on in a Way asnear to their own 
condition and nature,or reaſon,as can be: 


for | 


V—————_ 
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— 


264 


for none are converted againſt their will, |} 


a 
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bur their will is ſpiritually changed.and 
they are made willing in the day of his po. 


er. God doth not break wp the hearts ofhis|||% 


people,but doth open them.and /?anas and 
knocks. Lydias heart was opened, and he 
ſtands at the door and knocks, Revel. Thisis 
the Goſpel-way of his enterance , He doth 
wot ſtrive nor cry, nor doth any oxe hear hi 
voice in the ſtreets : He doth not force 
in himſelf, nor any thing of his into the 
ſoul,but brings in ſþirir#all things ſo naty- 
rally, as they cannot, nay, will not refilt. 


X LIIT. 


Goſpel-promiſes. 


"] Fe promiſes are but words of Gods 

ingaging himfelfto man freely,and of 
grace ; and as his promiſe: are of grace, 
his performances are in fairhfulnetſe ; And 
in theſe promiſes, the /ove of the Father, 
Son,and Spirit, are conveyed, and the tree 
{ares and riches of ſalvation to (nners. And 
thus in this /fe,al is paſſed over upon Word 
ro us, and for our believing this Word, and 


- | taking in the things' of Zeſx ( brijt thus| 


apon 


* 


_ mY ; '2 : *F. - 
ww +_IT IF > 
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upon Gods bare ingagement , he hath 
| bound himſelf freely to give all hereafter, 
and yer all is of free gift t00, things freely 
| iven tos : And inthis time of our wait- 
jing, and belicving, and relying, we have 
' one earneſt, even a ſpirituall and glorious 
earneſt given to us here, even the holy Spi- 
rit of promaſe, which u« the earneſt of our in- 

beritance, though ſome promiſes ſpeak of 
Chien as of faith and repentance, Fc. 
Yet they are only ours upon this coxd:tron, 
that they were Chriſts before , for in him 
all the promiſes are Tea,and Amen. 


The promiſes that God makes thus in 
Chriſt are free, and being made in Chritt 
are more free;for Chriſt is all that tro God 
that we ſhould be unto him:and we are in 
Chriſt, ſo as Chriſt takes away all diſcou- 
ragements and excuſes in any that dare not 
believe them to be theirs ; and therefore, 
T he ſpirit and the bride ſay ,come,and whoſo- 
ever will, let him come, and take of the wa- 


ters of life freely, Rev.'2 2. 


x LIV. 


———— p 14% ov 


[166 The 


-_— — ——_——— 


| _ | . = E_ F 
owings of Chriſts Blood 


& 


XLIV. 


God under the Law, and the Goſpel 
lezall, and Goſpel-worſhippers, 


Efore Teſxs Chriſt came in the fleſ,: 
and offered up himſelf, God offered 
bim before hand in Types and Sacrificesdf 
blood, cc.and the whole Miniſtery was 
Prieſthood,ſo as the Prieithood and Sacti- 
fices of the Law did ſer forth and (ha 
dow Chriſt in way of offering, or facti- 
fice to God the Father;and therefore God 


| 


on then reconciled, though all were fſavel 
then aRtually in the ſame Chriſt who! 
was to ſuffer : But how much of this fal-| 


likely, and ſomerhing clear from the) 


that time of the diſcoveries of himſelf in 
Chriſt; and they rather ſaw him in his glo- 
ry above then below, and poſſeſſed the n- 
heritance of the Redemprion, rather the® 
the miniſtration or goſpel of it. 


God appearing thus,the whole miniltery 
| 0 


Inn 


— 
- — —O—  ——— 


re 


| 


under that diſpenſation, did appear n-|' 
ther under a condition of reconciliats\| | 


vation they knew, is a queſtion : it is very|| 


Word, that God was very ſparing a! | 


| 


[00d 
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ſpel 


s, 


fleſh, 
ered: 
hes of 
Was 1 
Sacri- 
| be 
[acts 
. God! 
ar 1a- 
tiath 
layed! 
who | 
$ fal-| 
; very| 
| the! 
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elf in 
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then 
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ſtery 
of 


— 


[[9adc fin appear and abound more ; for 


| terms and conditions of reconciliation ; 


| worſhip then, as of prayer, faſting, repen. 


” o 
, 4 x Sad £7 
4 - 


"a i. 


ak 


19. freely to- ſanners. 

of the Law was taken in, as- agreeable to 
this manner or pattesn; and the Law of 
Commandments revealed on Mount Sinai, 


did help to the form of this miniſtery,and 
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which, ſuch ſacrifices were prepared. And 
thus the whole frame of the 014 Teſta- 
ment,was a draught of Gods anger at. ſn, 
the Law revealing ſin, and Jeſics Chriſt of- 
fering for ſi : And ſo God in this time of 
the Law, appeared only as it were upon 


and all the worſhip then, and a&s of 


| tance, &Cc, went all his way, and according 
|to God under that appearance; and every 
thing of worſhip ſeemed to bring ſome= 
thing of peace and atonement in relation 


[to the great atonement to come by Teſus ' 


| (briſt : And in this ſtrain runs all the Mi- 

|niſtery of the Prophers too,in their exhor- 

tations to duties and worſhip ; as if God 

were to be appeaſed and intreated, and 
reconciled, and his love tobe had in the, 


way of purchaſe by duty, and doing, and | 


worlhipping : ſo as under the Law, the ef- 
hicacyand power was put as it were wholly 


 |upon the duty and obedience performed ; 


as 


b IIS 


| 


«5 


| 
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as it God upon the doing of ſuch things 
| was to be brought into terms of peary 


then, and the ſervice then, was as it werell/ 

a working for life and reconciliation. 
But now under the new Teſtament, Got 

appears in Chriſt, and reconciliation ish. 


mercy, and forgiveneſſe ; {0 as their courſelſ|;i 
| as 


niſhed, peace is made by the blood of hillll 


Croſſe; and now the Miniſtery of the Nev 
Teſtament, is not a Prieſthood of any moxſ| 
offering Chriſt to God in Sacrifice , but 
offering and tendering the tydings of a ful. 
ly reconciled God in Chriſt to man, and off 
a Sacrifice already accepted for i» ; fo s| 
now there are no Prieſts but Miniſters, of 
Stewards,or Ambaſſadours for dealing out 
and diſpenſing the love of God to man,and 
for publiſhing the glad rydings of peace ; (0 
as all worſhip now, and fpirituall obeds 
ence, is to run in the way of this diſpenſs 
tion, not for procuring /ove or peace from 
God, nor for pacifying, but for /ove pre 
cured, and peace purchaſed by Jeſus Chrilt. 
If theſe things thus ſtated, were more fuk} 
ly and ſpiritually opened, there would be 
more goſpel-teachipg & obeying: for mas 
obedience towards God 18 not ſo rationally, 
nor orderly carried, nor ſo purely, as the|| 


— 


wg 


Goſpet|Þ 


; _ £ os : " A © Ben 7 » Sn Ot 
| Lay - finely Yo! | 69 
A 
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Gafpol talls:for;:bao they: ran” ina /egall 
| .riaes aridwould; work God down mto 
courſel |chisvid and former Way of reverting himſelf 
| $$underthe Zap, wheti he feemed to be 
only in thewdy to rronciliarion and prace, 
carherchen. purified; and thus mprayer;and 
fiſfting;ant other af?5 of obedience they deal 
[with God as they didunderthe old Teſta- 


e Nnl[ |+:ext, not conſidering the olorious love re- 


7 mot|ſ}k vealed tn Chrift rxcified and how all po- 
but ollſſþ ſpe Ordimvencrs arc. only wer ate means 
E a fowl. {or God to reveal this fove and grace by 
and of | the Spire of adeption, not any wars and 


: ſo s|| 9eanes of outs, for getting ſome love 
rs, of | from God which (riff him/elf hath-not 
70 out, || [/5ottens for 38, 


1n,4nd 

ace h TE V. 

enls | God and his in Reconciliation. 

e from (|| 

ve pro Hey thathave received the Word of re- 
Chrilt, conciliation are in & very precions,and 


re fu} romfortable and peaceable condition : they 
uld be\fare lovers of God and ' hriſt, they are no! 
r man \| "more ſnch enemits in their mindes by wicked 
onally,|| \works.they oppoſe not the wil of God as they 


nds 23a 


id,rhey refift not the Ford of the Goſpel, 
. _— CO 


AS > cares. 


| 
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rit. of\ God, they are tender of any thing 


own "* God, he ſhallbe welcome toalk; 
if he call for theircredit, he ſhall wel 


\ [they fleighe1 not the communion of as | 


that is Gods; ;they count not any thingth##4[]. 


they: know they bawve. a ſpore of 

| reſting on them; if he call re their po 
{.ſions, they leave father, and. mother; and 
brethren. andſiſters, and lands, for hy 


_ _ 


{hall have it, they know, he that will /s{ 
hns life for his ſake, ſtall Guide i its | 
Ard being thus reconciledto God,they 
are friends with everything of his ; every 
goſpel-myſtery they know, they receive; ;a0d 


| 


' | Names ſake ; they know theſe are nottll | 
 4:be compared to the elory Which ſhall) buyell 
17 vealedand they ſhall have an handyed full) 

m thi life : : if he call for their life, It 


wait till be reveal even this unto them : and 


know #t not yet to. come from God, yet) 
they do not rejeRt it, becauſe it comes Fl 
the likeneſſe of his Word , leſt they # 
found fighters againſt God, and crwcifie tit 
Lord of glory in ignorance, like the Jew 
And being thus reconciled ro God,they 


an 


rr 


_—_ 


every thing of his they know, not, they | 


though they do not receive it, becauſe the] | 


are lovers of all his; they /ove the brethres, if 


l - - 
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th | 
wn lhim;if an bun 7 diſciple, they tee him; if 
Fe | pI, iſciple, they vilit him : 7 
talk} naked, and ye cloathed me, Fc. 

And being thus reconciled, they behold 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


d.the in Heaven, or Earth, but it is theirs: af |* 
= things are yours, and you are Chriſts, and 
ve;and}Þ} | Chriſt 3s Gods, and every thing of theirs is 
they his 
3 : and 
po | XLVI. 

, yet . 
es ſh} The feares of Weak Believers , 
y Mn | and the Remedies. 


ly people,who think things 
I 2 


| lad if there be naked diſciple,the cloath 


od reconciled io them too ; they are now | 
"Fin the ay of his love 3 for now God freely F 
ctommuzicates with them, and meets them | ? 
gi [in-Chrs/t, he ſhines on themin the face of | 5 


Now God and the ſoul thus reconciled, 
are, in a'full enjoyment of cach other, as 
the husbandand the ſporſe,the father and | 
the ſon, there is no parting rights and pro- 
priety ; God hath not any thing in Chriſt, 


Eak believers arc like melancho- { 


far 0. 
ther. 


— 


ly 
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| therwiſe then they erulyarczrightly ſwmonk: 
1 1g 'flax, where there 4s more /1oak. then 


| and-theriſhed themſelves in,Oh,rheſe they 
| think are either too great, Or to0 ofie 


The flywings of C hriſts Blood | 


light, tore ignorance then trae diſcern; 
The 'fears they are in; are of this kinds, 
1. They'cannot be perſwaded their { 
are pardoned int{eed; they »om/l-and t 
world not believe it ;they cantory from 
the /piri thatis in them , but cloſe with 
{briſt, and claſp about him for ſalvation, 
yet then they are not ſure they have hims| 
they may be deceived they think in thar, 
e. Tf Faith rarry them on to believe al 
little more or berrer of their condition ; 
yet the pride of ſome fs will not down 
withrhem : fome of their #925 which they 
have made their wings more then other, 


|cavc 


: 


committed to be all forgiven, and at ont. 
The remainders of theſe ſins lie like dregs 
in the bottom, and their conſcience cannot! 
be fatis{icd that Ged hath fully pardoned. 
3. They-lookinot upon God in the pure 


ſimplicity of his#orad and proms[e; but they 
ſuſpeRand are jealous God hath ſome rec- 
koning {till behind,becauſe they are ſinfwh 
and God: is phrey then to-behold inaqud) + 


| -atid they- cannot believe that ry 
eat 


— 
lood 
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[monk; bear with alt chofe corruptions and rran(- 


& then 
ern, 


kinds,|| 


"ur -( 


grcfltons in them. 
4 They think, though God may be re- 
[caxcile1 with them and /ovethem at ſome 


ghtimes, (for they (poor ſouls) only reckon | 


— —— 


a ee Em EIN 
_ __ : 


yet God may be provoked again,and angry 
again for new /ins and failings : and then 


any peace again as they were before : and 


| then it muſt be only another S«x»/hine of 
the like comfort mult warm them into peace 


and believing. 


how they can » as. they do daily,but that 
they are accountable for all the breaches ; 


and ſo ſet up new ſcores of fins in their 
cenſcienceg,and keep reckoning for God, 
and diſquiert themſelves in vain. 

6. They think every affliction or trevbls 
that befak them, is a puniſhment for ſome 
fin they have committed,and they look on 
them as meſſengers of Wrath from Ged,fent 
upon them in judgement, asif God were 
acisfying himſelf upon them,and powring 
out ſome wrath to appeaſe this j#/iice for 
luch ſins. 


© —_— 


I 3 7. They | 


wy - 


they are as much troubled how to come at | 


5. They cannot perſwade themſclyes | 


ef the ſeaſons of the. Spirits comforting and 
breathing for the times of forgiveneſs, ) 


- 
= 
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7. They miſtake the Goſpe/ in the ds 
Arine of it ; and every Scripture that 
threatens for in, they interpret to belong 
to them, becauſe they have commitred that 
Hi, 

In a word,theſe are the fears ſummed uy, 

1. They are,and they are not perſwaded 
their ſinsare pardoned. 

2. They are perſwaded ſome fins are 
pardoned,but not ſome others which they 
have moſt faned in. 

' 3. They fear ſtill God doth 'not intend 
ehem ſuch- grace as he profers and ſpeaks, 
and ſuſpect the Goſpel. 

4. They think if God do pardon them, 
| yet they may provoke him again ſoon at- 
ter. 


do, and not be accountab'e; and they can- 
not but be ſinners in Gods light as wellas 
| cheir own. 

6. They think affliftions are ſent upon 
them for their ſs, and they cannot cor 
| ſider God in them. but as angry, and fo 
help the affii#ions to affiitt them. 

7. They interpret every c«r/e in the 
Law and New Teſtament for fin,  thell 
own, if it be againſt their ſ», 

XLVII. 
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5. They ſuppoſe they cannot ſin as they 
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Irſt, VVe ate commanded: to believe. | 


forgiveneſs of ſinnes 1n Jeſus '( briſt. F 


throughly, and not in part ; Through hw 


_ 


| 


| 


| that he ſhould be angry,and pleaſed,as we 
| £drcy. out; ſelves 3-7 With be merciful to 
their unrighteanſneſs,and their ſins and. ini- 


ceive remiſſion of ſins, AC. 10,43. 

2, VVeare to conſider that oxe fin can- 
not. be forgiven, but-all is forgiven +. Teſs 
{riſt hath done away all fins, For this 
man, after he had offered one ſacrifice for ſins 
for ever,ſate down on the right hand of God, 
Heb, 10, 12. 

3. V Veareto believe God in the plain- 
neſs and ſimplicity he ſpeaks in, in Goſpel- 
promiſes , and words of grace,even to our 
ſoxls,as ifhe ſpoke out to us by name from 


Heaven. He that beleeveth not God hath | 


mad him a: 1yar, becauſe, he believeth not 
the record that God gave of his Son, 1 loh. 
5, 10. 

4. VVemuſt:know, God is not as .man, 


Name whoſoever believes in him, ſhall re- | : 


— = 
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'quities will I remember no more, Heb.8.1 Z, 
1 will be to them @ Goll,. and they ſhall be to 


\me a people, v.10. | 
, $5. Wemuſt remember-our fins are no 


neſs 4017s; Gad reckons/and accounts us 
ag 0e Now : ſothough won, yet every ſin 
wes acounted for in him; and now, theres 
no condemwation to them that are in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Rom.8. 1. 

6, And for afflithions, though they-come 
in with ov, and: for fav, and are the wages 
of 7; yer tothe: righteousand believers, 
they are no. judgements for /in, for every 
thing of jxſticeagainſt-/im was ipcat upon 
' Chrilt : {o 2s to us they are onely. trials: 
Contr it: all joy When ye fall into arvers 
temptations, Lames I. 3. | 
| | They are chaſtenings. of love: to, prevent, 


Revel.3.19. 

They are in 2.word;adivers'way: or-di- 
| ſpeaſation of loveand grace,” tove works 
ing by that which is evil in it ſelf: #/e. kaow 
that. all. things Work together fon good to 
| | them.that love God, Rom.8.28. 


{more ours, but Chriſts, and hzs righteouſ. || 


| lan, As many a5 4 love Trebwhe andichaſten, | 


2 Weare to. conſider that' though the ? 


Scriptuzes-do oftem-ſer forth the'righrenw/: 


veſſ 


(+: 


cely 16 ſinners. 
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wſſe of God againſt ſin, and his jaſftice a- 

inft fin, yet that »1mr2ghteonſnefs being 
Ruxfied by Teſs Chriſt; it hath ng pow- 
e agarhiſt thoſe thar are in* Chriſt, no 
more then'the purſnerhad co do with the 
murderer in the City of Refuge : For 
all not have dominion over you, Rom. 6. 
14; Te are not nnder the LaW, but under 
Grace. ; 


* 
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X LVIIH. 
| Legall Converſion, 


Here is much. miſtake in the buſineſs of 

conver fron Or regeneration. For while it 
tslookr upon belts a5 a Change in affe&i- 
en or converſation, there-is' muck deceit- 
flulneſs, there are means which can work | 
that, and yet that ſhall be no fpirmual 
work'neither ; the preſſing things tegall, 
and as meer commands from the Ford, 
may :;there is ſomething of the Law in the 
heart beferchand and by natrre to fide 
with the Commandments in the Ford;and 
fo-ts Werrk ſomething Within as wall as 
Without; and fo there may be an obedience 
or conformity of the ſpirit of man, and yer 


lan ſprvituall obedjence nor conformity. 
DIP XZ Ws 7 
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2. There are Goſpel terrours as well a; 
legall, as Hell and Helfire, and the worme 
that never dies,and condemnation,and 7eſw 
Chriſt Indge of quick and. dead, e&c.. All 
theſe in the Word carry ſuch an, Image of 
wrath, as they work feare and paſſions,che, 
which force-on the ſoul to reform,and yet 
but to. a form of godlineſſe,. not to the 
power. | 

3. There are certain ends nature pro- 
pounds to it ſelf for conforming, as /ife e- 
ternal,ec.and reputation, and men-pleaſe- 


preachers,or friends,ot acquaintance; there 


is education, there is examples of judge- 
ment upon ſinners, godly ſociety, &c, All 
theſe carry in them a power to make men 
do ſomething and but ſomething in the way 
of religion. 

All theſe being of an , operative and 
working nature, may bring forth a thing 
like conver fron ; Which indeed is but a--16- 
{braint at beſt, or a more purely naturall 


— 


lent. We ſee how temperate, meek, juſt, 
wiſe,liberal, merciful many have been; and 
| amongſt Papiſts, how. ſelf-denying, col- 


Ee es 


ing : there are exhortations, perſWaſions of 


condition: Natrrre is of ir. ſelf excellent,| 
| and if not originally corrupted, more excei- 


remMs {[! 


———. 


1 Jeſu 


S423 > 
% Pow 


| iro 
ns, - freetprefeoners: 


| —_— 
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remplative, divinely prafticall, and mor- 
rally excelling; aid amongit Formaliſts in 
B/igion.how ſevere. ſiritt, profeſſing and 


-- All prattifing in Religious duties. So as the 
age of {way for pure cor.verſion. and to be ſpiri- 


| [the by upon his interceſſion. 


[Itnally;xenewed)} is by:7e/s Chriſt : Hee 


that hath the Son hath life: Faith and not 
workes quicken us. - 
i 4 © :X & I'X. 
When. the Spirit of. Adoption 
works  not- freely. 


VV* they put ſomething of ſatil- 
:VY. fationrowards God, upon any 
thing they do, upon any performance, or 


obedience, as if God were prevailed with- 


by any thing of their own. 
VVhea they take in Chriſt for a: Media- 
tor:but by the way, not: reſting wholly 0x 


up all ſure with God,they look rather 04; 


VVhen they are in bondage to ſom 


but at ſuch hoxrs, or in ſuch places, ec. 


When they do things mecrly as comman- 


———. 


him, and #n him, but as it. were to make: 


179: 


al 


outward circumſtances of worſhip,as time; 44 
or place, or perſons;that they cannor pray. | 


”— 
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mandment Or precept in the * Word, that 
brings:forth but a /egal; or at beſt but a} 
mixt obedience-and [ewvice ofſomething a 
finer hypocyiſie. - * 

When they do becauſe of ſome Yow, or 
| ( 9venang they have made, ec. it is more 
properly the ſervice of the o/4/Teſtamen, 
and part of their bondage; for wanting the 
poWer and fwulneſs ofthe: Spirit of adoption 
to work: them to: abedtence: freely from 
within,they were under the power of out- 
Ward principles to put them on from with- 
G11h. 

Whenthey:come to: God in any at of 
Warſhip, a8Prayer,c 65.25 £0, a Creatar Tar 
ther then, a. Father ; and as a God: rather 
then a Godin Chrift, they pup thamſeives 
under ſuch. an infinite glory,pririty, and ju- 
ſtice, as they can.neitber have acceſſe with 
faith. norbulaneſc. 

When they take any: outward thing t6| 
| move them,rather then apply. toChri/t tor} 
| ſtrength, life, and ſpsrie.; for the more any 
w:etuon.Qr obedience.\is cauſe>. from rhings) 
| withagtz the more forced;and nnyarurall 18) 
| all ſach obedience, and: the lefle from ap 


| ritwalkpover within. 
| 


When 


| ded from the! power of an ontward: com-| | 


i 
"OIIrrnrnr 
_ 
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freely. to ſinners. © 181 
When they meaſure their forgiveneſs by: 
their ſin. and fanAification,and can beheve- 
nomore'then they have peace tos; and that 
peace upon ſomothing of their town pets 
formed, and not from believing-on him 
who hath performed. al};God hath notrgiven 
us. the' ſpivit of fear, but of poWer,' of love, 
andof a ſound minde, 2 Tins 1. $. or of z 

miude not corrupted with any of rheF. - 


L. 
Opinions which make men tegall, | 


Yb are certain principles 'by- which, |. 
_ # ſome are religious, which carry them | 
off much from-the Goſpe/iWay-of obedience. 

I. Men natwrally think it impoſſible that 
they ſhould be accepted of Ged,and j/75- 
 |fied, and do nothing themſelves for ;r;and 
5 it: Hereupon fleſs and blood'can hardly 
be brought off ro- believe forgiveneſſe. of |, 
| ſins, nakedly and: freely for nothing in {9 
l lves. | 

Bur to take away this, confider-thar for- |: 
giveneſs off ſins 1s 0a meer prave and mer- | 
cx, and. pift, BY ovace yeareſaved, it" 
EY £ft-of God, Boheſs, 8, and through |} 
Wh _ 6; 


>  e—— 
- 


a; 
At. | 
> _ 
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Zeſus Chriſt, through the redemption of lis 
bleod.Rom.3.24. As a Prince raiſes. up: a 
Beggar, and: Pharaohs Daughter brought 


in mercy. 


not bur; approve it, becauſe they thein: 
ſelves approve it for good; hereupon men 


thing for life and ſalvation. 
But to take off- men from any ſuch 
ſelf-love and opinion in the Work of [alvan- 
on;conſider there is ſin in every thing they 
do.1]Joh.1.8.1f we fay we have nofin,ve de- 
ceive our (elves: Ana there 1 none righteous, 
no, not one, Rom. 3. 10. Neither Th God 
judge as man judgeth. God ſeeth not as man 
ſeeth, man looketh on the outward appear 
rance,but God beholdeth the heart, x Sam. 
16. 7. God hath ballances to Weigh thy atts- 
ons;and to be laid in the ballance, they art 
altogether lighter then venity, Plal,62.9. 
3.Men naturally think it impoſſible to 
be damned for: good' works and ſerving 
Godin a mans own faſhion, and: ſurely 
| none are condemned ſimply for good, but as 
that good is evill in ſome kind or degree : 
an 
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up Moſes, ſo arewe railed up freely, and; 


.  2.Men think that' whatſoever hey per- | 
form in obedience to God, that God can-' 


cometo look on them-[clvesas doing ſome- 


_ 


al 


»* A 


f freely to-ſenners, 


T 


v3 


— 
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and hereupon men raiſe up hopes 
and comforts to themſelves from ſuch a 
courſe of life as they live in with, God, 
Thus from ſomething they fancie god in 
their own way,-and from ſomething they 
fancie in God of mercy and forgiveneſs to 
ſnners, upon this they venture themſelves, 
| But to take away this, conſider -though 
God be mercifull, yet he is only- merciful 
of his own fa/o10n, not of ours, not inthe' 


as thy ſelf ,Plal.50.21. Gods love and grace 
have wayes and faſhions of their own,they 
move in,and if we be not in their'way, we 
ſhall not receive of hjs foulneſs : The Zews 
were very zealous after God, yet not in 
Gods faſhion, but went aboxr to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs. The Papiſt is a 


follower after God, and the legall, - for- 


mall, poor ignorant Proteſtant runs in a 
courſe of obedience and ſerving God; yet it 


they miſe of ſalvation, for not ſeeking it 
purely un { briſt their righteouſneſs. 


way we may corruptly think him : Thos” 
thoughteſt that 1 was altogether ſuch an one 


isnot in Gods way of righteouſneſs, and ſo- 


— ———— 
: 
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|, Jeſs Chriſt offered ta ſouners 

AS fUnners. 


and Worthy of all acceptatian , T has Jojus 
Chriſh came into the world.to ſave ſinners,of 


ſhould fay,doth any. of your hearts tell ye 
you are- ſipners > Let: not that be any 
ground at all to keepyou. from Chriſt, let 
not, any deſpair becauſe of that ; I my felf 
was.thus & thus a: b/aſphemer, a per/ecomar; 
nay, as if that were not enough, I was the 


net well have beema greazers and I (ſayes 
he ) obtained-merecy. Yo as here the Spint 
hath-laid. in a»/Wers to the objefting or 
doubting {qul. 

HK the ſoul Gould ebjedt; If I were not 


ſuch a fioneras.L am, LI could: befeve : the 
'Spirit anſwers, Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the Frorld to ſave ſinners : As if he ſhould 


_—_— 


ſay, to ſave even juſt [ach as thou a” 
| I 


CC ———_ 


T He Apoſtie bath a prectous dodGrine, | 
and.it ts this, T his 5s a faithful ſanivy,\ | 


Thich I aw chief ,, 1 Tim.1.15. As ifhe| || 


chief of ſamers, or the ſinner in chick, the | 
grand'and: ſupream({inner;as if there could 


gm__— 


$ 


| 


wd || ab freely to” ſinners. 


Lo 


, 
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al 
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| 


anfivers, yeat Bur here is one greater then 
thou; here is the chief of all ſmers, the 
ince of ſinners obtaining mercy,of which 
WV arthe chief. 

{ Soas none can be ſuch a ſner to whom 
Chrif and the blood of Chriſt may not be. 

rendred and offered, and that upos theſe 
grounds. 

| x. From the order of Gods decree, he 
toved =s, and gave (briſt for us'when we 
were ſinners, God commendeth his love to- 


——_ 


— "I 


wards ns in that While We were yet ſinners, 
Chriſt died for ns, Rom.5.8. Ged' ſo loved 
- world that he gave his only begatten Son, 
tbh: 3, 0 | 
''2, The offering: the 'Gofhel and Teſws 
C briſt to a ſfrrner as a ſinner, is bur the 
bringing our this glorious /ove of God in 
time an difpenfarion ; it. is but the offer- 
ing that love which God loved them with 
from everlaſting:Neither is it any mote to 
offer Chriſt to a ſinner, then tq manifeſt 
Godin his fr love, when he gave Chriſt 
for ſinners 1n his own decree. 

3.Ft cxalrerh grace more, and, ſhewerh 


[5.2 vife indeed, what can be more of 


j $7, 
If the ſoul ſhould objed farther - bue | 
Jthere is nor fuck a fmner as 1 am;the Spirir | 


| 
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grace,then that Teſxs, Chriſt ſhould receive 
a ſinner,one who hath no mony nor price,n 
works nor righteouſneſs to bring for him, 
4. It is the right lifting up Jeſus Chrif 
as Moſes lift up the. Serpent in the Wilder- 
neſs ; not for the healed to look upon, but 
the ftung and wonnaded. 
5-It leaves men without all excuſc,and 
brings the greater condemnation ; for when 
Chriſt is brought home to the very ſoul, 
and the blood offered at every ones door for 


receiving, then there can be no objecting, 
Lord,had 1been thus and thus fit and pre- 

ared, then I ſhould have received thee, 
E I wasa foul ſinner at that very time,ſo 
and ſoguilty. O, will the Lord anſwer, 
I come therefore ro pardon thee, and.to 
waſh thee in my, 6/004, becauſe rhou wert 
ſo fexl, and that is no excule, 

6. It is molt agreeable to the Goſpt- 
way of diſpenſation, and Chriſt owne 
preaching;T he whole need not a Phyſetiah 
but they that are ſich: I came;wot ta call tht 
righteons but ſinners to repentan*e. 

7. All that ever received-Chriſt in the 
Goſpel,received him in a finfull condition; 
the many: belicying Jews in the en of 4 


EE ——— 
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cifyng Chriſt,all the Churches of {orinths 


Epheſss, 


— —__ 


bat 


- 
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{| Epheſus and Coloſſe,Such were ſome of you, 
but ye are waſhed, &c. And ye were ſome- 


[ ecerve 
Yice,n 


r him, times darkneſs, but are now hight in the 
C hr ift Lord, Epheſ.5 Ye who were dead in treſpaſ- 
Vilder- I/es and fins;and Were enemies in your mindes 
ON, but by Wicked works,yet now hath he quickned, 


Colofl. r. 7 
ſe,and So asto offer 7eſws Chriſt to ſinners, as 
C when ſinners, 18 but 
Y ſoul 1.To offer him in time,as God gave him 
or fot! | before all time;7od gave him to us becauſe 
| we were /izxers,and now he is but offered 
d pre-|| |; he was given, 
thee, 2. There is more of grace in it to offer 
melo him to a ſenner a$A ſinner, that where finne 
liver hath abonnded, grace muy. abound much 
| more | | | 
Welt!l | - 3. Thereis a clearer /ifting up Chriftas 
{ | Moſes, for the wonnded to look on as well 
as the whole. 
Dwne | 4.Men are left without excx/e, becauſe 
14h) | | when he-is held out to fruners as ſinners, all. 
1t#\] | areina condition for him ; fin and a Sa- 
viour are molt ſuitable. 4 
the 5. TItis as Chriſt himſelfe did, who'both [7 
0731 | | calls hnners, and conver/es with ſinners; 
©] | | with Mary Magdaleran harlot,and with 
"|| |the Publicans, and with the woman. of. | 
ſus, | Samaria, 


PET 
—= 


i. 
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 Samaria, who livedin uncleanneſs when 
the pure Meſſiah preached himfielfto her: 

6. It is as all that ever received him, 
both in Zer#/alem, Corinth, Epheſus. hc. 


had never been /ight in the Lord, 

But you will tell me of coxdi3;0xs in the 
Goſpel, of faith, and repentance, &c. and 
certain legall preparations before Chriſt 
{ſhould be offered and brought to the ſoul, 

Yea, but that ye may nor be puzzled as 
many are. 
In theGeoppel-way or diſpenſation, faith 
and ID is a be med, but Jeſu 
Chriſt fill with it. Believe in theEord Tefw 
(Chriſt. And you are not to conſider repens 
tance from: believing, nor believing trom 


| working them more and more in the ſoul, 
and that —_ thefe grounds. 
I. Chriſt is not oursby any a of our 


hc work,and not the work of anything 


created: 
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who. had they not been fox/, had never{} 
been waſhed; had they not been darkneſs, 


repentance, nor either from 7eſws Chriſt, 
\nor Jeſus (Chriſt without them ; and yet} 
 heither of them as bringing in Chriſt to] 
[the fou], bur Chriſt bringing in them, and} 


owne but Gods, Godimputing and ac-| 
|: counting: To make Chriſt ours 1s an AE} 


7 EO 
i 


[| more & more ju{tified and forgiven, which 
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vated: Sous Chriſt isours withowt farth, | 
by x power more glorious and infinite ; 
but-we- cannot here 4»ow him: to be ours 
bur by +elixving ; nor partake of him as 

ours, but by 6e/iev3ns. (1242 06 
2. If fajrbthouldpive us our imeereſt in 

Chriſt chen as our farrh increaſes, our znre+ | 
reſt ſhould increaſe. and we' ſhould: be 


| 


none allow, calling theſe other as faith, 
faith'of af #rance, and att of munifeſtati- 
os ;andit- faith be thus in its orher de» 
prees of workinp.why not in ics firlt ? Jr. & 
the evidence of things unſeen Heb.r 1. 
3.Tf Chriſt ſhould be ours by faith 1n 


ceaſe ts be juſtified, Shallfith begin our 
intereſt here,and not be able to continue 
it hereafter ? 

4. Can a ſinner be too foul for a Savi- 
ory, and too wounded fora Phyſitia to 
heal, and ro filthy fora Fountain opened 
to waſh ? 

5. He that offers Chriſt, offers all the 
conditions in him, both of fanth' and repry- 
tance, | For ' (/hriſt #5 exalted to grve reponu- 
ranze,' fc. And faith is called che faith of 


[the Son of Gra, Lal. 2. - 
6.1 


this ſenſe, then when fi caſes, ſhall we | 4 


3 
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6. Tt is no moreto offer Jeſus . Chriſti; > 
then any grace of Chrifts or gift of Chriflſl,e,., 
ro A fonner : for a ſfonner is as UNPreParec | Wie 
| and unfit for the one as the other, equally]; ; 

in ſin and pollution to both. - |ſhhey 
1 2. This ſpiricuall work is ad new Ouatie 
-and ſo works of prepar4tion are not ſopro\Þ 
per' in that: Ye are( faith the Apoſtle )hy 
workmanſhip created in Chriſt eſs,Ephel, 

2. 10. | 

And now why ſhall .any ſervant df} pre 
Chriſt refuſe to give out that blood of by!]\ the 
Maſters which. runs ſo freely to (inners?!| |-pf 
And any ſinner refuſe to receive it becaule||| jp 
their 2eſſe/s are not clean enough for it}|'| an 
when tt is ſuch a 6/004 as makes the veſſeh!|] [bel 
clean for it ſelf ? 
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The ſimplicity of the Goſpel-Salva-.||\ nc 

| _ tion, eafie and plaim, '\| \ar 


| | 4 Name,and redemption through his blood, 
is the firſt and only rhing held forth in the 
| Goſpel to ſinners ; the other 2yſterie of 


righte- 


& 
= . 


ar 

| On 
Is ſus Chriſt,and forgiveneſs of ſins in his - 
A 

7 


Do — 
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[y5es are raught, that they may know what 
. [they doe b4teve they are firft toffee Gods | 
pr 

te )by 
Epheſ 


[tncifiedis the beſt ſtory for ſinners,and Te- | 


ſpake of hriſt only to make them believe, 
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biehteonſneſs;is'revealet to believers ; for- 
nveneſs of ſis 15 firſt taught, that they may 
elievez and the other glorious -Myſte+ 


e;andafterwards his gory? Teſies Chriſt 


ſu Chriſt exalted, for Saints ; and there- 
fore it is that in all the Apoſtles Sermons, | 
the ſtory of blood and * redemption,was firſt 
preached; and when they did believe that, 
rhen'they wrote Epiſtles and Revelations 
of greater-things unto them, ſo as they 


and wrote to them of him w 


# 


hen they-did 
believe. | 
' "Salvation is not made any —_ 
work in the goſpel; it 1s plainly, eaſily, an 
imply revealed ; Feſus (hriſt was crucified 
for ſinners ; this is ſalvation, Wwe need go, 
no: further; the - work of ſalvation is paſt, 
and finiſhed, {ers are blotred ont, ſinners 
are jxſtified by hitn that roſe for juſtificati- 


, 
* 
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ou. And now it you ask me what you mult 


doe to be ſaved, 1 aniwer, Believe -m theÞ 


'Loyd Teſus' Chriſt , and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
"All that is to be done in the work of /at- 
vation, 15 to believe thereis ſuch a Worke, 


———— 


and |. 


_ 


| and that Chriſt, ed for elmeyamongh 


thoſe other fenners he died for. 
bes Polarny now,is the eds "og of : 


WAs CrHCIFEA for fins, and for yoar peg 
weare called onto believe, becauſe im. 
oply that'can believeare juſtified, By his 
all that believe are jpuftified, AQts 1 3. 39, 
So as /alvation is not a buſineſs of ar 
working and doing, it was done by Chril, 


openly for uszand all our work, is no Work 
of ſalvation, but in ſalvation ; in the ſal 
vation we have by Chriſt, we receive al, 


Rot doing any thing that we may recein 
more, but dvin | nay We receive | 
wichand becauſe we are /aved : therefort 
we work not that we may be /aved,and ye 
we are tO Work as much as if we were to be 
ſaved by what we do ; becauſe we ſhould 
do as wach. for what..is done already for 
undo our hands as if we were to receive 


| # 


itfor what we did our ſelves. 


with the Father ; fin, and Setan,and -Hel,\|| 
| were all triumphed over by Chriſt bumſel 


Son | 


This 


— —— 
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ngſt This Fi York, Believe and be /a- || 

\ Feed ; andyetthis is the only Goſpel-Work, | 
of 1h[and w4y. Chrilt rels ye in few words, and: 
jeve ll his Apoltle in as few ;_ 4s Moſes FE 
is che be Serpent in the wilderneſſe, /o mulf h - 
bis Self Son of man be. lift up, T hat Wheſaever Ut 
hat yelſ| 1ewves on him ſhould have life, Toh. 65. Pan. 
Chnftiſ|tels you, Say not 5 thine heart, Who: foall. 
vs, and aſcend unto Heaven? T hat ts,to bring Chrk Sit 
e the|[| from above. Or Who ſhall leſeends nto the % 
'Y uw deep * ? T hat 14 0 brins C briſt from the deads, *Y 
39. || | But What [aith it *T he Word z5 mgh: the 

evVeu ln thy month, and wm th 2: heart, eh Wor 1s; 
2hril ll | of faich which we preach. If thou ſhalt coms.'Þ 
Hel] | feſſe with thy month the Lord Feſus, and 
mel] | Salt beleeve in thy heart that God raiſed 
Work] | him from the dead, thou ſhalt 'be ſaved , 
» /ab||| Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8,9, &c. 
» all|f] So as here is but looking up on Teſs 
cerm| | Chriſt, and /alvation isin thy ſoul,and be- | 
ve þ | liews ing With thy heart, and thou art, ſaved; |\ 
fore] ||thou wert ſaved by Chriſ before, but now 
l yet in thy (cf. 
obe There are yet thele grounds why falvay wo 
»uld\ {| tion is fo ſoon done. ont--: 
ra I. Becauſe it was done wel, 
zive,| || but not beleeved on befare by*3 
| NOW. 


——_ a _ 


A —_— 


-| that great work of ſalvation. 
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2. Becauſe it it the Goſpel-way of diſ. 
penſation, ro aſſure and paſſc over ſatu. 
tiou'in Chriſt, to any that will believe it, 

3. Thereneeds no more on our fides, 


de perſwaded that Feſws Chriſt died for m, i 
becauſe Cbri/tharh /affered, and Gods fe 
tified. Now ſuffering and ſaricfattion i $] 


4. Becauſe they, and they only are ju- 
ſtified, who can believe : Righteonſmeſſen | 
reveled from faith to faith : and all thit| 
believe art juſtified, Rom. 1. 17. Ads 13, | 

9. I 
: 5. That it may be by grace, and not of| 
works. Being juſtified freely by his grace, 
Rom. 3. 34. | 


LIII. | 
Chriſt and every part of Chriſt 


to be ſtudied, and be- 
lierved in. 


| | 
Finch is not any thing of 7e/3« Chriſt, 
it ſhould be matter for a believers 


faithto be exerciſed in, from his divins |. | 
AaTefe! 


*S#9work or warrant /atvarion to us, bet to 1 | 


: 


I rrnrn nes 


AS F 
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nature to his incarnation, and {0 to his ex- 
altatien, that they may be able to compre- 


depth, and breadth of the love of God ;, for 


fanty, his circumciſion, his baptiſm, his 
preaching, his praying, his temptations, his 
faſting,his abediexce t0 the Whole Law, his: 
ſufferings, hisxeproaches, big. ptverth, -his 
lungliation, his bloody ſweating; tis j#age- 
ment 3nd 7»dges,his condemnation; hisor wr 
cifying, his piercing, his nailing, lis dronky 
ms Vineger and Gall, his ſtrong cries and 
tears, tis crown of therns, his blood flowing 
out from his feer,hands,and ſide, his giving 


aſcenſion, exaltation,and ſitting on the right 
hand of God, his Prieſthood, Mediation, [n- 


terceſſton', Dominion : 


up of theſe;in theſe are thole xnſearchable 
riches of grace love and redemption. Theſe 
are to be the /ubjetts of every believers 
meditation, and he is to ſeek into the /piri- 
tuall extent of theſe,and deepneſſe of theſe: 


at holineſſe, ſpirntualneſſe, regereration, 
” 
2 


A— 


”_ 
. 


4 


hend with all Saints, the heighth, and | 


God was infinitely influencing, into every gl 
paſſage of his birth; his grown j wp, bis 4w- PF 


up the ghoſt his death, buriall, reſurrettion Þ 


There is 4»finite {4 
vertue in-all theſe, and the Goſpel 1s-made 


ut of theſe he is to draw ſtrength, power, | 3 


Ya af, 


F = 
* x7 I. 
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mortt- \ 
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| mortification , neW obedience, faith, repen..| 
| tance, humiliation, meekneſſe, temperance, 
| &c. Chriſt, and every thing of Chriſt 18 to 
| be-matter for him,and meaitation for him. 

[ Theſe are thoſe miniſteriall and txſtru- 
mentallmeans of grace and {fe to ſinners, 
not an hiſtericall or tragicall ule of theſe, 
but a beleeving uſe, a relying, reſting,com- 
fortins, /piritwallizing ule, Theſe were all 
but parcels of the work, of redemprion, but 
parts of the whole 3 and to all theſe, there 
is an i»finite depth of (in and temptation. 
oppoſed : And therefore the more we 
are improving ourſelves in theſe things 0 

” "Chriſt, the more ſpirituall and nfiniteh 
provided (hall we bee againſt the other: 
It is not enough to took on Jeſus (rif 
in his ſingle perfon glorihed and exalted, 
'but to ſtudy every par: and parcel}, and | 
paſſage 'of Teſus Chriſt : And thus to knw 

, nothing but Peſts Chriſ: and him crucified. 


# _——— ik w— __ CC w- 


F 
| 


in few words gather.up the concepyons , 
intending a larger draught of it hereafter, 


' The firſt way of Free - grace,free withe 


IS" 


eee ee er Lee ET 


"The ſeverall wayes of Free- 


Y 6 firſt and pureſt conceive of the 


That God the Father for manifeſtation of 
his mercy and /ove,purpoſed ſome to g/ory 
| whom he /oved freely,and gave his Sox tak 
|-be away to them for life and 7:obteowſneſk 
knowing that they ſhould fall under, & 

condemnation 1n the firſt Adam ( where h ; 
- might juſtly have left them, as the reſt, inp 
their bloqd and pollution)had it not beew 


freely to ſinners. p 97) 


OO OO _— —— 


ne, 


grace, and the generall 
point ſearched. 


Ree grace is conveied to us under fe- 
verall notions in theſe times,and [ (hall 


ont all condition of Grace, 


Myſterie thus, 


K 3 for” 


——— 
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lor that free-grace in himſelf; and there- 
fore that /07 1s called the /econd, Adam or 


ton 18 freeginfinitely freezthe Father loving 
freely, and giving his Sox ; the Sox loving 
freely, and giving him/elf freely; and the 
ſpit working from them both freely for 
the manifeſtation of this ſalvation in the 
| [oxcls of his elett, and. through the miniſte- 
ry of a free Goſpel,cven to.inners as ſanners, 
and children of wrath in themſelves. 


A ſecond way of Free-grace, free only, 
E- with conditions. 


He ſecond ſort hold, which:ts called 
the Reformedopinion,and is the more 
generall ; | | 
That God did freely decree or purpoſe 
ſome-to Jalvation in Chriſt, -throughthe 
interfering and inſtrumentall aſſiſtance \t 
{| faith, :c;And that none are actually F- 
+ ftified, nor. partakers of this'free ſalvati- 
on but-by faith ; and the Goſpel 18 a mini- 
© |.ſtery of conditions Or qualifications tor this 
1/alvation. And-this 1 call a Decree with 
_ | DE i715 Lo ang 


wn 


—— 


4A 


| qarckring ſpiritzand: this myſterit of ſubva- || 


A — MM _— _ 


4A third may of Free-zrace, free only 


| fore gave. Je/#25 Chriſt, bur it was onely to 
| thoſe whom he fore/awthroughthe help of 


"EIS. <4 Srodek..aee as a 
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pe 


> — —_—— - oo | 


upon coydition. 


He thirdiort hold,That God did freely 
purpoſe ſome to ſalvation,and there- 


% 


a Goſpel miniſtery and other fone; [uffi- 
ciency would embrace Teſs ſo given, yea 


'|ced him. Andthis Iealla reſpeRive De- 
jo for graces, 


| 7eſs Chriſt, without reſpeR to any thi 
but the . 1nterferings of faith, &c. wh 


given for all, if all would have embra- 


A fourth way of Free-grace, froe |. 
meerly inthe extent. | 


"4 
- w 
« 


: 
: 


THe fourth ſort hold, That God pur-|* 
poled ſome to glory and /alvation in 


# 
: 


: - 
Y 6.4 


LY 


| 


gave this 7e/z+Chrit to die for a/,,not that 
all ſhould have ſalvation by him, but on- 


ly the e/e who are only madeto belieye;| 
and.that the Goſpel-miniſtery reveals ſuch @ 
kind of gexerall Redemption;otherwile theF 


41080 


__ 
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nor unbeleeving be any fin. 

This laſt I ſhall only ſpeak on, 

This is in part the pgeneral/ pornr, ard it 
is anſwered thus: | 

Some doe it by way of interpreting the 
general Scriptures, as theſe of Gods loving 
the World, ec. Interpreting the world in 
oppoſition to Jews, & by that underſtand= 
ing theGentil/es who were called the world. 
And ſo of ſending Teſws Chriſt to be a pro- 


-Pitiation not for owrs, but the ſins of the 


_ -whole world, &c.Rom.11.11,12. And fo 
= Where ever the word all is, that Ged wil 


have all ſaved, &c, they interpret it with 


And ſo for the general tenders of the Go- 
ſ[pel, they interpret that by way of diſpen- 


left from all ſorts & places, Matth.24.31. 
And fo for not believing, they ſay men are 
not damned for nor believing ſimply, but 


| from the condemnation they are left un- 


der, though their »or believing may make 
their condemnation greater. 
' Some anſwer-it by ſhewing forth the con-+ 


traditHion in this,of Chriſt dying for all, and 


[ſaving 


reſtrition to ſome of all, &c Aatrth.3.5.] 


Goſpel could not juſtly be tendred.to all, [ 
nor any be condemned for not believing,|}| 


ation fo; the better gathering up the & 


a ”” — 


” ' kn s freedy to fonners. - 


| led far all, and zot for all, 


” — —— 
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15.4S much as Chriſt di- 


Some.an{wer, by turning 'tt into immor- 
[rality for all, but not [alvation for all, 

Some anſwer, by revealing -Gods love, 
and. eſis Chriſt as; the effett of this love, 
as it -were the imſlrument and miniſter of 
this love; and this /ove of God going out 
onely to the ele, for whom ( hriſt 1s gi- 


yen : This way they conceive takes off. 
general redemption-But we mult take heed | 3 


of making Chriſt more inſtrumental! and 
winiſterial then the Father hath made his 
and will {ſtand with the honoxr of the Song 


who is the fir/# born of the elef, the head 


of the body : And we mult be ſpiritually 


ee MY 


wary in diſtinguiſhing too curiouſly upon 


onely in a Scripture way ; for Chriſt is but 
one, and ſalvation 1s one. 

Thus far ſome worthy believers goin op- 
poling the gererall.point, but we mult gg 
a little furcher in finding out the »yſtes; 
ry of the generall point, and meet with it: 


lies only in a rationall Way of juſtice, 
Goſpel diſpenſation,that God wil not weer- 


KR. 5. , 


e— 


leſus Chriſt as Son and Mediator, cc. but | ' 


there. Now I humbly conceive the mite ys 
and | 


ly and arbitrarily damn any becauſe he will. |: 
SO1IV 


4 


* 


; 
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So as\he hath put every one 'tinder a flate| | 
of Redemption ,& power -of ſalvation ant" | 


they are damned from their own will, not 


from Gods: Thus go.the deepeſt and moſt] | 


notionall of that way. ' - | 

And the other part'ofthe myſtery which: 
is loweft,and moſt arguetforin'theſe tines! 
and by moſt, is onely, that the Goſpel -can- 
not rationally be tendred but upon ſome 
ſuch gexerall ground as (hrift dying for All. 

Thus T have opened thongh weakly,the 
myſtery;and the opening it may be enough, 
and the whole building of the wniverſat 


JErations, is all upon a rational! notion 


ſtrengthned wichſome pexeral terms in the 
Ford . Now tet them ice whether meer 
Reaſon is a Principle high enough for a /pi- 
rituall myſtery. And it bringing ſalvation 


downuponuch a ground,be proportionable| | 
to ſo glorious a Work as that of Redemption, | 


- 


befides all the interferings it hath with free- 
+ grace, and free-jrſtification and elettion of 
grace, Ee. 

Nowlet the Myſtery be lookt on in 
their Way, which is this, Chrift aicd for 
all, elſe the Goſþel cannot be preached to all, 
4, And in the other Way, which is this,Chrilt 
died only for hz, and it is offered to all, 


char 
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{| that hiswho are amongſt this a might be- | 
diff lieve ; and though he died not for al}, yet 
none are excepted, and yet none accepted 
but they that believe,.and none believe byt 
they to whom #43 given /Andinthisway | 

ff /alvation there lies move herve,whidh 
11] is more ſatable to:a:. diviwe Work: Great 1s 
|| the-yyſterieof eodilineſſe, woos | 
And this pround;Zhat none arecvxoepted,m| 
| is as clear ,and Tpirititally rational for the, 
| Goſpel to be preached to -all, as this ground,! 
ws he died for all, wo er eter 
{- Secing upon both grounds,:.Some enely || = 
are ſavecand not al! and 2 decree of meentj 
| grace andof faith foreſeen,do equally mply! - 
|'an impolſibility of” af 20 be fawed'\; aid! 1: 
| therefore why is it ſo contended: for that 
| all are redeemed ? 
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wo "vs 


Some 
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Sometruths ofFree-grace ſpark- 


| ling in former -Writers,and in fone 


famous approved men of our times, in 
reftimony to whar.is in this Diſcourle in part 
aflerted,;;-and in theſe times, by others, 
oe Aſlettors , of 


4+ -.EREE-GR'ACE: 


——— 


| TheLaw by the preaching of it, canno 


Teform, but only F aith and Grace. 


||Dr.Prefton in his Serm. on the new 


Coven.Commenr..n-Galat.3. 5: 
which he quotes, pag. 347. 


F I ſhould onely. preach to 
you the Commandements, 

&e. 1 might- preach long 
 enongh ere you could keep 
| them : Do you receive the 
IG Spirit-by the preaching of 
the .Law ? No, but by preaching promiſe 


: þ pardon and 


forgivenelle,” 


Page| 


| freely to ſonners; "0 


—— 


Page 333. 
; 2, If a man would deſire to change his 
courſe to be made a new creature,the way 
is not to. conſider the Commandemenes, 
what he ought to do : but my. beloved, the 
way is to get aſſurance, that thy ſins are 
pardoned, to conſider the Covenant of 


Grace, Heb.9. 14. 


No preparatory works before © | 
C briſt. 


; 
Es Rogers 1n his Book of the | 


rizht way to be ſaved.e&fc.p. 54. 


Tvers miſtake,. and look for ſome- 
thing to ground on in themſelyes, 
and ſo are wofully bewildered, and in 
great perplexity: Ic is as if one ſhould not 
et a young Tree, bur let it lye abpve the |..; 
ground till they ſee what it will bears © 2 


_ 


«- £ 
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\E of | [[|no 
. | Free-grace hath many enemies. of 


We fhonld ſtand for Free grace. ||| fp 


|Dr. $/#bs. his book. of the extellenty 
of the Goſpel above the Law.P.241, | | of 


© 
_ 


O ye wonder why the Free-grace of| | | ©* 

God hath found ſuch enemies, ec. | | | i 

| The heart of man isina frame of comity| | 

+ | againſt God, ' and ſets it ſelf moſt againſt! | 
that God will be moſt glorified in, Let us| ! 

vindicate nothing ſo much as grace. [| IT 

We mult live by grace,and.die by grace, 

& (tand ar the day of judgement by grace; | | | 

not in'our own righteoſneſſe, 


> eu. a6 


| Faith 1s no condition of the New Cv- | 
Venant of grace, | 


p—_— 


Mr.Perkins his Commentary on the 
Galathians.P.157. | 


- 
— www. 


"He Goſpel called by Pas! the pro- | 
| - &- miſe,offers &gives life freely,without | | 
| the condition of any work, and —_— | | 


no-| 


- . 
ts I" 


a, 


_ 
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I nothing but the receiving of that which is 


| for thee : though thoube unworthy, yer '® 


knows and apprehentds us fitſt' oF all; '+ ip 
| Ts 2 33T2IE YALE LOM BUM 


"ET 


'*.' 


offered. It may be\objeRed thatithe Go-!: 
ſpel-promiſeth life -ppon the.conditionof 
our Faith. A»/w.The.Gpſpel hath in it.no 
morall condition of any thine tobe done” 
of us: Indeed Faith is mentioned after the 
form and manner of a contition; bur in 
truth it is the free gift of God as well as 
life cternall, &c. 


Pag. '184. 
Fe have all in Chriſt. "L] 


Thou muft not recervethe Promife-im- 
mediately of God; but Chrift muſt do tt 


there ts dignity ſufficient, and worthineſs: 
enough in him, If thou fay that thou-muſt1}-+ 
at the leaſt receive the promiſe at the'} ; 
hand of Chrift ; T adde further, That'hee:]. 
will not, quench the fmoaking' flax,” Þe.'}* 
And or Hfaoh ſtands in this, not that 

we know and apprehend him,/bur thatthe! 


# 
Fay 


mY 


A mma 


' "Chriſt 'is everything t0 us. 
Mr. Calviz in his Book of Inſtituti- 
"onS,Book 2.cap.16.P.167.8. 
V E mult.rake heed of drawing any, 
| part of ſalvation but. from Chriſt: 
| If we ſeek ſalvation, let it be in the Name 
of Teſus Chriſt; if the Spirit, or any gifts 
-- | or graces,let us ſeck them in his Union; 
if-{trength, let us, ſcek it in his power ; if 


© | nature, which was touched with our in;} 

Apirkes 3 if redemption,in his paſſion ; if 
_ Tforgivenieſſe;in his condemnation, or being 
a curſe for us.; if ſatisfaRion, in his facri- 
fice ; if cleanſing,in his blood; if mortif- 
cation,in his Sepnichre and death; if new- 
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neſſe. of life,in his ReſurreRtion; if immor- 


tance, in. hisentring into Heayen j if all 
200d things,in his. Kingdom and Domini- 
on here: All treaſures are in him, and they 
who are not.content onely with him,ſhall 
| have no reſt any where;although too they 
1 may. look principally at him. 

'F. Norcan there be any unbelief or doubt- 
*| ings where his fulneſſe is thus known. p 

| Go 


—_— — 


purity, im his conception ; if mercy, in his] 


tality,in the ſame ; if an heavenly inheri- | 


| 
| 


— 
— 
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freely to ſinners. 
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God was never an enerhy to his. 


Calvinquoting Auguſtinin his book | 
of Inſtitut. Trait. in Evangel, Io- 


[it is not to be underſtood as if then he be- 


han.110.2.Chap.16.P.106. i; 


! Dapapeies) and unchangeable is 
the. love. of "God; not that love which 
we obtain from reconciliation by the | 
blood of Chriſt,but wherwith he loved us} && 
before the foundations of the world:ther- 
fore whea it is faid, Chriſt reconciled us, 


gun to love thoſe whom he hated heforeh* 
ut he reconciled us- even to that *loveF*? 
wherewith he loved us, Roms. 5. 8. there- 
fore in a wonderſull manner he loved ns, 
when it 1s ſaid he hated us. 


That we and thoſe commonly «called 
Antinomians differ little. 
Mr. Gattaker, Teſtimony in a late 
Treatiſe Gods eye, 5c: in Epiſt. to 
the Reader, P. 10, | 


He: matter in controverſie between'us 
and theſe men,. is not how far forthiby 
in is removed or eſtabliſhed in believers 
or. how. farre forth ir is by juſtification 


8 


aban» + 


—— 


« 
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believers and juſtified perſons, e5c. As if al} 
theſe things were granted on both ſides. 
Note. 
 Menof learning you ſce and judgement 
doe not cry out Antinomianiſme on Free. 
race,or free juſtification,as others do, ec, 
Bur acknowledge a conſent in all theſe, 
CFC. 
Why Lnther is not quoted here, 


| 
| 


| 


Vther Leould quore , but he. is 'now[4 
lookt on by ſome as one-that-is both] 


over-quoted,and over-writ Free grace;and 
bending himſelf againſt works,which was 
the Popery and Antichriftianiſme of thoſe; 
times, He raiſed up grace, rather in oppoſe 
tion (as ſome think, to whom TI dare not þ 
fully azree )to the re e of works,then to 
the jult ' advantage of grace ; and yet they 
can glow himn other things, Thus we 


can pick and chule; from a Reformer what) | 
fits to the /fardard of our own Light and! 
| Refermation, and caſt the other b 


y » I hall| 
therefore quote ſome later. | 


| 
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| 2bavllonet,orinwbat ſenſe God 1 ſaid tol * 


| ſee or not ſee (in, or to take notice of it inflſprg 


Jn" 
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Concerning |\. 


freely to ſnness, 


oncernmyg our not reſting on ſight, 
or oy own graces for 
alſurance. 
r. Tho. Gooawis 1n his book Chrift 
fet forth , in Epiſt, 10 the. Reader. 


a8. I,2, 


N immoderate recourſe unto ſignes, 
though barely conſidered as fuch,is as 
{nnwarrcantable,when therby we are divert- 


| {exerciſe of daily thoughts of faith towards 
Chriſt immediately, as he is ſetforth to be 
our righteouſnefe,c+c. And yer the mindes 
of many are ſo wholſy taken vp with thetr 


But let theſe conſider what' a diſhonour 
this mult needs be unto Chriſt, that his train 
and favourites, ons | grates, ſhoyld haveia 
tyutercourt,ae& more trequent attendance 
from our hearts,then himſelf who 1s thc 
King of glory ; and.likewiſe what-a-ſhame 
| || alſo it-is for believers themſelves, who axe 
| ||-his/Spon(e; to. Jook-uppn.their hib 


other. 


_— 


21A 


$ed;& taken off from a more conſtanj aftual 


own hearts, that as the P/almiffayes of 
God, Chriſt is ſcarce in all their thoughts.) 


” - 
—_ 
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otherwiſe but by reflexions,and at ſecon(þs Cl 
hand,through the. intervention. and afſiſke h 
ance of their own graces, as weadiators be.nd \ 
tween him and them, f C| 

Now to reifie this errour, the way x} B 
not wholly to rejeR all uſe of ſuch a ag. 
ces, but to order them, ec: A 

We are juſtified in Chrifts j#ftification, =o 
when* he roſe. Pag. 202. con 

Chriſt his RefarreRion was the origi. ons 
nall at of God<« juſtifying us in Chriſtye [s 


were virtually juſtified then in Chriſt tis Go 


being juſtified, as in a common perſon, * | 4h 
God remembers not our ſins, Pp. 207. | of 


Asby reaſon of his Interceſſion God re- of 


"members not 9/4 (ins, ſo likewiſe he is not} 


provoked by new. 


The Law 4s given by Moſes, no | 
Rule to Chriſtians, 

Mr. Bolton iv his: Book of the tru 

bounds of Chriſt:an'freedom: p.74.\ \ * 
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| 
Thers ſay we are freed from helim! 


tn OI 


tothe'obedience of it as given by Chriſt, & 
__ 4 


as gtyen by Moſes, and are only tied|| | 


—_— 


lood 


A A Gr _ 


« Chriſt renews it.,and 
| drity of Chriſt, 


econl 
aMiſthe hand and from the auth 
+5 be.had we have © immediarl From the hands 
e Chriſt, I (hall not much di{like this, fc 
may | Beleevers and Gea,art never at enmit )- 
viden'$ag+ 14: 2. = | 
As none of ous Gns (hall condemn? 35 ſo 
OW of our 118 (hall pac 15 1ntO a ſtate 0 
condemnation -gore;none Of Our fins (hall 
origi ever Put us under the carle, under Wrat 
riſt,we| again» : s þ 
riſtts| God doth 19t puniſh Believers for m-Ye © | 
"mn. | We arc freed from all miſeries, 4 iai- \ 
* ons, puniſhmene which yer arc Ihe fruits | 
onceived to be fruits 


5} | of fin as they M39 be conc 
30d re-f of wrathÞvr have Wrath 1 them. 
is 0 


e 15 noth 

Faith before luſtificat10n 
Graces 
| the Articles,ATt-13: 


no | 
» F* || Mr. Rogers © 


oy | Pag. 57: | 
0.74.1) \ \ Ockes Gone before Tuſtification 
Per | VV pleale not God, before men do | 
he Law leale ; nothing rhat they do can pleaſe | 
nly tied|| him ; hereby £6 vanicy of chem 15 percet- 
Yriſt,& ved,whbo think beforc Mans juſtificatio0, Jl 
| his deeds do pIcaIc God- _ 
Note. \ 
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ciple + - ---/ JUS 

*- Gods never an enzmy to his 

| . though ſinning, 

Mr. Herbert Palmer in his Chara 
of a Chriſtian in Paradox; 5: pu 10. 


E believes the God that hates all ſn 
to'be reconciled to himfels,.though 
ſinning continually, and never making, 
nor being-able to- make him ſatisfaction 


godlyſinner. * 
We are not ſaved by any thing we do.p.58 
He. knows he ſhall not be faved.þy. hi 


he can. 

A believer ſins not. p. 68, 
He cannot ſm,-yet he can do nothing 
without in. 


He believes like Abrahan, in hope a- 
gainſt hope. 


God 


— — 


What, is faith then tobe accounted be 
fore juſtification, according to this prin 


| 


l-. 


M: 


works, and yet doth all the good works| | 


eA believer belitves againſkhope. p. 74: |* 


( 
| 
cor 


Wee are fiiſtified though ungodly. 'p.111fis) 
He beleeves chermoſt jult-God;j-e#c; tolifo 
have juſtified himſelf, though a moſt un-|:h 


th 


W_ — 


4121) « fretly 20 fmters. 
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( Godfreely pardons; peu2, + + 
nredbaf He believes himſelf freely pardoned; 
IS Prins} Believers are pure in Goas feght. pil}. 

He believes himfelfc to be- prettous in 


his Lods ſight, Nh 

© [© Chriff promiſed to ſinners as 
ſanners. | 
|, [Maſter Tho: Goodwin inhis book of 
s alf]ay | ChriſÞ ſet Forth. p. $0. | 
though I Jp are abſolute ' promiſes made to. 
1a king, 0 conditions, as when Chrilt is faid to 
ation; rome to ſave ſenners, &'c. Now in theſe it 
P*11:ffis plain,Chriftis the Naked object of thera, 
Pc, tOl|ſo that if you apply not himz,you apply no- 
t un- thing ; for the only thing held forth in 
them is Chriſt, 


| 


harad, 


P. IO.,' 


—— 


-P-58 . 
y Fr We are juſtified m (hrifts jeſtification.p.122 | | 
yorks 2 . 

Even ſoit is in the matter of yapr juſti, | 
fication ; it was done virtually in Chriſt 


= 
— —  ——— _—  ——— 
i ee 


hing | |] and afterwards when we believe,it is atu- 
ally pafſed in, and upon our ſelves, -4 

74- So by Chriſts being juſtified, we are all 17 

eas | || virtually juſtified, ws, | in Law, through a | 


ſecret,yet irrepealable Covenant between 


od ! God 


—_— 
ets 
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God wif, who only. AiFthen know 
whey | 


A > dp Lew Py Clift, - 
and his $ pirit. | 


Mr. Perkins.in. his Comment.on the! 
Gal. p. 128. | 


© pom4 which are true Believers arc | 
free and vaJuntary\peopte,: obeying 
God,,as if there were no law to campell|/ 
them ; ; they have Chriſt to live ig them, .tre| 
1 Spirit of life that is in Chriſt is in them, 
and that is.cheic law. It is the pro erty of 
a thilde of God to obey God,andit is the! | 
nature and quality of the fire'to buth,c*c 


Thus in the quoting or citing theſe Di.|/ 
yines concerning . ſome pretious truths of | 
Chriſt, I have done as Paw! ſaid to the A- | 
” | thenians when he would prove a God. 4: 
certain alſo of your own Poets have ſaid. $0 
the truths which are abroad miſtaken by | | 
many, are 635 pf alſo ſome of your owne ; 
vt eines ha ve} (aid 
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